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PREFACE. 


Aving lately feen the State f 
H the United Provinces, af- 
Whew ter a prodigious growth in 
Riches, Beauty , extent of Commerce , 
and number of Inhabitants, arrived 
at length ro ſuch a height (by the 
* flrength of thtir Navies , their for- 
' tifyd Towns and ſianding Forces , 
with a conſtant Revenue proportion'd 
to the ſupport of all thu greamneſs,) 
as madethem the Envy of ſome, the 
+ Fear of others, andthe NVonaer of all 
+. their Neighboars, ; 

We have this Summer paſt , beheld 
the ſame State, in the midſt of great 
epparing Safety, Order , Strength, 
and | [igor, almoſt rain'd and broken 
70 pieces in ſome few days ,” and by 
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wery few blows; and reduced in a 

manner toits firſt principles of Weak 
neſs and Diſtreſs ; expoſed , oppreſt > - 
ana very near at mercy. Their 1n- 
land Provinces ſwallowed up by an © 
Invaſion, almoſt as: ſudden and un- 

reſiſted, as the Inundations to which - * 
the others are ſubjeft.” eAndthere- . 
mainders of their State rather kept | 
alive by neglet} or diſconcept of its  * 
Enemies, than by any ſtrength of © * 
Natnre , or endeavours at its own * 
recovery, "0 
Now becauſe ſuch a greatneſs, and | © 
ſuch a fall of this State , ſeem Revo- 

tutions unparallePd in any Story, and 
hardly conceived even by thoſe who 
have lately ſeen them ; 1 thought it 
might be worth an idle mans time, to 
give ſome account of the Riſe and 
Progreſs of this Commonwealth, the _ 
Cauſes of their Greatneſs , and the ſteps 
towards their fall : Which were all 
made by motions perhaps little taken 
 Forice of by 607170 eyes, and almoſt ” 
Un 
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andiſcernable to any man that was 
>, ft placed to the beſt advantage, and 

ſomething concern'd, as well as much 

enclin d to obſerve them, 
The uſual Duty of Employments 
 abroad', impoſed not only by Cuſtom , 

' but by Orders of State, made it fit 

ie me t0 prepare ſome formal account 

| of thu Country and Government , 
| after wo years Embaſſie , in the 

midſt of great Conjunttures and Ne- 
* gottations among them, eAnd ſuch a 

. Revolution as has fince happen'd 

there, though it may have made theſe 
Diſcourſes little important t0 His 
Majeſiy, or Hu Counſel; yet it will 
not have render'd them leſs agreeable 
to common eyes, who, like men that 
live near the Sea, will ran out upon 
the Cliffs to gaze at it in a Storm, 
though they would nit look ont of their 
Windows 10 ſeeit ina Calm, 

Beſides, at a time when the afli- 
ons of thus Scene take up ſo generally 
the eyes and diſcourſes of their Neigh- =. 
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boars; and the Maps of their Conn- 
try grow ſo much in requeſt, 1 thought 
a «Wap of their State and Govern= 
ment would not- be unwelcome to the . 
world, (ince it 35 full as neceſſary as 
the others , to under$iand the late 
Revolutions aud Changes among . 
them. And as no man's Story canbe 
well written till he # dead , forthe ac- 
coxnt of this State conld not be well ' 
grven tull its fall, which may july 
be debated from the events of lat 
Summer (whatever fortunes may 
further aiicrd them,) fince therein 
we have ſeen the ſudden and wicieur 
diſſoltion of that more popular Gos | 
verument , which had continued and 
mage ſo much noiſe for ahove Twenty 
years in the world, without the exer- 
ciſe or influence of the eAuthority of 
the Princes of Orange, a part ſo eſ- 
ſential in the first ConStuntions of 
their State. Nor can I wholly loſe my 
pains in this Adventure, when 1 
sball gain the eaſe of anſwering this 
way 
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way at once, thoſe many QUueStions 1 
have lately been nſed 10 upon this oc- 


 Caſion : which made me firſt obſerve 
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and wonder , how ignorant we were 
generally in the eAfﬀairs and Conſti- 
 xutions of a Conntry ſo much in our 
. eye, the common road of our Travels, 
as well as ſubjett of our Talk ; and 
which we have been of late not only 
curious , but concerned to hnow, 
1 am very ſenſible how ill a Trade 
Ht #towrite, wheremuch#ventar'd, 
and little can be paind ; ſince who- 
ever does it ill, us jure of contempt , 
and the juſilieſt that can be , when n0 
many provokes him to diſcover his 
04: follies, or to trouble the world. 
If he writes well, he raiſes the envy of 
thoſe Mits TIN! are poſſeſt of the 
Vogue, andare jealous of their pre- 
ferment there, as if tt were in Love, 
or in State; and have found that the 
reareft way to their own Reputation 
lies right or wrong , by the derifion of 
other men, But however, 1am not 
A 4. pain; 
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pain ; for *tu. the affetation of praiſe. 
| that makes the fear of reproach :; and. 
| > write without other deſign than of 
| entertaining very idle men, and among 
them my ſelf. For I muſt confeſs, that 
being wholly wſeleſs to the Publick, 
end unacquainted with the: cares of 
increaſing Riches, (which bufte the 
aporld) being grown cold to the ' 
pieaſures of younger or livelier men; © 
and having ended the Entertain- 
ments of Building and Planting 
( which wſe to ſucceedthem;) finding 
dittle taſte in common Converſation, 
and trouble in much Reading , from 
zhe care of 'my eyes ( ſince an illneſs 
 Comratted by many wunneceſſary dili= . 
. gences in my Employments abroad, ) 
there can hardly be found an idler 
man than 1 ; nor. conſequently one 
more excuſable for giving way to ſuch 
amuſements as this, inthe courſe of 4 
private Life and Fortune ; which as _ 
1 know no man envies, ſo (1 thank 
God) no man canveproach. 


1am 
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8s T1 amnotignorant, that the vein of 

4 Reading vever ran lower than in this 

f ege; and ſeldom goes further than 

q es deſign of raiſing a Stock to furnuh. 
et ſome Calling or Converſation, The. 
, Aeſire of Knowledge being enher. 
f laught out of doors by the Wit that 

, 


pleaſes the Age; or beaten ont by In» 
tereſt, that ſo much poſſeſſes it: And 
the amuſement of Books giving way 
zothe liberties or refinements of Plea- 
ſure, that were formerly leſs known , 
or leſs avowed than now, Net ſome 
there will alſo be found in the world, 
who 45k no more at their idle hours, 

| thanto forget themſelves, Ana whes 
ther that be brought about by drink or 
_ play, by Love or Buſineſs, or by ſome 
diverſions as idle as this, "115 all acaſe.. 
Befides , it may poſſubly fall ont , at- 

one time or other , that ſome Prince or 
great e Miniſter may not be ill pleaſed 
tu theſe kind # e Memorials ( upon 
ſuch a ſubjeft, ) to trace the ſteps of 
= Trade and Riches, of Order and 
_ A. 5; Power- 
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Power in a State; and thoſe likewiſe 
of weak or violent Connſels, of cor= 
T#pt or ill Condutt, of Fattion or Ob- t 
[| ſtinacy, which decay and difſolve the 0 
| firmeſt Governments; That ſo by | 
18 reflettions upon Foreign Events, they + 
may provide the better andthe earlier | 
J 


againſt thoſe at home, and raiſe their 
own Honour and Happineſs by equal 
degrees with the Proſperity and Safe= 
ty of the Nations they govern, 

For under favour of thoſe who 
would paſs for wits in our Age, by 
ſaying things which David tells us 
the fool ſatd in h1z;, and ſet up with 
bringing thoſe Wares to C Market , 
which ( God knows) have been al- 
ways in the world ,: though kept up in 
corners , becanſe they nſed 19 mark. 
their owners, in former Apes, with 
the Names of Buftoons, Prophane 
or Impudent men ; who deride all 
Form and Order , as well as Piety | 
and Truth, and under the notion of 
Fopperics , endeavonr to diſſolve the 

Very | 
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iſe wery Bonds of all Civil Society * ; 

"= though by the favour ana proteliion 
Jo thereof , they themſelves enjoy much 

e greater proportions of Wealth and of 

y pleaſures, than would fall to their 

, ns if all lay in common , as they 

ry ſeemto deſign, (for then ſuch Poſſe Y 
” frons would belong of right to the 

/ ſtrongeſt and braveſt among us. ) 

h Under favonr of ſuch men, I be- 

lieve it will be found at one time or 

other , by allwho shall try, that whilſt 

Humane Nature continues whatit ts, 

the ſame Orders in State, the ſame 

Diſcipline in eArmies, the ſame Re- 

verence for things Sacred, and reSpect 

of Civil Inſtitutions , the ſame Ver- 

rues and. Dispoſitions of Princes and 

e Magiſtrates , derived by intereſt or 

imitation into the Cuſtoms and Hu- 

mours of the people , will ever have 

the ſame effetts upon the ſtrength and 

Greatneſs of all Governments , aud. 
mupon the Honour and Authority of 

theſe that Rule , as well as the 
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Happineſs and Safety of thoſe that 
Obey, 
Nor are we to think Prince: them. ; 
ſelves loſers, or leſs entertain'd, when 
we ſee them employ their time and 7x 
their thoughts in ſo uſeſul Speculati= 1» 
ons, andto ſo glorious ends: but that / 


rather thereby they attain their true - 
prerogative of being happier, as well 

a preater than Subjeits canbe, For 

all the pleaſures of Senſe that any man 
can enjoy, are within the reach of a 

private Fortune , and ordinary Con. 

zrivance; grown fainter with age, 
and duller with. uje; muſt berevived |, 
with intermiſſions , and wait uponihe 
returns of Appetite ,, which are no { 
Tore at call of the Rich ,. than the 
Poor. The jinihes of Wit and good 
Humour, that rife from the Vapours of. | 
Wine, are little different from thoſe 
that. proceed from the heats of. blood 
tn. the firſt. approaches of Fevers or | 
Frenzies ; and are 10 be valued but © 
as (ingeed ): they are. the. effeits of | 
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t Diſtemper. But the pleaſures of Ima- 
' gination , 4s they heighten and refine 
- the very pleaſures of Senſe , ſo they 
7 areof larger extent , and longer dura- 
L tion, eAnd if the moſt ſenſual man 
will confeſs there # a pleaſure in plea- 
ſing , he muſt likewiſe ailow there 14 
good to a man's ſelf in doing good to 
others. And the further thisextends , 
the hither it riſes ,. and the longer it 
laſts. Bejides, tnere uv Beauty in Or- 
der, ana there are Charms in well= 
deſerved Praiſe ; and buth are the 
greater , by how much greater the 
| Subjett; as the firſt appearing in a 
well. framed and well - governed 
State; andthe other ariſing from n0- 
ble and generous attions, Nor can 
any veins of good Humonr be greater 
than thoſe that ſwell by the ſucceſs of 
wiſe Connſels ,, and by-the fortunate 
events of: Pablick eAffairs ; ſince: a 
man that takes pleaſure in doing 
good to ten thew/and , muſt needs 
have more than he that takgs noue 
A 7 but. 
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but in doing good to himſelf , 


But theſe thoughts lead me too 
far , and to little, purpoſe ; there« 


fore I 5hall leave them for thoſe. 


I had firſt in my head concerning the 
State of the United Provinces. 
eAnd vuhereas the greatneſs of 
their Strength and Revenues , 
grevv out of the waſineſs of their 


Trade, into wwvhich , thcir Religion, 


their Af amers and DiSþofttions , 


their Scitnation , and the form of 
their Government , wvere the chief 
Ingredients. eAnud this laſt having 
been raiſed , parily upon an old 
Foundation , and partly woith 
e Materials brought together by 
many and various Accidents ; it 


wvill be neceſſary for the ſurvey of 


thus great Frame , to give ſome © 


account of the Riſe and Progreſs of 
their State , by pointing out the 
moſt remarkable occalons of the 
firſt, and period of the other; To 
diſcover the Natrre and Conſtitu- 
1108S 
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tions of their Government im uts 


ſeveral parts , and the motions 


of it from the firſ® and ſmalleſt 
evheels ; to obſerve vuhat ts pe= 
culiar to them in their Sciutwnation 
or Difpoſrtions , and wihat in their 
Religion ;, 10 take a Survey of their 


. Trade, and the cauſes of it; of the 


Forces and Revenues UVyhich Com 
poſed their Greatneſs 3 and the 
Circumſtances and Conqunttaures 
wohich conSpired to their Fall, 
eAnd theſe are the «Heads that 
Shall make the Order and eArgu= 
ments in the ſeveral parts of theſe 
Ovjervations, 
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Hap. I. of the Riſe and 
 Propreſs of their State. t 
Chap: i Of their Government, 
Chap. III. Of rheir Scituation, 
Chap, IV. Of rheir People and 5 
Diſpeſrtions. f 
Chap. V3 Of their Religion. | 
Chap. VI. Of their Trade. 
Chap. VIE Of their Forces and. 
Revenues. F 
Chap. VIII. OF the Cauſes of \. q 
their Fall in 1672. © 
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CHAP. L 
Of the Riſe and Progr of the 


United Provinces. 
" \ X/ of the Riſe of this Com- 
> mon-wealth , muſt trace 
4 it up as high as the Grſt Commotr- 
ons in the Seventeen Provinces, uns 
der the Dutcheſs of Parma's Go- 
'vernment; and the true cauſes of 
; that moreayowed and general. Re- 
-j: voltin the Duke of eAlva's time. 
* Andto find ont thenatural Springs 
of thoſe Revolutions, muſt reflect 
upon that ſort of Government un- 
der which the Inhabitants of thoſe 
Provinces lived for ſo many Ages 
paſt, in the ſubjection of their ſe- 
_ veral Dukes or Counts ; till by 
Marriages, Succeſſions , or Con- 


queſt, they came to be united. » 
ne 


Hoever will take a view 
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the Houſe of Burgunay , _ under 
Philip, ſurnamed The Gd ; and, 
afterwards inthat of eſ#ſtria, un. , 
der Philip Father of Charles the + 
Fifth; andlaſtly, in the perſon of 
that great Emperor, incorporated 
with thoſe vaſt Dominions of Ger. } 
many and Spain, Italy and the [n- 
dies. ] 
Nor will it be from the purpoſe. 
on this ſearch, to run alittle higher + 
into the Antiquities of theſe Coun. 
tries; For though moſt men are 

contented only toſeea River asit | 


runs by them , and talk of the. 
changes 1n it as they happen; when; 
*tis troubled, or when clear; when, 
it drowns che Country 1 ina Flood; 
or forſakes it ina Drowth : yer be 
that would know the nature of the 
Water, and the cauſes of thoſe ac- 
cidents ( ſoas to gueſsat their con- 
tinuance or return, ) muſt find our 
1ts ſource, and obſerve with what 
ſtrength 1t riſes , what length it 
runs, 


| 
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der runs, and how many ſmall ſtreams 
ndf,1] in, and feed it to ſucha height, 
IN. 25 make it either delightful or ter- 
he ribleto the eye. and uſeful or dan- 
gerous to the Country about 1t. 

ed The numbers and Fury of the 
r= Northern Nations , under many 
Ne different names, having by ſeveral 
 Inundations broken down the 
{e.. whole frame of the Roman Em- 
Er pire , extended in their Provinces 
i as far as the Rhine , either gavea 
' birth, or made way for ſeveral 
t Kingdoms and Principalities, that 


| havelince continued 11 the parts of 
Emxrope on this {de that River, 
which made the ancient limits of 
the Gallick and German Nations. 
The Tract of Land which we uſu- 
ally call the Low- Countries, was 
ſo waſted by the Invaſions or Mar- 
ches of this raging people ( who 
pait by them to greater Con- 
queſts, ) that the Inhabitants grew 
thin; and being ſecure of nothing 


they 
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' grounds , when there is no iſlue | 
that helps them to break out into a 
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© The Riſe aud Progreſs Ch. 1< 
they poſleſt, fell to ſeck the ſuppon'” 
of their hives rather by hunting , ot® 
by violence, than by labour and ns 
duſtry ; and thereby the grounds © 
came to be uncultivated, and in the * 
courſe of years turned either to * 
Forreſt, or Marshes ; which are, 
the two natural ſoils of all defola« 
ted Lands in the more temperate 7 
Regions, For by ſoaking of fre- 1 
quent showers, and the courſe of ' 
waters from the higher into lower *© 


Channel, the flat Land grows to be 


a mixture of earth and water, and ; 


neither of common uſenor paſlage |. 


to Man or Beaſt, which 1s called a 
Marsh. 'Fhe higher, and fo the + 
drier parts, moittned by the Rain, 
and warm'd by the Sun, shoot forth 
ſome ſort of Plants, asnaturally as 


Bodies do ſome ſort of Hair ; 


which being preſerved by the de- 
{olateneſs of aplace untrodden, as 
_ vell 
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onWell as unt!1l'd, grow to ſuch 'Trees 
ox Þr Shrubs as are natural to the Soll 
in, and thoſe 1n time producing both 
& food and shelter for ſeveral kind of 
he Beaſts, makethe ſort of Country 
to We Call a Forreſt, 
re | And ſuch was Flanders for mas- 
a, ny years before Charlemaign's 
te Me, when the power of the Francs 
e. havingraiſed and eftablisht a great 
,f- Kingdom of their own, upon the 
. entire Conquelt of Gal, began to 
reduce the diſorders of that Coun- 
z frytotheformof a Civil, or (at. 
« leaſt) Military Government; to 
J make diviſions and diſtributions of 
4 


- 
© 


Lands and Juriſdictions , by the 
Bounty of the Prince, or the Ser- 

_ vices of his chief Followers and 
. Commanders ; to oneof whom, a 
great extent of this Land was g1- 
. ven, with the title of Forreſter of 
' . Flanders, This Office continued 
 ſorſeveral deſcents, and began to 
_ civilize the Country , by reprefling 
the 


The Riſe and Propreſs Ch.F ( 
the violence of Robbers and Spolk. , 
crs, Who infeſted the woody ant ] 
faſt places, and by encouraging « 
milder people to fall into Civil Se. 
cieties, to truſt to their Induſtry. 
for ſublience, to Laws for prote: 
Gon, and to their Arms united 
under the careand conduct of theit 
Governours , tor ſafety and Ce- 
tence. 1 
In the time of Charlemaigne, as: 
ſome write; or as others, in that: 
of Charles the Bald, Flanders wask 
erected into a County , whickt 
changed the Title of Forreſters fort 
that of Coxmt , without interrupts: 
ing the Succeſſion, i 
"What the extent of this Cont oF 
was at firſt, or how far the Juriſdt-* 
ion of Forreſters reached, I cans. 
not aftirm ; nor whether it only” 
bordered upon , or included the # 
lower parts of the vaſt Woods of þ 
Ardenne , which in Charlemaign? | 
time was all Forreſtas high as Airy. 
and | 
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PF Ch.I. of che United Provinces. #F 
oF 2nd the rough Country for ſome 
nt leagues beyond it, and was uſed 
ng commonly by that Emperor for 
0. his Hunting : This appears by the 
Ty ancient Records of that City , 
6. which attribute the diſcovery, or 
ed ar leaſt retrieving the knowledge of 
1t thoſe hot Baths, to the fortune of 
Ee that Prince while he was Hunting: 
{ for his Horfe poching one of his 
| legs into ſome hollow ground , 
t:: made way for the ſmoaking water 
to break out , and gave occaſion 
ut for the Emperor's building that Ci- 
f ty, and making it his uſual Seat, 
4. andtheplace of Coronation for the 
& following Emperors. 


F ' Helland being an Ifland madeby 
-* thedividing branches of the anc1- 
-. ent Rhize, andcalled formerly Bas 
'* ravia, was eſteemed rather a part 
+ of Germany than Gaul (berween 
'# Which it was ſeated,) in regardof 
# ts being planted by the Catti, a 
+ great and ancient- people of Ger- 
Hes PIAN) » 


-..The Riſe and Progreſs Chil ( 
many, and was treated by the *.) 
mans rather asanallied, than ſubjg 
cted Province ; who drew from 
thence no other 'T ribute befide' 
Bands of Souldiers, much eſteem. 
 edfortheir Valour,- and joyned a 
'Auxiliaries to: their Legions, in 
their Gallich, German, and Britic | 
Wars. . 
*Tis probable this Ifland change F 
. in a great meaſure Inhabitants an 
Cuſtoms, as well as names, upon. 
the inroads of the. barbarous Nat. 
ons, but chiefly of the Norman 
and Danes, from whoſe Countrid 
and Language the Names of Hol- 
land and Zealand. ſeem to be derig- 
ved. Butabout the year:$60. a Son! 
of the Count of Frize, by a Daughs 
ter of the Emperor Lews the {e, 
cond ,,was by him inſtituted Count. 
of Holland, and gave beginning to; 
that Title ; which running mc? 
that time through ſo many. direc 
or collateral. Succeſſions and ſome. 
Viurpe#] 
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Th Uſurpations , came to end at laſtan-. 
Philip the ſecond, King of Spain, by 

| the defection of the United Provine 
"d ces 


L Under theſe firſt Foreſters and 
% Connes, who began to take thoſe wa- 
11 ted Countries and'mixed people into 
*M their care, and tointend the growth, 
'. ſtrength, and riches of their Subjects, 
© which they eſteemed to be their own; 
Nd many old and demolithed Caſtles 
2N were rebuilt, many new ones erected, 
& and given by the Princes to thoſe of 
7; their Subjects or Friends whom they 
moſt loved or eſteemed, with large 
circuits of Lands for their ſuppott 
and Seigneuril Juriſdiction over the 
Inhabitants. And this upon ſeveral 
1 <calie conditions, but chiefly of atten- 
; dance on therr Prince at the neceſlary 
Xt. times of either honouring him in 
a; Peace, or ſerving him in War. Nay 
67 poſſibly, ſome of theſe Seigneuries 
nd their Juriſdictions, may, as they 
E; pretend, have been the remains of 
-* ſome old Principalities in thoſe 
ſ 5 Coun- 
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Countries among the Gallick and Ger. 
au Nations , the firſt Inſtitutions. 
whereof were loſt inthe immenſity 
of time that preceded the Romaz Dif: 
coveries or Conqueſt , and might be 
derived perhaps from the firſt Pater- 
nal dominion or concurrence of look 
people into orderly. Neighbour: 
hoods, withadeterence, if not ſubje- 
ction tothe wilcſt or braveſt ——_ 
HEM: © #3 
| Under the fame Cots Were C1- 
ther founded or reſtored many Cities 
and Towns; -of :which the old had 
their ancient Freedoras andJuriſdicti: 
ons confirmed , or: others annexed; 
andthenew had either the fame grans 
ted to them by example of the others, 
or great Imminities. and Priviledges 
for the: encouragement. of Inhabi- 
tants to come and. people in them} 
Alltheſe conſtitutions agreeing much 
in ſubſtance, perhaps by 1 imitation , or. 
elſe by the agreeing nature of the 
people for whom, . or by whom they 
Were ir rameds bur differing -in fornt. 
- accord- 
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according to the difference of their 


\ Original, or the ſeveral Natures, Cu-. 


ſtoms, and intereſts of the Princes, 
whoſe Conceſſions many ot them 
were, and all their Permiſhons. 

Another Conſtitution which en- 
tred deep into their Government 
may be derived from another ſource. 
For thoſe Northern Nations, whoſe 
unknown Language and Countries 
perhaps made them be called Barba- 
7045 (though mdeed almoſt all Nati- 
ons out of /taly and Greece were ſtt- 
led ſo by the Romans) but whoſe Vi- 
ctories in obtaining new Seats, .and 
Orders in poſleſſing them , might 
make usallow them for a better po- 
Iicied people than they appeared by 
the vaſtneſs of their multitude, or the 
rage of their Battels, 

Where ever they paſs'd and ſeated: 
their Colonies and Dominions , they 
left a Conſtitution which has ſince 


been called in moſt Exropean Langua- 


ges, The States, Conlitting of three 
Orders, Neble , Eccleſiaſtical and! 
OY B 2 Popa- 
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Popular, under the limited principali- 
ty of one perſon , with the {tile of 
King, Prince, Dake, or Count, "The 
remainders at leaſt, or traces hereof, 
appear ft1}] in all the Principalities 
tounded by thoſe people in Jraly, 
France and Spain ; and were of a 
piece with the preſent Conſtitutions 
in moſt of the great Dominions on 
t other {ide the Khize: And it ſeems 
to have been a temper firſt introduced 
by them between the Tony of the 
Eaſtern Kingdoms ,. and the Laberty 
of the Grecian or Roman Commons - 
wealths. 

 *Fs true, the Gorhs were Gentiles 
when they firſt broke into the Roman 
Empire, till one great ſwarm of this 
people, upon treaty with one of the - 
Roman Emperors, and upon concel- 
ſions. of a great tract of Land to be a 
Seat for their Nation, embraced art 
once the Chriſtian Faith. After which, . 
the ſame people breaking out of the 
Itmits that had been allowed them,and 
by fresh numbers beating all down 

— where 
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where they bent their march ; as they 


were a great means of propagating, 


Religion in many parts of Europe , 
where they extended theirConquelts, 
ſo the zcal of thele new Proſelytes, 


warmed by the veneration they had 


for their Bisghops and Paſtors, and en- 
riched by the ſpoils and poſſeſſions of 
ſo vaſt Countries, ſeem to have been 
the firft that introduced the mainte- 
nance of the Churches and Clergy, 
by endowments of Lands, Lordships 
and Vaſlals , appropriated to them : 
for before this time the Authority of 
the Prieſthood in all Religions feem- 
ed wholly to conſiſt in the peoples 
opinion of their Piety,, Learning and 
Vertues, or areverence for their Cha- 
racter and myſtical C2remonies and 
Inſtirutions; rheir Support, ortheir 
Revenues in the voluntary Oblations 
of pions men, the Bounty of Princes, 
or 11: a certain $share out of the labours 
and gains of thoſe who lived under 
their Curc, and not in any ſubjeCtion 
of mens lives or fortunes, which be- 
B 3 longed 
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longed wholly to the Civil Power: 
And Ammianu , though he taxes the 
L.uxury of the Bishops in Yalentini. 
an's time, yet he ſpeaks of their Ri. 
ches, which occaſioned or fomented 
It, asariſing wholly from the Oblati- 


ons of the people. Bur the Devotion: 
of theſe new Chriſtians introducing 


this new form of endowing their 
Churches; and afterwards Pepin and 
Charlemaign, Kings of the Frauks, up- 
on their victories in /taly, and the fa- 
vour of the Roman Bishop to their 
Title and Arms , having annexed 
ogreat Territories and Juriſdictions to 
that See : "This example or cuſtom 


was followed by moſt Princes of the 


Northern Races through the reſt of 
Europe, and brought into the Clergy 
great poſſeſſions of Lands, and by a 
neceſſary conſequence a great share of 


Temporal Power, from the depen- 


dances of their Subjects or Tenants ; 
by which means they came to be ge- 
nerally one of the three Orders that 
compoſed the Aſſembly of the States 


n eyery Country, 'This 
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This conſtitution of the States had 
been eſtablished from time immemo- 
rial in the ſeveral Provinces of the 
Low-Countreys, and wasoftcn aſlem- 
bled for determining Diſputes avout 
ſucceſſion of their Princes, where 
doubtful or conteſted ; for deciding 
thoſe of great Towns; for railing a 
Militia for the defence of their Coun- 
treys in the Wars of theirNeighbours; 
for advice1n times of dangers abroad, 
or diſcontents at home; bur always 
upon the new Succeſſion of a Prince , 
and upon any new Impoſitions that 
wereneceſlary on the people. The ule 
of this Aſſembly was another of thoſe 
lIibertics whereof the Inhabitants of 
thoſe Provinces were ſo fond and {o 
tenacious. The reſt, beſides thoſe an- 
cient Priviledges already mentioned 
of their Towns, were conceſſions 
and graces of ſeveral Princes i partt- 
cular exemptions or immunities, Ju- 
ri{diction both in choice and exerciſe 
of Magiſtracy and Civil Judicarure 
within themſelyes, or elle in the cu- 

B 4. froms 
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ſtoms of uſing none but Natives n_,j 
Charges and Offices, and paſling all ,, 
weighty affairs by the great Countel ,,,, 
compoſed of the great Lords of the ,c 
Country , who were ina manner all ,; 
Temporal, there being but three Bi. .;q 
Shops 1n all the Seventeen Provinces, .z; 
till the time of Philip the ſecond of .,z 
Spain, 70 
The Revenues of theſe Princes. 
conſiſted in their ancient Demeſnes,in | 
ſmall Cuſtoms (which yetgrew con: -: 
faderable by the greatneſs of Trade in . 
the Maritime Towns) and in the vo- , 11 
Tuntary Contributions of their Sub. 
jects, either in the States, or inpar- -F 
ticular Cities, according to the ne- : 1 
ceſlities of their Prince, or the affe- - t 
tions of the people. Nor were theſe - \ 
l 

| 


frequent ; for the Forces of theſe - 
Counts were compoſed of ſuch 

Lords, who either by their Govern- 

ments, or other Othces, or by the . 
tenure of their Lands, were obliged * 
toattend their Prince on horſe-back, 
with certain numbers of men , upon 


all - 
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all his Wars ; or elſe of a Milices 
-which was call'd Les gens d'Ordon= 
-nauce, Who ſerved on foot, and wer®E 
' not unlike our Train-bands ; the uſe , 
or at leait (tile whereof, was renewed 
in Flanders upon the laſt War with 
France m 1667, when Count Eg- 
9292: Was made by the Governour , 
General de oens d Ordonnance. 

Theſe Forces were defrayed by the 
Cities or Countries , as the others 
were raiſed by the Lords when occa- 
.fton required; and all were licenſed. 
,1mmediately when 1t was paſt , ſo that 

they were of little charge to the 
. Prince. His Wars were but with other 
: Princes of his own\ſme, or Compert- 
. tors to his Principality ; or ftomerimes 
' with the mutimies of his great Towns, 
- Short, though violent, and decided 
by one Battel or Siege; unleſs they 

tell ito the quarrels between Eng- 
. landand France, and then they were 
. engaged but 1n the s&1irts of the War, 
. the groſs of it being waged between 
; thetwo Kings and theſe imaller Prin- 
B 5 Ces 
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I ces made ule of for the credit of All c 
q | ance, or ſometimes the commodiou 
I | neſs of a diverſion, rather than fo 
N any great weight they made in th 
| main of the affair. 

The moſt frequent Wars of th 
Counts of Helland, were with the Fri 
| ſons, apart of the old Saxens; and th 
| fierceſt battels of ſome of the Count 

| 

| 


of Flanders, were with the Norman. a 
that paſt that way into France, am © 
werc the laſt of thoſe Nations tha 1 
have infeſted the more Southern part < 
of Europe. I have ſometimesthought {1 

|] 

| 


| [ how it should have come to paſs, thi 
Mi the infinite ſwarm of that vait Nor 
| thern-tmive, which fo often shook th 


. world ikeagreat'Tempeſt, and oyet 
W' 1 flowed it hke a torrent , chang; 


i. Names, and Cuſtoms, and Govern 
fl ment, and Language, andthe ver 
i face of nature , whereyer they ſeate 
"Of themſelves; which upon record 0 
Jl _ ſtory, under the name of Gazls, piet 


ced into Greece and /taly, fackin 
A! *ome, and belieging the Capitol # 
| Cami... 

'l ii 


Ch.I. of the United Provinces. 19 


Camillus his time ; under that of the 
Cimbers, march'd through France to 
the very confines of /taly, defended 
by < Marius; under that of HAu»s or 
Lombards, Viſogoths, Goths and Vau- 
dals, conquered the whole Forces of 
the Roman Empire 3 ſackt Romethrice 
in ſmall compaſsof years; ſcated their 
Kingdoms in Spainand Africk,as well 
as Lombardy; and under that of Danes 
or Normans, poſleſt themſelves of 
England, agreat part of France, and 
even of Naples and Sicily, How (1 
ſay) theſe Nations, which ſeemed to 
ſpawn in every age, and at ſome 1n- 
tervals of time diſcharged their own 
native Countreys of {o vaitnumbers, 
and with ſuch terror to the world, 
Should about ſeven oreight hundred 
yearsago leave off the uſe of theſe fu- 
rious expeditions, as it on a ſudden 
they should have grown barren, or 
tame, or better contented with their 
own ll chmates.Bur 1 ſuppoſe we owe 
this benefit wholly to the growth an.1 
progreſs of Chriſtianity in the North; 

B 6 by 


20 The Riſe and Progreſs GCh.l1, C 
by which carly and undiftinguis'{. 
copulation , or multitude of Wives, . 
vere ether reſtrained or abrogated: 
by the ſame means learning and c1vi- 
lity got footing among them in ſome 
degree, andencloſed certain circuits 
of thoſe vaſt Religions, by the di- 
ſtinctions. and bounds of Kingdoms, 
Princpalities,or Commonalties. Men 
began to leave their wilder lives, ſpent 
without other cares or pleaſures than 
of food, or of luſt, and betook them- 
ſelves to the eaſe and entertunment of 1 
{ocicties: With order and labour, ri 
ches began, and trade followed; and 
theſe made way for Luxury, and that 
for many diſeaſes or 1] habits of the 
body, which, unknown to the for- 
mer and {1mpler ages, began toshort- 
en and weaken both life and procre- 
ation. Beſides, the diviſions and Crs 
cles of dommion occaltoned Wars 
between the ſeveral Nations, though 
of one Faith; and thoſe of the Poles, 
Hungarians and Muſcovites , with 
the Turks or Tartars, made greater: 
Nang 
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 flaughters; and by theſe accidents 1 
ſuppoſe the numbers of thoſe fertil 


broods have been leſſened, and their 
limits in a meaſure confined ; and WE 
have had thereby for ſo long together 
in theſe parts of the world, the ho- 
nourand liberty of drawing our own 


| blood, uponthe quarrels. of humour 


or avarice, ambition or pride, without: 
the aſſiſtance or need of any barba- 
rous Nations to deſtroy us. 

But toend this digreflion, andre- 
turn to the Low-Conuntries, where the 
Government laſted in the form and 
manner deſcribed (though in ſeyeral 
Principalities) till Philip of Burgundy, 
m whom all the Seventeen Provinces 
came to beunited. 

By this great extent of a populous 
Countrey, and the mighty growth 
of Trade in Bruges, Gant, and Ant- 
werp, attributed by Comines to the 
goodneſs of the Princes, andeaſe and 
ſafety of the people; both Philip and 
his Son Charles the Hardy , found 
themſelyesa Match for France, then 
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France, was the Houſe of Burgaund 
under Charles and e Maximilian o 
Auſtria ( who married his Daughte 


and Heir, ) and afterwards unde 
Charles the Fifth, their Grand child 
almoſt conſtantly engaged ; the 


courſe, {ucceſles , and revolution 
whereof are commonly known. 
Philip of Burgundy, who begar 


them, was a; good and wiſe Prince, 


lov'd by lis Subjects, and eſteemed by 


his Enemies; and took his meaſures 
. ſo well, that upon the declining of 
the Eng1ish greatneſs abroad, by their 
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much weakened, as well by the lat q 
Wars of Evglarnd, as'the factions q_ 
their Princes. And in the Wars with 


diſlenſions at home , he ended his - 


quarrels in France, by a Peace with 
ſafety and honour. So that he took no 
- pretence from his Greatneſs, - or his 


Wars, to change any thing in rhe 


forms of his Government : But 
Charles the Hardy , engaging more 
 Tashly againſt France, and the Swit- 
'a6r5, began to ask greater and fre- 
quent 
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| quent Contributions of his Subjects 3 
{ . which gain'd at firſt by the credit of 
* his Father's Government and tis 
own great deſigns, but ſpent in an 
unfortunate War , made his people 
diſcontented.and him diſeſteemed, till 
he ended an unhappy life by an un- 
timely death, in the Battel of Nancy. 
In the time of A7aximilian, ſeveral 
German 'Troops were brought down 
into F/anders for their defence againſt 
France ; and 1n that of :Charles the 
Fifth, much greater Forces of Spa= 
wiards and Italians upon the ſame oc- 
_ caſion; athing unknown to the Low- 
Conntrey-men1nthe time of their for- 
mer Princes, But through the whole 
. courle of this Emperor's Reign, who 
was commonly on the fortunate 
hand, his greatneſs and fame increa- 
{ing together, ether diverted or ſup- 
prefled any diſcontents of his Sub- 
jects upon the increaſe of their pay- 
ments, or the grievance of ſo many 
torez2n Troops among them, Beſides, 
Charles Was of agentleanda generous 
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nature; and being born in the Low. w 
_ Conmreys, was naturally kind andea. jn 
ſic to thar people, whoſe Cuſtoms and th 


Language he always uſed when he 
was among them, and employed all 


their great men 1n the charges of his 
. Courr, his Government, or his Ar- 
mies, through rhe ſeveral parts of his 


vait Domimions ; ſo that upon the 


laſt great action of his life , which was 


the reſignation of his Crowns to his 


Son and Brother, heleft to Philip the 
Second the Seventeen Provinces, in 
a condition as peaceable, and as loyal_ 
as either Prince or Subjects could de- - 


fire. 


Philip the Second coming to the 


poſleſſion of ſo many and great Do-' 
- minions, about the year 1556. after 
ſome trial of good and ill fortune in. 
| the War with France (which was left: 
him by his Father like an encum- 
- brance upon a great Eſtate, ) reftored .- 
FCambray, not only the ' 

- quiet of his own Countreys, but in 
a manner ofall Chriſtendom , which 
way 


by the Peace © 


x; 
, 
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). was in ſome degree or other engaged 
> in thequarrel of theſe Princes. Aiter 
d this he reſolved to return into Spain , 
e and leave the Low-Countreys under a 
| ſubordinate Government, which had 
5 beenti!l Charles the Fifth's time the 
. conſtant Seat of their Princes, and 
; 'shar*drhe preſence of that great Em- 
peror with the reſt of his Dominions. 
Bur Philipa Spaniard born, retaining 
from the Climate or Education of 
- that Country , the Severeneſs and 
Gravity of the Nation , which the 
 Flemings called re{erve-*neſsand pride; 
conferring the Offices of his Houſe 
_ and the honour of his Counſel and 
confidence upon Spaniards, and there=- 
' by introducing their (ZJuſtoms, Habit, 
and Language into the Court of 
Flanders, continuing after the Peace, 
thoſe Sparwh and 7ralian Forces, and 
the demand of Supplies from the 
-. States, Which the War had made ne- 
ceſlary , and the caſterſupported ; he 
ſoon lefr oft being lov'd, and began to 
be feared by the Inhabitants of thoſe 
Provinces. But 
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But Phil rhe Second thought 1, 
not agreemg with rhe pomp ang, 
greatneſs of the houle of 4uſtr14, al 1 
ready at the head of ſo mighty Do gg, 
minions ; nor with his deſigns of ; ,. 
yer ;,cearer Empire, to conſider th £1 
diſcontents or grievances of {o ſmall: ,,F 
Countrey; nor to be limited by thei the 
ancient forms of government : all gre 
therefore at his departure for Spain can 
and ſubſtitution of his natural Siſter. the 
the Dutcheis of Parma, for Gover ;n 1 
neſs of the Low-Corntreys , afliſti 
by the Miniſtry of Granvel , he lef thi 


her inſtructed to continue the foreign th; 


Troops, andthe demand of money th 
from the States for their ſupport,” by 
which was now by a long courſe d in 
War grown cuſtomary among them, |: 
and the Sums only diſputed between w 
the Prince and the States: To efts et 
blish the fourteen Bishops he had # g 


greed with the Pope, should be ad n 
ded to the three that were anciently Þ 
mn the Low-Conuntreys; to revive tht t 
Edicts of Charles the Fifth againk « 
Luther ( 
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Luther , publish'd in a Diet of the 
Empireabout the year 1550, but EC- 
'luded in the Low-Countreys even 1N 
' that Emperor's time; and thereby to 
' make way for the Inquiſition with the 
fame courſe it had receiyed in Spais z 
of which the Lutherans here , and 
the « Moors there, were made an equal 
pretence. And theſe points, asrhey 
came to be owned and executed. made 
the firſt commotions of mens minds 
in the Provinces, 

The hatred of the people againſt 
the Spaniards , and the inſolencics of 
thoſe Troops , with the charge of 
their ſupport , made them lookt upon 
'by the inhabitants in general, as the 
inſtruments: of their oppreſſion and 
ſlavery, and not of their defence, 
when ageneral Peace had left them no 
enemies; and therefore the States be- 
gan here their complaints, with a ge- 
neral conſent and paſſion of all the 
Nobles, as well as Towns and Coun- 
trey. And upon the delays that were 
contrived, or fell in; the States firſt 


refuſed 
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refuſed to raiſe any more moneys, ethe 
ther for the Spariards pay , or thayhe 
own ſtanding Troops; and the pe cul: 
pleran into fo great deſpair, thatyar it 
Zealand they abſolutely gave oveont 
the working at their Digues,ſufferin erec 
the Sea to gain every Tide upon th Col 
Countrey ; and refolving (as the ant 
ſaid} rather to be devoured by thi for 
Element, than by the Spanish Saul Co 
diers : So that after many diſpute folr 
and intrigues between the Governe| An 
and the Provinces, the King upa bre 
her Remonſtrances was induced ty Cel! 
their removal ; which was according, Pre 
ly performed with great joy and ap, M! 
plauſe ot the people, AG 

The erc&ing of fourteen new Bj TN 
$hops Sees, - raiſed the next conteſt; he: 
The great Lords look?d upon this in. W? 
novation as aleſſening of their pow. _. 
er, by introducing ſo many new men **' 
to the great Counſel. The Abboy lip 
out of whoſe Landsrhey were to bt B' 
endowed) pleaded againſt it.as a vis th 
lent uſurpation upon the rights of © 
the. 
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the Church, and the will of the Dead, 
who had given thoſe Lands toa part1- 
cular uſe. The Commons murmured 
at it as a new degree of oppreſſion up- 
on their conſcience or liberty , by the 
erecting ſo many new Spiritual 
Courts of Judicature, and ſo great 
anumber of Judges, being ſeventeen 
for three , that were before in the 
Countrey ; and thoſe depending abs 
folutely upon the Pope, or the King. 
Andall men declaimed againſt it as a 
breach of the King's Oath at his ac- 
cciſ1on to the Government, for the 
preſerving the Church and the Laws 
m the ſame ſtate he found them. How- 
ever , this point was gain'd entirely by 
the Governeſs, and carried over the 
head of all oppoſition, though not 
withour leaving a general diſcontent. 

In the midſt of theſe ill humours 
fiirring in Flanders, the Wars of Re- 
Iigion breaking out in France, drove 
great numbers of Calwiniſts into all 
thoſe parts of the Low-Conmreys that 
confine upon Fraxce, as-the troubles 


of 
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of Germany had before of Luthera F 
into the Provinces about the Rhin 
and the perſecutions under Queg , 
Mary, thoſe of the Church of En , 
land into Flanders and Brabant, h <1 
the great commerce of this Kingdol ,1 
with Brages and eAntwerp. el 
Theſe accidents and neighbout , 
hoods filled theſe Countreys in; 4 
{mall tract of time with ſwarms of th , 
Reformed Profeſſors ; and the al ,. 
miration of their zeal, the opinion & 
their doctrine and piety , the compa ,, 
fion of their ſufferings, theinfuſiq 
of their diſcontents, or the humoy 4 
of the age , gain'd them every da q 
many Proſelytes in the Low-Com xj 
zreys, lomeamong the Nobles, man 
among the Villages, but moſtamon p 
the Cities, whoſe Trade and Ricks. 
were much increaſed by theſe new in. þ 
habitants; and whole intcreſt there 
by as well as converſation, drew they þb 
on to their favour. "1 A 
_ 'This made work for the Inquiſiy h 
on., though moderately nero In 
AC 4 
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9 the prudence and temper of the Go- 
t verne(s, mediating between the rigor 
© of Granvel, who ſtrained up to the 
1 higheſt his Maſter's Authority , and 
Y the execution of hiscommands upon 
all occaſions ; and the reſolutenelſs of 
the L.ords of the Provinces, totem - 
ger the King's Edicts, and-protect the 
6 [berries of their Countrey againft 
h the adnnſtion of «this new and arbitra- 
U xy Judicature, unknown to all anci- 
0 ent laws and cuſtoms of the Coun- 
a trey; andtfor that, not leſs odious to 
0 the. people, than for the cruelty of 
MN their executions. For before the In- 
2 quiſition, thecare of Religion was ith 
A the Bishops; and before that, in the 
n Civil Magiſtrates throughout the 
MN Provinces. SY nt oY 
KW Upon angry 'debates in Counſel; 
I. but chiefly upon' the univerſal Mini- 
try of Granvel;; a Burgundian of mean 
& birth, grownat laſt to bea Cardinal; 
3! and more famous for the greatneſsof 
W his parts , than the goodneſs ofthis £ 
life, the chief Lords-of the C ouns. .',. 
F trey ' 2 
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trey (among - whom the Prince q:; 
] 


Orange, Counts Egmont and Hory 
the Marqueſs of Berghen and «Mn * 
ztigny,were moſt conſiderable) grew t ' 
ſo violent and implacable a hatred d ' 
the Cardinal (whether from paſlia 
or intereſt) which was ſo univerſalh /; 
ſpread through the whole body of th *] 
people, either by the cauſes of it, @ : 


p 
, 
4 


the example; thar the Lords firſt re. 
fuſed their attendance in Counſe| *; 
proteſting not to endure the (ſight q ! 
a man ſo abſolute there, and ro th « 
ruin: of their: Country : and after 'r 
wards petitioned the King in th *: 
name of the whole Countrey, for h ' 
remoyal : upon the delay whereof ; 


and the continuance of the Inquif t 
tion, the peopleappeared upon dail * 

occaſions and accidents, heated to thi 
degree, as threatned a general con £ 


buſtion in the whole body, whenevy 


the leaſt flame should break our © 
any part. 1 Tt 
- ; But the King at length conſentd*o 


to Granvel's receſs, by the opinion E 
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&-the Dutcheſs of Parma, as well as the 
purſuit of the Provinces, whereupon 
 'the Lords re-aſlumed their places in 
't 'Counſel, Count Egmon was ſent 1n- 
« to Spain to repreſent the Grievances 
a 'of the Provinces; and being favour- 
l} ably diſpatch'd by the King , efpecial- 
h '1y by remitting the rigor of the Edicts 
94 about Religion, and the Inquiſition ; 
6 all noiſe of diſcontent and tumult was 
d appeaſed, the Lords were madeuſe of 
«0 by the Governeſs in the Counſel, and 
hb" conduct of affurs ; and the Gover- 
& "neſs was by the Lords both obeyed 
h "and honoured. RL TRE 
h © In the beginning of the year T5657. 
1 \there was a Talimuce at Bayonne be- 
i Tween Karharine Queen - mother - of 
il Fra , and her Son Charles the 
4 Ninth (though very young) with his 
y Siſter //ſabe!la Queen of Spain: 'in 
{ which no other perfon but the Duke 
$ of Alva interven'd, being depured 
+ thither by Philip, who excuſed his 
down preſence, and thereby made his 
d Enteryiew paſs for an effe& or 'cx: 


* . 


It 
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preſſion of kindneſs between the " 
ther and her Children. Whethg | 
great. Reſolutions are the more Ni | 
ſpected, where great ſecreſie is ob 
fir ved 3 orit be true, what the Pri ng 
of Orange affirmed to have by aca 
dent gif overed, That the extirpatig 
of all Famifie which Should profe 
the New Religion in'the French ( 
Spansh, Domimons, was here agr & 
-on 4. with mutual aſliſtance of the tw 
Crowns; *Tis certain , and was ow 
ed, that matters of Religion were 
ſubject of that:Conference: . and thy 
"On after,in the ſame year,came Le 
from King Philip to the Dutchd 
of Þ rm4, dilclaiming the interpr 
ting. which had been given to þ 
Jeter rsby Cgunt Exmont, declaring 
His  pleaſurg WAS. that all Heretid 
$hou}d be ppt. "td cath withoyt,g 
miſhpa P "Thai theEmpero! or's Ea © 
and the Council of Trent, should} 
publihes and. oþery ved ; pi col 
manding., Fe At ahh irmoſt afliſtang 
7h 


[ WET, should be gal 


of .the Ci 
rothe Inquiſition. V 
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When this was divulged at firſt,the 


ha aftonischment was great throughout 
| . their Provinces; bur- that ſoon gave 


way to their rage , which began to ap- 
pear in their looks, . in their ſpeeches, 
their bold meetings and libels; and 
was increaſed by rhe miſerable ſpe- 


| Etacles of ſo many executions upon 


account of Religion, The conſtancy 
of the ſufferers, and compaſſion. of 
the beholders, conſpiring generally to 
leſſen the opinion of guilt or crime, 
and heighten a deteſtation of the pu- 
nishment, and defire of revenge, a- 
g4jnſt the authors of that Counſel, of 
whom the Duke of Alva was eſteem- 
ed the chief” _ Rt num 
| Inthe beginning of the year 1566. 
began an open muriny of the Citizens 


| 4n many Towns, hindring Executi- 


ons, and forcing Priſons and Officers; 
and this was followed by i confedera- 
cy of the Lords, never to fliffer the 
Inquiſition In the Low-Countreys ? as 
contrary toall Laws both Sacred and 
Prophane, and exceeding the cruetty 
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of all former T'yrannies. Upon which 
all reſolutions of force or rigor grey 
unſafe for the Government, now tog 
weak for ſuch a revolution of the 
people; and on the other fide, Bre. 
derode, in confidence of the general fa. 
vour, came in the head ot two hun- 
dred Gentlemen , through the Pro- 
vinces to Bruxelles, and in bold terms 
petitioned the Governels for abolish. 
ing the Inquiſition, and Edifts about 
Religion; and that new ones should 
be fram'd by a Convention of th& 
States. | i IS 
The Governeſs was forced to uſt 
gentle Remedies to ſo violent a Dif: 
caſe; to receive the Petition without 
Show of the reſentment $she had at ” 
heart, and to promiſe a repreſentation 
of their defires to rhe King; which 
was accordingly done : But though 
the King was ſtartled with ſuch con- 
ſequences of his laſt commands, and 
at length induced ro recal them; . yet 
whether by the ſlowneſs of his na- 
ture , or the forms of the Spanish/ 
| Coun 
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zreys when all was in flame by an in- 
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Court, the Anſwer came too late : and 
as all his former Conceſſions, ether 
by delay or teſtimonies of il}-will or 
meaning in them, haſt loſt the good 
orace; ſo this loſt abſolutely the ct- 


{ct , and came into the Low-Comnn- 


furre&ion of the meaner people 
through many great Towns of Flan- 


' ders, Holland and Utrecht; who fell 


violently upon the ſpoil of Churches, 
and defleattion of Images , with a 
thouſand circumſtances of barbarous 
and brutish fury ; which with the ln - 
ſtiturion of Confiſtories and Magt - 
ſtrates in each Town among thoſc of 
the Reformed profeſſion , with pub- 
Iick confederacies and diſtinEtions , 


_ and private contributions agreed up- 
on for the ſupport of their common 


cauſe, gave the firſt date in this year 
of 1566. to the Revolt of the Low- 

Conntreys, = 
But the Nobility of the Country, 
and the richef}; of the people in > fe 
Cities , though unſatisfied with the 
C 3 © Gos 
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Government, yet _— the effefs, 1 
and abhorring the rage popular : 
mults, asthe worſt > Cailef that c 
| befall any State; and Encouraged b 
the arrival of the King's Conceſhon 
began to ume their Counſels ani 
Forces with thoſe of the Governek, 
3nd to employ themſelves both wit! 
great vigor and loyalty, for ſuppref 
F vg the late Inſurreftions, that hat 
ſeized upon many, and shaken mol 
of the Cities of the Provinces; it 
which the Prince of Orange an 
Count Egmont were great Inftru 
ments,by the authority of their grea. 
Charges ( one being Governour d_ 
Holland and Zealand , and the othet 
of Flanders; ) but more by the gene 
ral loveand confidence of the people: 
till by the reducing of Yalenciennt), 
"HMaeftricht and the Burſe by Arms; 
the ſubmiſſion of Aziwerp and othet 
Towns; the defection of Count Ep. 
"'mont from the ,Counſtls 6f rft ton 
 federateÞ.ords' (as they were alley 
' the retreat of this Prince of Orange 
to. 
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to Germany , and the death of Bredes 
rode, with the newsand preparations 

of King Philip's ſudden journey 1nto 

the Low-Courntreys , AS well as' the 

prudence and moderation of the 

Dutcheſs in governing all theſe cir- 

cumſtances , the whoie eſtate of rhe 

Provinces was perfe&ly reſtored to 

Its former peace, obedience, and at 

leaſt appearance of loyalty. 

King Philip, whether having never 
really decreed his journey into F/ar- 
ders, or diverted by the pactfication 
of the Provinces, and apprehenſion of 
the Moors rebelling in Spain , ora dit- 
truſt of his Son Prince Charles his 
. violent paſſions and diſpoſitions ,- or 
. Uteexpectation of what hail been re- 
, folved at Bayonne, growing ripe for 
execution in Fraxzce, gave over the diſ- 
, Courſe of ſeeing the Low-Countreys ; 
| butattheſame time rook up the reſo- 
lution for diſpatching the Duke of 
e//vathitheratthe head of an Army 
| of ten thouſand Veterane Spanib, 

and /talian Troops, for the afliſtagce 
GC of 
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of the Governeſs, the execution & 
the Laws. the ſuppreflion and punish. | 
ment of all who had been authors of 
tomenters of the late Seditions. or 
This refult was put ſuddenly in ec 
execution, though wholly againſt the- x 
advice of the Dutcheſs of Parmain t 
f 

I 


Flanders, and the Duke of Feria (one 
of the chief Miniſters) in Spain; 
who thought the preſent peace of the 
Provinces ought not to be invaded by.” x 
new accafions; nor the Royal Aus * 
thority leflened , by being made q 1 
party in a War upon his Subjects; « 
nor a Miniſter employed where he 
was ſo profeſledly both hating and ha-. « 
red.as the Duke of Alva m the Low- = 
Conmreys, 
 Burtthe King was unmovable ; ſo: 
that in the end of the year 1567 the 
Duke of Alva arrived there with an 
army of ten thouſand, the beſt Spa-! 
»#h and [talian Souldiers, under the 
command of the choiceſt Officers 
which the Wars of Charles the F ifth,: 
or Philip the Second had bred up'in. 
Europe ; 
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f Enrope ; which with two thouſand 
» Germans the Dutcheſs of Parma had 
raiſed in the laſt tumults, and under 
"the command of fo old and renown- 
| ed a General as the Duke of Alva, 
'- made up a Force, which nothing in 
n the Low-Conntreys could look in the 
et face with other eyes, than of aſtonish= 
3 ment, ſubmiſhon, or deſpair. 
& Upon the firſt report of this Ex- 
pedition, the Trading-people of the 
Towns and Countrey began 1n vaſt 
numbers to retire out of the Provin- 
3 Cccs; ſo as the Dutcheſs wrote to the 
e King, thatin few daysabovean hun- 
-. dredthoufand men had lefr the Coun- 
- trey, and withdrawn both their Moe 
. ney and goods, and more were fol- 
: lowing every day : ſo great antipathy 
; there ever appears between Mer- 
- Chants and Souldiers; whilſt one pre- 
-. tends to be iafc under Laws, which 
the other pretends shail be ſubject ro 
: IisSword, and-his Will. And upon 
, the firſt aEtion of the Duke of tvs 
after his arrival , which was the ſeiz- 
C5 17 
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ing Count Egront and Horn, as wal 


as the ſuſpe&ted death of the Mar 
queſs of Berghen, and impriſonment} 


from the Dutchels, ) she immediate) 
deſired leave of the King to retire oli 
of the Low-Conntreys. 

This was eaſily obtained, and the 
Duke of Alva inveſted in the Go, 
vernment , with powers never givet 


before to any Governour : A Coun 


ſel of twelve was erected for trial d 
all Crimes committed againſt rhi 
King's Authority, which was calle 


by the people The Counſel of Blood 


Greatnumbers were condemned and 
executed by ſentence of this Counſd, 
upon account of the late Infurre& 


ons; more by that of the Inquiſition, 


againſt the parting - adviſe of tht 


Dutcheſ of Parma, and the exclt 


mations of the people at thoſe illegl 
Courts. The Towns ftomached th 


breach of FRED Charters , the peoph 


of Montigny im Spain ( whither ſonit 
months before they had been ſent 
with Commiſſion and InſtruCtiors 


wt A a oe, -a OO . 
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_ their Liberties, the Knights of the 
im Golden-Fleece the Charter of their 
i Order , by theſe new and odious 
Courts of Judicature : all complain 
#2. of the diſuſe of the Srares , , of rhe 1 in- 
rroduction af Armies, but all; in vain : | 
The King was coliftat ro what he 
had dc -rermined; 'eAtud was in his: na- 
ture cruel and incxorable,' the new 
Army was fierce and brave, and de- 
ſirous of nothing ſo much asa Rebel- 
hon in the Countrey 3 ; the people 
* wereenraged, but awed and unhead- 
ed; all was ſeizure and proceſs, con- 
fiſcation and imprifonment, blood 
and horror, infolence and dejeation , 
punishments executed, and mediated 
x revenge: The ſmaller br anches were 
1 Jopr off : apace, the great ones were 
+ longer a hewing down, | Count £g- 
I mont rand Horn laſted ſeveral months, 
bur at length in ſpight of all their ſer= 
vicesto Charles the © ifth, and to Ph: 
lip,as well as of their new merits 1n the 
quieting of the Provinces, and of 
great Supplications and Intercefions 

( 6 as 
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as were made in their fayour both n 
Spain and in Flaxgers , they were 
publickly beheaded at Bruxelles, 
which ſeemedto break all patience m 
the people; and by their end, to give 
thoſe commotionsa beginning , which 
coft Earope ſo much Blood, and 


Spain a great part of the Low'-Conn. 
zrey Provinces. 

After the proceſs of Egment and 
Horn, the Prince of Orange, who wa 
retired into Germany, was ſummoned 
to his T'rial for the ſame crimes which 
the others had been accuſed ; andup., 
on his not appearing, was condemned, 
proclaimed Traitor, and his wholeſ 
eſtate ( which was "_y great In the; 
Provinces, and m Bzrgeray) ſeized] 
ypon as forfeited tothe King. The) 
Prince treated1n this manner *while hel 
was quict and unarmed in Germazy,| 
employs all his credit with thoſe Prinz] 
ces engaged to him by Alliance, or byþ 
omnmon fears of the Houſe of Au«þ 
ſiria ; throws off all obedience ta} 
the Duke of 4144, raiſes Forces, joyns| 


4 WW th 


as, dad 


” Ch.l. of the United Provinces. 45 
| with great numbers flocking to him 


out of the Provinces; all enraged at 
the Duke of 41va's cruel and arbitra- 
ry government, and reſolved to re- 
venge Count Egmont's death (who 
had ever been the darling of the peo- 
ple.) With theſe Troops he enters 
Friezeland, and invades the outward 
parts of Brabant , receives {uccors 
from the Proteſtants of France, then 
in arms under the Prince of Conde. 
And after many various encounters 
and ſucceſles, by the great conduct of 
Alva and valour of his Veterane Ar- 
my , being hindred from ſerzing upon 
any Town in Brabant ( which both - 
of them knew would shake the fidelt- 
ty of the Provinces,) he is at length 
forced to break up his Army, and to | 
retire into Germany, Hereupon Alva 
returns in triumph to Braxelles; and, 
as if he had made a conqueſt inftead 
of a defence, cauſes out of the Can- 
non taken from Lews of Naſſas, his 
Statue to be caſt in Braſs, treading and 
inſulting upon two ſmaller Statues 
C 7 - that 
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that repreſented the two eſtates of "7 
Low-Conntreys ; and this to' be, erg * 
&ed in the Citadel he had* bnilt'y 
Antwerpfor the abſolute ſubjecting o| * 
that rich, populous, and mutinoy | 
'T own. 

Nothing had raiſed or eater 1ndig; 
_ nation among the Flemings, than the 


publick#ighr and oftentation of thy 


Statue, and the more, becauſe they 
knew the boaſt to be true, finding 
their ancient hberties and priviledges 
(the inheritance of ſo many Ages, or 


bounty of ſo many Princes ) all row 


proſtrate before this one man's Sword 
and Will, who from the time of 
Charles the Fifth had ever been e- 
ſteemed an enemy of their Nation) 


and author of all the Counſels for 
the abſolute ſubduing their Coun | 


trey.. 
- But Alva mov'd withno rumors, 
terrified with no threats from a bro- 


ken and unarmed people, and think- | 


ingno meaſurcs nor forms were any 


more reneceſlary to be obſeryed in the | 
. Low- ; 
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Low-Countreys 3 pretends greater 

ns ---o- ML POQ-6T 7 5 DARE, 
ſums are neceſſary 'for the pay and rc- 
ward of his victorious 'Troops, than 
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' King's requeſt , by the States of the 


»% 4 
-& 


*were annually granted upon the 


Provinces: and therefore demands a 
eneral Tax of the hundredth part 
of every man's eſtate 1n the Low-= 


| Conntreys , to be raiſedat on@: And 


for the future, the twentieth of all 
immovables, and the tenth of al 
that was ſold. — 
The States with much reluctancy 
conſent to the firſt,as a thing that end- 
ed at once; bur refuſed rhe other 
two,alledging the poyerty of the Pro- 
vinces, and theruin of trade. Upon 
the Dukes perſiſting , they petition 
the King by Meſlengers into Spain, 
but without redreſs 3; draw out the 
year inconteſts, ſometimes ſtomach- 
ful, ſometimes humble with the Go- 
vernor; till the Duke, impatient of 
further delay, cauſes the Edi&t, with- 
out conſent of the States, to be pub- 
Iished at Bruxelles, The people re- 


tuſe_ 
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fuſe.ro pay; the Souldiers begin toh, 


vy by force; the Towns-men all shy\, 


up: their Shops ; the pcople in th 4 
Countrey forbear the Market, ſoz 
not ſo much as bread or meat 15 tol5q, 
bought in the Town. The Duke 1 #;, 
enraged , and calls the Souldiers ty 
arms, and commands ſeveral of thi yy 
Inhabitants , who refuſed the pay |} 
ments, to be hanged that very night Je 
upon their Sign-poſts, which no þ 
thing moves the obſtinacy of the pea. þ 
ple. And now the Ofticers and the -t] 
Guards are ready to begin the Exc v 
cutions , when news comes to Town- 1; 
of the raking of the Brie! by the Get, C 
ſes, and of the expectation that had. \ 
given ofa ſudden Reyolt in the Pros: 1 
VInce of Holland. nt E 
. This. unexpected blow ſtruck the. 
Duke of Alva ; and foreſeeing the: 
conſequences of it, becauſe he knew: 
the ſtubble was dry , and now he+ 
found the: fire was fallen in , hey 
thought it an ill time to make an end © 
of the Tragedy in Brabant , whilſt a # 
NEW > 
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# new Secne was opened in Ho/land ; 

Wand fo viving over for the preſent his 
Y Taxcs and Executions , applies Ins 


4 


| thoughts ro the ſupprefſion of this. 


new enemy that broke in upon him 
'I-from the Sea; and for that reaſon the 
0 bottom and reach of the deſign, as 
MN well as the nature and ſtrength of 
} their Forces, were to the Duke the 
t Icſs known, and the more ſuſpected. 
> Now becauſe this ſeizure of the Briel 
& bepan the ſecond great commotion of 
&.the Low-Conrtreys in 1570. and that 
* Which indeed never ended but m the 
i” lots of thoſe Provinces, where the 
# death of the Spaxich and Royal Go- 
l. vernment, gavc life to a new Com- 
-* mon-wealth: It will be neceſflary to 
- know what ſort of men, and by what 
; accidents united, and by what fears 
+- or hopes emboldned , were the firſt 
& authors of this adventure. | 
: Upon Brederod's delivering a Peti- 
 t10n to the Dutcheſs of Parma, againft 
© the Inquiſition, and for ſome liberty 
« 1n poiut of Religion; thoſe perſons 
; _ which 
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go The Riſe and Progreſs Chill; 
which attended him, looking mes 
in their cloaths and their garb , we 4, 
called by one of the Courtiers ' 
their entrance into the Palace, Gexſd 5 
which ſignifies beggars : a nams A 
though raiſed by chance or by ſcort 1 
yet affeCted by the party as an exprl ; 
ſon of humility and diſtreſs , an 
uſed ever after by both fidesas a nati} ,, 
of diſtinftion , comprehending 4 x 
who diſſented from the Romy. 
Church , how different ſocyer 1n op . 
nion among themſelves. y 
Theſe men ſpread in greatnumba |, 
through the whole extent of the Prg | 
vinces, by the accidents and diſpol.. 
tions already mentioned; after th _ 
appealing of their farſt Sedicion, wet. 
broken in their common Counſels 
and by the cruelty of rhe Inquiſition, 
and rigor of eAlva, were in gre 
multitudes forced to retire our of tit. 
Provinces, ar leaſt ſuch as had mea. 
or hopes of {ubſiſting abroad : Mall; 
of the poorer and moredeſperate, Al 
intothe Woods of the upper Colt * 
tro 
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 Fkreys (where they are thick and wild,) 
and liv'd upon =: and in the firſt 
ry _ of the Prince of Orange his 
1 Forces, did great miſchiefs to all ſcat- 


! terdpartics of the Duke of eAlva's 
3 Troops in their march through thoſe 
; __ But after that attempt of the 
7 Prince ended without ſucceſs, and he 
2 vas forced back into Germany ,. the 
{ Count of March, a violent and im- 
{ Placable enemy to the Duke of Alva 
| Eid his Government , with many 0- 
, Thers of the broken Troops (whom 
7 .the fame fortune and diſpoſition had 
3 left together in Frieze/and, ) mann'd 
i. out ſome Ships of ſmall force, and 
{ - betook themſelves to Sea; and with 
' Commiſſions from the Prince of 
| Orazge, began to prey upon all they 
', could maſter, that belonged to the 
* Spanmarads, They ſometimessheltered, 

| and watered, and ſold their Prizes in 
, ſome Crecks or ſmall Harbours of 
1 England, though forbidden' by Qu. 
F Elizabrth ( then in Peace with Spain;) 
ſometimes in the River Ems, or fome 
== {mall 


52 The Riſe and Progreſs Ch\{{ 
ſmall Ports of Friezeland , _ if 


riches by theſe adventures, whet x 
toſell, ortorefresh ; whether driy©© 
by ſtorm, or led by deſign ( uphP 
knowledge of the ll blood hichyt 
new Taxes had bred in all the Py Þ* 
vinces) they landed in the Ifand1® 
Briel, aflaulted and carried the Tow mc 
pull'd down the Images in .tl* 
Churches, profeſſed openly their RF 
I1gion , declared againſt the Taxes aj 
tyranny of the Spanib Governme | 
and were immediately followed + 
the revolt of moſt of the Towns}S 
Holland, Zealand, and Weſt- Fried $4 
land., who throughout the Spanil 
Gar riſons , Fenounced their obediend- 
to King Philip, and (wore ws 
the Prince of Orange, 

'The Prince returned out of Gal 
many with new Forces; and makifh} 
uſe of this fury of the people, col 
tented himſelf not with Holland a 
Zaaland, bur march'd up into the w 


ry heart of the Provinces, withif 
Fa 
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'Gvc leagues of Bruxelles , ferzing up- 
on Aechlin, and many other Towns, 
EWith ſo great conſent, applauſe, and 
yg concourſe of people, that the whole. 
1 Spanich Dominion ſeemed now ready 
go expire in the Low-Conntreys , if 1t 
n ad not been revived by the Maſſacre 
4 of the Proteſtants at Pars; which 
;Contrived by joynt Counſels with 
\King Philip, and acted by a Spanish 
| party in the Court of France, and 
I Wurt ſo fatal a blow to the contrary 
4Paction, cncouraged the Duke of 
i 2lva, and dampt the Prince 'of 
FOrazge in the ſame degree; ſo that 
4 one gathers ſtrength enough to de- 
Fend the heart of the Provinces, and 
{Te other retires-1nto Holland, and 
4 Makes that the ſeat of the War. 
*, This Countrey was —_— Its 
,4Nature and ſcat among the Waterp 
43 Tat encompaſs and divide it:; bur 
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}* }F 


! ore by a _— ſort of people at 
7 oftned by trade or by 


z 
* » 
. 


& 


Aches, leſs uſed to grants of money 
9nd taxcs; and ol of their ancient 
Vee. fame 
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ane recordedin-the Reman Be : 
of being obſtinate, defenders of thy. 
Liberties; and now moſt implacgh 


haters of the Spanzh name. | | | 
All theſe; diſpoſitious were incr q 


ſed and hardned in the War thar en 
ed under the Duke of Alva's c 
duct, or his Son's; by the faugld 
of all innocent perſonsand ſexes, . 
on the taking of Naerden , wheret 
houſes were burnt, and the walls] 
velled to the ground: by the deh 
Tate defence of Haerlem for | 
months, withallthe praficesandj 
turns of 1 12nominy ; , cruelty and iq, 
on bath: fides; while the very : 
men liſted themſelves in compani} 
repaired breaches, gave alarms, q. 
beat up. qyarters ,, till all Yonge: 
Sg Rea hungred [Burgers (al 
Hd, rrender ) ). were Wifi - in. v'k 
lood | ,. Among many othere eXA) 
f an incenſed Conqueror ;. "wil 
- the humor of the partics i . 
more deſperate, and their hatreq 
Spain and Alua incurable. * 
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8 Theſame army broken and forced. 
to riſc from before eAlcmaer, after a 
Y Jong and fierce ſiege in elva's time; 
: and from before Leyden in thetime of 


T Requiſenes ( where the Boors them- 
" ſelves opened the Sluyces , and 
9 drown'd the Countrey , reſolving to 
miſchief rhe Spaniards at the charge 
4 of their ownruin, ) gave the great 
7 xurntoaffairsin Holland. _ 
The King grows ſenſible of dan- 
i er , andapprehenſive of the total de- 
| fection of the Provinces ; eAlva. 
\ weary ot his Government, finding 
q his violent, counſels and proceedings 
[ had raiſed a ſpirit, which was quiet 
f beforche came, and, was never tobe 
I lJaidany more. The Duke is recalled, 
i. apd the War-goes on under Requi- 
l +a h who dying ſddepl,y fn 

J- without proviſions made By 'rhe Kit 

for a Succeſlor , the Government; Jy 
$ cuſtoms of the Countrey , devolved 
by way of interim upon the great 
_ Counſel, which laſted ſome time by 
4, the deliy of Doi Fohn of Auſtria's 


V 


/ 


' The Riſe and Progreſs 
coming, who was declared the ng | 


Governour. . 'F 
— But in this interim the ſtrengths : 
the Diſeaſe appears ; for upon th þ 
mutiny of ſome Spanish Troops 1 - 
want of their pay ,-and their. ſerzi 
eMlojt, a Town near Brexelles , th -; 
people grow into a rage, the'Tradg'« 
men give over their Shops, and th «x 
Countrey-men their labour, and} 9 
run to Arms: In Braxelles they for $ 
the Senate, pull out thoſe men thy 7, 
knew to be moſt addicted tothe Sy :t 
niards., Kill ſuch of that Nation : 
they, mectin-the ſtreets, andalling 
neral cry out for the expulſion of FF 
rc: ners out of the Low-Countrey 1 
and the aſſembling of the States; 1 -E 
which the Counſel is forced to coy *c 
ſene; Ta.che mean time the chicfps 
ſons. of the Provinces enter into '1 © 
agreement with the Prince of Oranjt -V 


to carry on the common affairs of ti"© 


Provinces by the fame Counſels; h+1c 
as when the Eſtates aſſembled '# 
Ghent, without any conteſt, they ® 


greefſ | 
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q \greed upon that act which was called 
" i/ be Patfication of Ghent, In the year 
d :1576.whereof the chiefArticles were, 
4 ithe expulſion of all forreign Souldiers 
q@ -out of the Provinces , reſtoring all 
q <the ancient forms of Government, 
h -and referring matters of Religion in 
&-each Province to the Provincial E- 
4 ſtates; and that for performance 
4 thereof the reſt :of. the Provinces 
re should for ever be confederate with 
0 'Holland and Zealand. And this made 
ji [the firſt period of the Low-Corntrey 
4 2troubles,proving to King Philip a dear 
x <experience how little the beſtconduct 
q -and boldeſt Armies are able to with- 
jj ſtand the torrent of a ſtubborn and 
$ enraged people, which ever bears all 
y down before it, till it comes to be di- 
& vided into different Channels by arts 
-y Dr by chance ; or till the Springs, 
4 which are the humors that fed it, 
come to be ſpent, or dry up of them- 
4-ſelves. 
*4 Theforrcign Forces refuſing tode-. 
"4 att, are declared Rebels; w hereup- 
z T) - 
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on the Spanzh Troops force my. 
plunder ſeveral Towns, and Antuy * 
among thereſt ( by advantage of yþ | 
-Cittadel,) with equal courage ag : 
-avarice; and defend themſelves ink © 
veral Holds from the Forces of t| 
States, till Don Foh»'s arrival at L 
xemburg , the only Town of the Py 
-vinces where he thought himſelf iak .. 
asnot involyed in the defeCtion oft} 1 
rem. 6 
The Eſtates refuſe to admit hi , 
without his accepting and confirmu , 
the Pacification of Ghent; which! , 
length he does by leave from 4, 
King, and enters upon the Goya 3 
ment with the. diſmiſſtion of all fi. 
reign Troops, which return into /u. 
Bur ſoon after Dor Fohn, whether «- t 
of indignation to ſee himſelf but ic 
precarious Goyernour, without fort y 
or dependance; or deſiring new'i014S 
caſions of fame by a War; orinfty-b 
cted from Spain upon new Counſd-c 
he takes the occaſion of compleme-t] 
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-on her journey out of France to the 


' Spaw , and ona ſudden ſeizes upon the 


Caſtle of Namur. Whereuponrthe 


-Provinces for the third time throw off 
-their obedience, call the Prince of 


' Orangeto Bruxelles, where he 1s made 


Protector of Brabant by the States of 
that Province, and preparations are 


"made on both fides for the War: 


ies, and draw them together in Na- 


While Spain 1s buſie to form new Ar- 


murand Luxemburg , the only Provin- 


.ces obedient to that Crown; and all 


u. 
the Malccontent-party in the Low- 
Ut *Comntreys ; which though agreeing 
of with the reſt in their hatred to the 
'0i:Spaniards, and defence of their Li- 
lty-berties and Laws; yet were not in- 
8-clin'd toshake off their Allegianceto 
&-their Prince , nor change their vId 
rand eſtablish'd Religion : And theſo 
2 : 


the reſt agree to electa Governour of 


their own, and ſend to « Marrhias the 
'Emperor's Brother,and ofter him the 
ft. Charge. 


Ar this time began to be formed 


D 2 
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were headed by the Duke of ann 
chot , and ſeveral great men. ; if] 
*moreaverſe from a general defe&tig ' 
by emulation or envy of the Prin y 
of Orange his greatneſs, who y , 
now grown to have all the influen 
and credit in the Countels of t y 
League. k 
By theaffiſtance of this party ah 7 
Don Fohn's ſudden death , rhe Du : 
of Parma ſucceeding him , gau Q] 
ftrength and reputation upon | 
coming to the Government, and: { 
entrance upon that great ſcene ofg 
ry and victory, which made. both| c 
perſon ſo renowned, andthe time < 
his Government {1 onalized by ſon at 
ny Sieges and Bartels, and the rel v 
- tion! of ſo great a part of the body B 
-the Provinces to the” fubjection 
Spain, + — +61 
Upon the gr owth of this Partyg: 1 
for Iiſtinion trom them, whoſl 
fuing a middle and dangerous Conc 
ſel, © were at length to become anll* 
ccſlion to one of the extremes:M; 
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n more NorthernProvinces meering by. 
t their Depurnies at Utrecht , in the year 
Q 1579. framed that act or Alhlance, 
n which was ever after called T he Vnion 
M of Urrecht; and was the original con- 
Irution and frame of that Common- 
| wealth , which has ſince becn fo well 
known in the world by the name of 
fi The United Provinces. 
u: This Union was grounded upon 
the Spaniards breach of the Pacifica- 
| ton of Ghexr , and new Invaſion of 
4 fome Towns in Gelderland; and was 
9 not pretended to divide theſe Provin- 
1 ces from the generality , norfrom the 
x fa1d Pacification ; bur to ſtrengthen 
8 and purſue the cnds of it, by more 
ed vigorous and united Counlels and 
y Brms. 2 
2:  Thechicfforce of this Union con- 
hits in theſe points drawn our of th 
d Inſtrument it (elf. 2 
pl The Seven Provinces unite them- 
ad {cl ves ſo, as if they were but one Pro- 
W-v1nce, and ſoas never to be divided by 
Fl eſtament , Donation , ExChange , 
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Sale, or Agreement ; reſerving to 
each pa articular Province and City, all 
Priviledges, Rights, Cuſtoms and 
Starutes; 1n adjudging whereof , or 
differences that $hall ariſe between 
any of the Provinces, the reft hal 
not intermeddle further, than to It 
tercede towards an agreement. 

They bind themſelves to affiſt one 
another with life and fortunes again( 
all force and aſſault made upon any 0 
them , Whether upon pretence 0 
Royal Majeſty, of reftoring the Ca 
tholhick Religion , or any othe 
whatſoever. 

' All Frontier-Towns belonging ti 
the Union, if old, tobe fortified x 

the charge of the Province wher 
they he; if new, to beerectecatth 
charge of the Gener ality. 

All Impoſts and Cuſtoms fron 
three months to three months, tob 
offered to them that bid moſt ; an. 
with the Incomes of the Royal Mz 
jelty, to be employed for the Con 
, mon Defence, L F 
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All Inhabitants to be. liſted and 
trained withina month; from 18 to 
60 years old. Peace and War not to 
be made without conſent of all the 
Provinces, Other caſes that concern 
the management of -both , by moſt 
yoices. Differences that 'shall anſe 
upon-the firſt , between the Provin- 
ſubmitted to the Stadt» 
_—_—_ Nos 
_ Neighbouring-Princes , Lords, 
Lands and Cities , to be admitted into 
the Union by conſent of the Provins 

For Religion, thoſe of Holland 
and Zealand toact in it as ſeems good 
unto themſelves. The other Pravin- 
ces may regulate themſelvesaccording 
to the tenor eſtabiish'd by «Matthias , 
or elſe as they shall judge to be moſt 
for the peace and welfare of their 
particular Provinces; provided every 


W. oneremain free in his Religion, and 


no man be examined or entrapped for 

that cauſe, according to the Pacifica- 

ns. 
D 4 
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In caſe of any diſlenſion or diffe. 
rences between Provinces, if it cons 
cern one 1n particular, it $hall hy 
accommodated by the others ; if i 
concern all in general, by the Stadt 
holders : in both which caſes, ſen. 
tence to be pronounced within { 
month , and without Appeal or Re 

The States to be held as has beey 
formerly uſed; and the Mint 1n ſuch 
manner as shall hereafter be agreed by 
all the Provinces. #5 

Interpreration of theſe Articles tg 
Temain in the States; but in caſe 
their differing, in the Stadtholders. - 


They bind themſelves to fall upa 


and wmpriſon any that shall act con 
trary to theſe Articles, in which caſ 


no Priviledge nor Exemption to Is 1 


valid, 5 : | 


Zealand, Utrecht, and the Omlandsd 
 Frize, Fan. 23. 1579. but was ne 
Gened by the Prince of Orange til 

CP Mg 


. 


This act was ſigned by the Depy | 
ties of Gelderland, Zutphen, Holland, , 
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» May following ; and with this ſignt- 
k fication, judging that by the ſame the 
£ Superiority and Authority of Arch-- 
t Duke /aiuhias 15not leſlened. 

b In the fame year this Umion was 

» cntred and Ggned by thc Qities of 
i Ghem, Nimmegue, Aruhem, Lte- 
d warden, with ſome particular Nobles 

of Friezeland, Venls, Tpres, Antwerp, 

1 Breda, and Bruges. Andthusthete 

a Provirices became a Common- 

y wealth, butin ſo low and uncertain a 

+ ſtate of afturs, by reafon of the va- 

9 rious motions and affections of mens 

& minds, the different ends and inte- 

reſts of the ſeveral parties, eſpecially 

8 1m the otherProvinces,and the mghty 

+ power and preparations of the Spa- 

kt nh Monarchy to oppreſs them, ttrat 

y 1n their firſt Coin they cauſed 'a Ship 

to be ſtamped, labouring among the 

Waves without Sails or Oars, and 

Incertem quo fata ferant, E. 


þ 

q, - 

a  TIthought ſoparticulara deduttion 
y, 

i 


x , neceſlary to diſcover the natural cili- 
ſes of this Reyolution in the /Lor- 
a ” on * 


” 
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Conntreys, which has ſince had ſo great 
a part,for nearan hundred years, in all 
the actions and negotiations of Chri-. 
ſtendom ; and to find out the true in-' 
centives of that obſtinate love for 
their Liberties, and invincible hatred 
for the Spanib Nation and Govern- 
ment , which laid. the foundation of v 
this Common-wealth; And this laſt {: 
t 
tl 
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I take to have been the ſtronger pal- 
fion, and of the greater effe&t, both 
in the bold Counſels of contradicting d 
their Union , and the deſperate reſo- 
Jutions of defending it. For not long 
after , the whole Counſel of this new v: 
State being preſt by the extremities of 
their affairs , paſſing by the form of 
Government 1n the way of a Com- 
mon-wealth , made an earneſt and fo- 
lemn offer of the Dominion of theſe 
Provinces both to England and 
France; but were refuſed by both 
Crowns : And though they detain 
thenameof a Free People, yet they, 
Toon loſt the eaſe of the Liberties they w: 
contended for , by ths aEO Ha 
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of their Magiſtrates in the ſeveral Ci- 
tiesandProvinces,and by the extreme. 
preflure of their 'Taxes,which ſo long 
a War with ſo nighty anenemy.made 
neceſlary for the ſupport of their 
=. FE. 

But the hatred of::1e Spanyh Go- 
vernment under .Nva , was ſoumiver- 
al, that 1t made the Reyolt general 
through the. Provinces , running 
through all Religons,..and all Or. 
ders of men, asappared by the Paci- 
fication of Ghent; till by the diviſion 
of the Parties,. by the powei of ſo 
vaſt a Monarchy as Spain at that time, 


| andby the matchleſs conduct and va- 
- Jour of the Duke of Parma. This 


—W{} — > — Shen . = Lecmde 
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humour, - ike poiſon ina ſtrong con- 
ſtitution., and with, the help of vio» 
tenrPhyſick,- was expelPd from the 
heart, which was Flanders and Bra 
bant (with the reſt of rhe ten Pro- 
vinces) into the outward Members ; 


and by their being cut oft, the Body 


was ſaved. . After which, the moſt en- 


flamed tpirits , being driven by the 
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| Armsof Spain, or drawn by the hopes 
| of liberty and fafety ,- into the Umred 

Provinces out of the reſt', the-hatted 


| ha” | | . | 

| of Spain grew to that heighth., that 
| they were not only willing to ſubmit 
| to any new Domimon, rather than 


return to the of; but! when: they 
| _ eouldfindno Maſterto protect them; 
| __  andtheiraffairs grew deſperate, they 
| were once certainly upon the Coun: 
| fel of burning their great Towns, 
waſting and drowning. what they 
could of thew Countrey, -and going 
to ſexk ſome new ſeats.in the nadie: 
_Whichthey might haveexecuted, 1 

they had found Shipping enough tc 
carry off all their numbers, and hac 
not:been detained by the compatiio!. 


of thoſe which muſt have been: lef 
| behind, at themerey of an incenſe/ 
- and conquering Maſter, - . : 
_ . The Spanich and Utalian Writet. 
content themſelves to attribute th} | 
cauſes of theſe Revolutions to .thi 1 
: change of Religion,tothe native ftul 
|  bornnefs of the people, and to-! 
{ 
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$ ambition. of- the Prince of Orange : 
| But Religion without mixturcs of 
| ambition and intereſt works no ſuch 
t violent effects; and produces rather 
t the examples of conſtant ſufferings, 
n than of deſperatea&tions. The nature 
y of the people cannot change of a ſud- 
:; den, no more than the clmate which 
y infuſes 1t ; and no Countrey hath 
n- brought forth better Subjects, than 
s, many of thele Provinces, both be- 
ey fore and ſince theſe Commotions a 
n .mong them : And the ambition of 
e one man could neither have-deſigned 
1 nor atchieved fo great an-adventure , 
tt had it not been ſeconded with univer- 
1a fal diſcontent: Nor could that have 
ot been raiſed to ſo great an heighth and 
£ -heat , without ſo many circumſtances 
{e' as fell in. from an unhappy. courſe gf 
- the Spazzh Counſels, to kindle and 
| foment it, For though it had been 
thi hard to Head ſuch a Body , and-give1t 
thi ſotrong a principle of life , and ſo re. 
gular motions, without the accident 
ty of ſo great a Governour 1n the Pro- 
: | D 7 VINCCS, 


_ av —_——O 


Wi co The Riſe and Progreſs Ch.I, | 


a man of equal abilities in Counſe | 
Wi andinArms; cautious and reſolute, 
if affable and ſevere , ſupple to occaſi. | 
| ons, andyet conſtant to his ends; of 
| mighty revenues and depenJance in | 
l| theProvinces, of great credit andal- 
| liancesin Germany; eſteemed and ho. « 
ſ; nouredabroad, butathomeinfinite, 
| ly lov*d'and truſted by the people, 1 
we | ( 

C 


" who thought him affectionate to theit 
"| Countrey, fincere in his profeſſion 
and deſighs, able and willing to de t 
fend their hberties, -and unlikely tc. a 
1nvade them by-any ambition of hn 
own. Yet all theſe qualities might 
very well haye been confin*d to the 
| duty and ſervices of-a Subje&t, a 
ſ | _ they werein Charles the Fifth's time; | ec 
| Without theabſenceof theKing, ani. b 
"the peoples opinion of his ill-will &, w 
their Nation and their Laws; with | hz 


4A 


n 


"Troops after the Wars were ended 
-theereCting of the new Bishops Se 


o 
x 


| | E 
|| | out the continuance of F orrely, 3s 


| | -andintroducing the Inquiſition ; 


F: £ 
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ſole Miniſtry of Granvel, and exclu- 
Gon of the Lords from their uſual 
partin Counſels and Afﬀairs ; the go- 
vernment of a man fo hatred as rhe 
Duke of Alva; the rigor of his'pro- 
ſccutions , and the inſolence of his 
Statue: and laſtly, without the death 
of Exmont , and the impoſition of the 
 tenthand twentieth part, againſt the 
legal forms of Government in a 
{ Countrey, wherea long derived Suc- 
3 cefſion had made the people fond and 
, tenacious of their ancient Cuſtoms 
* FT on 
i; Theſewerethe ſeeds of their ha- 
t tred to Spain , which increaſing by 
e the courſe of about threeſcore years 
s War, ' was not allayed by a long ſuc- 
;, Ceeding Peace,but will appear to have 
x. beenan ingredientinto the Fall, as it 
nr; was into the Riſe of this State; which 
h. having been thus planted, came to be 
x. conſeryedand cultivated by many ac. 
dz cidents and influences from abroad : 
But thoſe having had no part in the 
ts Conſtitution of their State, nor the 


We fr ame 
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frame of their Government ;-I will c 
content my ſclf to mention only the . t] 
chief of them , which moſt contribu.| L 
ted to preſerve the infancy. of this! p| 
Common-wealth, and make way for P 
its growth. 'The cauſes of its ſucceed. fe 
ang greatneſsand riches being not to uy 
be fought for in the events of thei hi 
Wars, but in the inſtitutions and or. te 
ders of their Government , their Cu. St 
ſoms and Trade, which will make ag 
the Arguments of the enſuing Cha. up 


—_ cc 
When Don Fohn threw off the for 
Conditions he had ar firſt accepted of of 


the Pacification of Ghent, and by the Ls 
ſurpriſe of Namar broke out into + 


Arms; the Eſtate of the Provinces of. tw 
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credit in the Provinces; and-having 
' the Prince of Orange given him for his 
 Lievtenant-General, wasonly a cy- 
' pher, and his Government apiece of 
Pageantry , which paſt withour ef. 
fe, and was ſoon ended: So that 
upon the Duke of Parma's taking on 
him the Government, ſome new pro=- 
tection was neceſlary to this Infant. 
State , that had not legs to ſupport it; 
againſt ſuch a ſtorm as was threatned 
upon -the return of the Spanish and 
lalian Forces, to make the Body of a 
formidable Army , which the Duke 
of Parma was forming in Namur and 
 Luxenburg. EE | 
| Dincethe Conference of Bayonne be= 
, tween. the Queen- Mother of France, 
and her Daughter Queen of Spain, 
thoſe two Crowns had; continued In 
the Reign of Francs and Charles, to 
(p{iſt one another in the common de- 
ſign there agreed on, of proſecuting 
With violence thoſe they called the 
gcreticks, in both their Dominions, 
k he Peace held conſtant, ifnot kind, 
OG | between 


he lt tte Aral oe arts ear AAAS An, Pu. <a Wade ro 
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between England and Spain ; fo ag 
King Philip had no Wars upon: his 
hands in Chriſtendom during theſe 
Commotions in the Low Conntreys: 
And the boldneſs of the Confederate: 
in their firſt Revolt and Union, ſeem. a 
ed greater at ſuch a time, than the ſuc. ai 
ceſs of -their Reſiſtances after wards {7 
when ſo many occaſions fell-in tt h 
weaken'and diyert the Forces of th n 
S Spantch Monarchy. | 

For Henry the third coming to th 
Crown of France , and at firſt on} 
fetter'd aud contr old by the Factio 
of the Griſes ,but afterwards cngago 
in anopen War (which they had ra 
{cd againit him upon pretext of pre 
ſerving the Catholick Religion, an 
in a conjunction of Counſels wit 
Spain) was forced into better me 
fires with the Hugonots of his Kinj tr: 
dom, and fell into ill intelligence wi an 
Philip the Second, ſo as Queen Eh: 
zabeth having declined to undertavaft 
openly the Proteftion of the Lajof 


by Pere] Provinces, it was by the co#tio 
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curring reſolution of the States, and 
the conſent of the French Court, de- 
volved upon the Duke of Alencon, 
Brother to Henry the Third. 
But this Prince entred Antwerp with 
an ill preſage to the Flemings, by the 
attempt which a Fiſcainer made the 
fame day upon the Prince of Orange's 
hfe , shooting him , though not 
mortally, in the head ; and he cont1- 
nued his short Government with 
| ſuch mutual diſtaſtes between the 


French and the Flemings ( the heat and 
- violence of one Nation agreeing ull 


; with the cuſtomsand liberties of the 
| other) that the Duke attempting to 
- make hinaſelf abſolute maſter of the 
| City of Antwerp by force, was dri- 
| 
; 


ven out of the Town, and thereupon 

retired out of the Countrey with ex- 
/-treme reſentment of the Flemings , 
1-and indignation of the French ; ſo as 
} «the Prince of Orange, being not long 
Jyafter aſlaſſin'd at Delph, and the Duke 
1Jof Parma increaſing daily in reputa- 
a2tion and in force, andthe Male-con- 
= rent 
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tent party falling back apace to his o. 
bedience , an end was preſaged by 
molt men to the affairs of the Con. 
federates. 

- Butthe root was deeper, and not fo 
ealily shaken : for the United Pro- 
vinces, after the unhappy Tranſacti 
ons with the French under the Duke 
of Alengon , reaſſumed their Union 
in 1583. binding themſelves, 1n caſe 
by fury of the War any point of it 
had not been obſerved, ro endeavour 
from that time to ſee it effected ; in 
caſe any doubt had happened , to ſee t he 
clear'd, and any difficulties, compo- hc 
ſed: And in regard the Article con” be 
cerning Religion had been fo fram'd E/ 
inthe Union, becauſe inall the other th 
Provinces beſides Hollavd and Ze of 
land, the Romish Religion was then ine 
uſed, but now the Evangelical : t:on 
was agreed by all the Provinces of theitec 
Umon, that from this time in themhe 
all, the Evangelical Reformed Relyine 
gion'should alone be openly preachallCo 
and exerciſed. - 2 
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They were ſo far from being bro- 
ken in their deſigns by the Prince of 
Orange's death, that they did all the 
honour that could be to His memory 
ſubſtituted Prince e Maxrice his Son , 
though but ſixteen years old, in all 
his Honours and Commands , and 
obſtinately refuſed all overtures that 
were made them of Peace; reſolving 
upon all the moſt deſperate ations 
and ſufferings, rather than return UN- 
to the Spanish obedience. 

| Bur theſe ſpirits were fed and 
heightned 1n a great degree, by the 
hopes and countenance given them a= 
 bourthis time from England: ForQ. 
| Elizabeth, and Philip the Second, 

| though they ſtill preſerved the name 
+ of peace, yet had worn out in a man- 
1 *ner the effes as well as the depoſiti- 
t:ons of it , whilit the Spaniard fomen- 
etted and afliſted the InſurreQtions of 
"the 17h, and Queen Elizabeth the 
mew Common-wealth in the Low- 
WContreys; though neither dire&ly, 
Fyct by Countenance, Money, yolun- 
tary 


i... Ml... 4 


0. Gras V0 SS 


ſtian's loſs in Africa; But I know not 
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tary Troops, and ways that were e. 
qually felt on both ſides. be: 


Ring Philip had lately increaſed the. 

preatneſs of his Empire, by the In. 
heritance or Invaſion of the King. 
dom of Portugal, upon King Seba- 


whether he had increas'd his Power, 
by the acceſſion of a Kingdom, with m 
diſputed Title, and a diſcontente( 'v1 
People, who could neither be uſed 57 
like good Subjects, nor governe{ T. 
without Armies, nor like a conquer. D: 
ed Nation, and ſo made to bear th(-V1! 
Charge of their forced Obedience! 00 
But thisaddition of Empire, with thi «<0 
vaſt Treaſure flowing every year ou Jl 
of the Indies, had without queſtion dud 
Taiſed King Philip's ambition to'vaWit 
ſter deſigns 3 which made him em Jua 


brace at once the proteCtion of thly u 


League-in France againſt Henry thiTev« 

Third and Fourth, and the Donatithrc 

'on made him of Hre/and by the Pope 

and ſo embarque himſelf in a W<cc 

with both thoſe Crowns , wil 0 
; _- 
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was bearded with the open Arms and 
Defiance of his own Subjects in the 
Low-Countreys. ol 4 
Bur 'tis hard to be imagined how 
far the ſpirit of one great man goes 1n 
the forrunes of any Army or State. 
The Duke of Parma coming to the 
Government without any footing in 
more than two of the ſmalleſt Pro- 
vinces , collecting an Army from 
Spain, [taly, Germany , and the broken 
Troops of the Countrey left him by 
| Don Fohn, having all the other Pro- 
.:vinces confederated againſt him., and 
, both England and France! beginning 
{C0 take open part in their defence ; 
1 yet by force of his own Valour,-Con- 
; duct, and the Diſcipline of his Army , 
z; With the diſ-interefled and generous 
2 Qualities of his mind , winningequal- 
yy upon the Hearts and Arms of the 
prevolted Countreys , and piercing 
through the Provinces with an unin- 
gcrrupted courſe of Succeſles, and the 
[gecovery of the moſt important 
powns in Flanders; at laſt by. the 
vt taking 
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taking of Antwerp and Groningw, 

reduced the affairs of the Union t4 |, 
ſo extreme diſtreſs , that being grom þ 
deſtitute of all hopes and ſuccors fron x] 
"France (then deep engaged in the 9g 
own Civil Wars,) they threw them @ 
ſelves wholly at the feet of Qu. Ek b; 
zabeth, imploring her protection, an{ rc 
offering her. the Sovereignty of tha en 
Countrey. 'The Queen retuſed th G 
Dominion, but enter*d into Artick E 
with their Deputies in 1585. obligi} | co 
her ſelf to very great Supplies of Ma iter 
and of Moneys , lent them uponth/in 
Keutity of the Briel, Fluhing, anion 
\Ramekins-; which: were performedſcer 
and -Sir: Fohn Norrice ſent over tfro 
commarid her Forces; and afta:aga 
wards in 87. upon the War brokezup 
out: With-- Spain , and the mightthe 
threats of the Spanizh Armada , thforr 
ſent over yet greater Forces und&nen 
the Earl of Leiceſter, whom the StarDat 
admitted , and ſwore obedience Wind 
him, as Goyernour of their Unitalilz 
Province, -þ Eq 
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But this Government laſted nor 
long , diſtaſtes and ſuſpicions ſoon 
breaking out between Leiceſter and 
the States; partly from the Jealouſie 
of his affecting an abſolute Dominion, 
and arbitrary diſpoſal of all Offices; 
but chiefly of the Queens intentions 
to make a Peace with Spain; and the 
eaſe loſs of ſome- of their Towns by 
Govyernours placed: in rhem by the 
Earl of Leiceſter , increaſed their dif- 
contents. Notwithſtanding this1ll in- 
/tercourſe, the Queen re-aſſuresthem 
1m: both thoſe *omts, drfapproves 
ſome of Leiceſter*s proceedings, re- 
{caves frank 'and hearty alliftances 
from them in her'Navyal Preparations 
againſt the Spaziards ; and at len oth, 
upon thediſorders increaſing between 
the Earl of Leizefer and the States, 
xcommandshim-toreſfion his Govern 
gment, and'releaſe-the States of the 
YVath they had taken to obey him. 
indafterall-thishad-paſt, the Queen 


Favly facrificing all particular reſenr- 


Ments to the intereſt of ker Crown', 
E- EL COn- 


whole courſe of her Reign , which 
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continued herFavour,Protection;and 


Aſliſtances to the States, during the T 
Ci | 


| | . +6 Lt 
werereturn'd with the greateſt defe, * 


rence and veneration to her perſon, c n 
that was ever paid by them to any "1 
foreign Prince, and continues ſtil} 4 

her name. in the remembrance, anl ,, 


of people among them. 

_ Aﬀeer Lecceſter*s departure, Pring y, 
Manrice was by the conſent of th, ., 
Union choſen-their Governour,, byg,;, 
with a reſervation. to Qu. Elizaberhge11 


- « Py . 


execution of 1t for many years; pry 
ving the greateſt Captain of. his age / 
famous particularly in the Diſciph@, 
and OQrdonpance-of his. Armies ,; J&Ty, 
the waysof Fortification, by kim {© rh, 
in vented Or. perf ected, and: lince iy ble 
time imitated by all.  :. da 
.. Burthe great breath that,was giu@&nc: 
the States 1p. the heat of theiraffaion 
was by the, sharp Wars made. by:(s K 
| | £Y E liz 


RY , 
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Flizabeth upon: the Spaniards at Sea 
1 the Indies, and the Expedition of 
Lizhon and Cadiz, and by the decli- 
ning affairs of the League in France; 
for whoſe ſupport Philip the Second 
was ſo paſſionately engaged , that 
twice he commanded the Duke of 
Parma to interrupt the courſe of his 
Victories in the Low-Countreys, and 
march into France for the relief of 
France and Paris; which much aug- 
ented the renown of this great Cap- 
K but as much impaired the ſtate 
of the Spantshaffairs in Flanders. For 
Þ the Duke of Parma's abſence, 
Prince Marrice took 1n all the places | 
field by the Spaniard on th'other fide 
he Rhine ,. which gave them entrance 
dto the United Provinces. © 
RThe Succeſſion of Henry the Fou rth 
© the Crown of France, gavea migh- 
q blow to the deſigns of King Philip; 
$a a much greater, the general obe- 
nce and acknowledgment of him 
i on his change of Religion. With 
Bs King the States began to enter a 
þ E 2 _ Con- 
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copfidence and kindneſs, and th 
more by that, which interceded be ot 
tween ln and the Queen of Em % 
land, who had all thar dependang ” 
during her life ; but after her death of 
Kino Henry grew to have greater cn Þ! 
dir than ever in the United Provu 
ces, though upon the decay of il 
Spanish Power. under the Aſcenda | an 
of this King, the States fell into va ® 
early jealouſies of his growing to fo 
great and too near them in Flanders, j©* 
With the Duke of Parma dicd.; 1p 
the Diſcipline; and with that, allt '® 
F OILUNES of the Spanish Arms | s h 
Flanders ; the frequent murinies., © 
their Souldiers,. dangerous in ff," 
andin example, were more talkt 0. 
than any other of their aCtions, in | q f. 
chort. Ggycrnment of : « Man of. 
Erneſt, and Fuentes; till the old4, *3 
cipline of their Armies began. .to1y, | 
Vive , and theirfortune a little tofi 
re under the new Goyernmenth, 
Rs Alert , -who , came ut 
Flanger both Gov <rrour and. Pr 


\Y : > ., 


wi 
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of the Low-Conntreys, in the head of 
a mighty Army drawn out: of Ger- 
many and 7raly, to try the laſt effort 
of the Spanish power, either m a 
proſperous War, or atleaſt 1n making 
way for aneceſſary Peace, __ 

Bur the choice of the Arch-Duke 
and this new Authority, had a deeper 
root and deſign than at firſt appear'd': 
'for that mighty King, Philiprhe fe- 
cond, born to ſo vaſt Poſleſſions, and 
to ſo much vaſter Deſires; after a 
Jong dream of raiſing his head into 
theclouds, found it now ready to he 

down n the duſt: His body broken 
oi age and infirmities, his mind 
With cares and diſtemper*d thoughts, 
and the royal ſervitude of a folicitous 
life ; he began to ſee in the glaſs of 
\T1imeand experience, the trueshapes 
of all human greatneſs and deſigns; 
and finding to what airy figures he 
#ad hitherto ſacrificed his health , and 
aſc, and the good of his life, henow 
gurn'd his thoughts wholly to reſt 
Wd quier, which he had never yer al- 
| E 3 lowed 
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lowed either the world or himſelf : 
His deſigns upon England, and hish © 
vincible Armada, had ended in [moah 
thoſe upon France, inevents the ma 
contrary to what he had propoſe 
and inſtead of maſtering the hberrig 
and breaking the ſtomach of his La xo 
Connrey Subjects, he had loſt ſew: |, 
of his Provinces, and held the reſth = 
the tenure of a War, that coſt hu x; 
more than they were worth. Hehu' , 
made lately a Peace with Evg/and, a je 
defir'd it with France ; and thou '/ 
he ſcorn'd it with his revolted Su ,1 
jects in hisown name, yer he with! , 
it in another's; and was unwillingi* y 
entail a quarrel upon his Son, whit! xj 
had crofs*'d his Fortunes, and buſt' 
kis thoughts all the courſe of I' q 
Reign. He therefore refolved to ca ' ; 
mit theſe two deſigns to the manag! þ; 
ment of Arch-Duke 4lberr , wit ( 
the ſtile of Governour and Prince® 
the Low-Countrezs; to the end tÞ5 1j1 
if he could reduce the Provinces? n, 
their g1d ſfubjection , he shoW? 


DOVE ; 
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_ govern them as Spanizh Domimions; 
| if that was once more 1n vain attems« 

_ pted, he should by a Marriage with 
| Clara {ſabella Enrenia (King, Philip's 
| beloved Daughter) receive thoſe Pro. 
| vincesasa Dowry, and become the 
| Princeof them, with a condition on- 
' ly of their returning to Spaiz, .in caſc 
\' of [ſabella's dying. without flue. 
| King Philip believed that the preſence 
' of a natural Prince among his Sub- 
b jets, that the Birth and Cuſtoms of 
| Arch-Duke eAlber: being, a German , 
| 
| 


the generous and obliging diſpoſiti- 
' ons of {/abella, might gain further 
'" upon this ſtubborn people, than all 
'" the force and rigor of his former 
'* Counſels: andat the worſt, that they 
' might makea Peace, if they could not 
a War, and withour intereſling the 
f honour and greatneſs of the Spanub 
[ Crown. - | 

b In purſuit of this determination, 
% ke a wiſe King, while he intended 
'* nothing bur peace , he. made prepara- 
f; bons as 4t he deſfign'd nothing; bur 


E 4 War 


| ij} 88 The Riſe and Progreſs C 
We-10)| ION ; 
[ij War; knowing that his own defirg ra 


f of. peace would-{ignifie nothing, un; /* 
|||] — Jefshe could force his enemies to de. ve 
ll || fire it. too. He therefore ſent the 
| Arch- Duke into Flanders, at the head ye 
|j| of ſuch an Army, that believing the ob 
||| — Peace with Fravce muſt be the firſt in of 
order, . and.make way for either. the {ol 
War or: Peace afterward in the, Loy, ha 
Comntreys ,. he march'd into, Francy, 12 
and took :Amiens the chief City 'of oft 
Picardy, and thereby. gave ſuch aq thc 
- arm tothe French Court as they It-7 o 
tleexpected, and had never received 
mn the former Wars. But while 4} {*< 
bert bent the whole force of the Wa © 
upon Fravce, till he determin'd'it ini Mc 
Peace witli that Crown, Prince 44ay NE! 
71ice who had taken Gr 0n1ngue in the and 
-time of Erneſt, now maſtered Ling 3: 
-bell,, Groll, and other places in Over. - 
yel, thereby adding thoſe Proving ®%. 
entire, tothe body of the Union, 
and at: Alberi*s return into Flanders F*4 


entertan'd; him with the: Battel 4 y- 


Newport, won by the deſperate coy 
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rage of the Eng/zb under Sir Francis 
Pre, where Albert was wounded, and: 
very near being taken. > 

After this loſs the Arch-Duke was 
yet comforted and reheved. by the: 
obſequious aftections and obegtence; 
of his new: Subjects, ſo far as to re-! 
ſolve upon the Siege of Ofſteadi; whih 
having ſoine tnne continued, andbe= 
mg 1lmoſt diheartned by the {treneth; 
ofthe place, and invinciblecourage: -:0E, 
the Defendants, the was recruited by 
a*body of eight thouſand 7raliansy 
under the. Marqueſs $p;n0{a; ro whont 
the proſecution of this Siege ;was 
committed: He rtook the place after 
three years Siege z'not by any want of 
men or pr ovitions within (the'Haven 
and rehef :by.Sea_ beme open-all the 
time; ) but: periectly tor wam:ok 
_— which: was igain'd foot-- by 
oor, till not ſo: much was leſt; as 
Fyould hold men-todefend it 3-2 Frear 
example how impoſlible ris todefend 
any Town that cannot be relieved by: 
an. Army, ſtrong enough to. raiſe the 
ICE, E5 Prince: 
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Prince Marrice, though he cowl 
not ſave Ojtend,, made yet amends fg 
its loſs, by the taking of Grave ax 
Sfluyce; ſoas the Spariards gain'd ly | 
tle but rhe honour of the enterprik 
and Ph:lip the Second being dead: 
bout the time of the Arch-Dukes a 


Dutchefles arrival in Flanders, m x5 
with lum the perſonal reſentment! 


that War, the Arch-Duke by conf 

of the Spanub Court, began to apy | 
his thoughts wholly to a Peace;whi 
another circumſtance had made ma 
neceſlary than any of thoſe alre ; 


ſtrength and conſideration, asM fo 
as afterwards its riches and greatnd the 
For before the Revyolts, the Subja I 


of the Low-Countreys , though y Ps 
verallowed the Trade of the adj F'} 
*but inthe Spanzh Fleets, and und 


Spantch Covert, yet many of- thi 
had in that manner made: the'V $« 


mentianed,. bu 

As the Dutch Commonwealth 'n 'Kj; 
born out of the Sea, ſo out of | yi 
fame Element i draws its: © $4] 
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ages, and became skilful Pilors,as well 
as verlt in the ways, and ſenſible of 
the infinite gains of that Trade ; an 
after the Union; a greater confluence 
of people falling down into the Uni- 
ted Provinces, than could manage 
their {tock , or find employment at 
Land ; great multitules turn'd their 
endeavours to Sea ; ani having loſt 
the Trade of Spain and the Srreyhts, 
fell not only into that of Enzland, 
France, and the Northern Seas 8 but 
ventur'd upon that of the Eajt-lnates, 
at firſt with ſnall force and: ſucceſs; 
but n courſe of time, and by thein- 
Riturion of an Eaſt-/»dia Company, 
this came to be purſued with ſogene- 
fal application of the Provinces, and 
fo great advantage ;'-that they' made 
themſelves maſters of moſt 'of the Co 
Jonics and Forts planted thereby the 
Portuguezes ' (How SubjeRts 'of Spin.) 
The Dutch Sea-men grew as well ac- 
—_ with .rhoſe- vaſt -Seas and 
Poaſts, as with their'own; 'arid Hol 
$614 became the grear Magazine of all 
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the Commodies of thoſe Ealten i 
Regions. pi 
_ In the Weſt-Indies their attemph jp 
were neither ſo frequent, nor proſpe. +; 
rous, the Spanish plantations ther, 
being roonumerousand ſtrong; but p 
by their multitude of Shipping ſet. ow 5, 
with publick or ppivatc Commiſſions e\ 
they infeſted the Seas, and began t 0) 
wait for, and threatenthe Spanich Y D 
dian Fleets, and ſometimes to attempt -de 
their Coattsin that new world (which:;h 
was to.touch Spaiz in the moft ſen, tri 
ble;part i); and. gave. their Court Thy jSt 
ſtrongeſt morives.: to. endeavaur, tjho 
Peage , that mighvſecure thoſe Lrewtw! 
ſures in their way.,. and pr eſerve then. ch 
in Spain, by ſtopping the iflue.of thok th 
vaſt, ſums. which were. gqnyinualyzpy 
tranſmitted: to, DIRT. .the- is 
Conntry. Wars. -.: p| 

 Theke relpets rave thedul riſa 
a Treaty. of . Peace ,. the Propofign. 
whereof. came wholly fram The S5Mi:1 
#(4rds.;,. and the. yery;mpnpion ink bit 
Fodld ad hardly ' fight bg! foes, vp 
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the States; - nor could they ever be 
prevaiPd with to make way for any 
negotiation by a ſuſpenſion of Arms, 
ull the Arch Duke hhd declared ,. he 
would treat with them as-with free 
Provinces, upon whom , neither he 
nor Spaiz had any pretence.” How- 
ever, the affair. was, purſued with ſo 
much art and induſtry ori:the Arch- 
\ Dukes part, and with fo paſſionate 
| deſires of the Sparish Court, to end 
this War,, that they were content to 
þ Lrear 1t: at the-Hagye ,. the ſeat of the 
t States: General 3. and for the greater 
ijhonopr and ;hetter . conduct of the 
whole buſines ,: appointed the four 
g.chicf Miniſters of the Arch-Dukes, 
b their Commiſſioners to. attend and 
hpurfic 45orhere;;. who vere ; their 
#\Canp-Maſterj General"}Spivola:, :thie 
(two Secretaries-ofi State-and of War 
den Flandergo.! to od 


if Onthe atherfide, | ih-H olland., all 
WR PAccs rip Wares -thi1$-'T'reaty; Were 
"ys 


$R6de WH great; coldnebs andiarrg- 
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gance, raiſing punctilious difficulty t 
__ uponeevery word of the Arch-Duke; r 
Dechration of treating them as Fri - 

Provinces y and upon Spain's Rarifiq ; in 
tion of that form ; and forcing tha} t 
to fend Exprefles into Spain upon ex 
ff occaſion, and to attend the lengy, n 
of itheſe returns.” For the proſperqjy u 
{acceſs of their Arms at Land, inith; 1 
courſe of above thirty years War, gh cl 
the mighty growrh of their: Nay: F 
power,and (under that prote&ion)4y1n 
their Trade, halmadethe Whole by, u 
dy of their Militia both' at Landy ti 
Sea, averſe from this'Treaty ,- as wiyl 
as the greateſt part- of the' people;ot 
whole inveterate hatred againſt Spain; he 
was ſtill as fierce- as ever 3 and 'whCb 
had:the hopes of diſpoſitions of THfCr 
fing : their Fortunes by-'the ' Wi;en 


whereof they'had fo many and pieds/ 


- 
on * 


examples among them. 545 ON 

But there wasat the bottom, vl 
foreign, and anotherdomeſtick elif 
fideration, which made'way-f6i 
Trearyzmotethan allthoſcarguaiſ 
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chat were the common theams, or 
than all the Offices of the neighbour- 
' Princes, who concerned themſelves 
in this affair, either from intereſt of 
| their own . or the defires of ending a 

War, which had ſo long exerciſed ma 
. manner the Arms of all Chriſtendom 
, upon the Stage of the Low-Conmreys, 
- The greatneſs of the Spanich Monar- 
,,chy , ſo formidable under Charles the 
"” Fikb and Philip the Second , began 
(now to decline by the vaſt defigns and 
q unfortunateevents of fo many ambi- 
4/tious Counſels :.. and on the other 
44{1de; the aftairs of Henry the. Fourth 
of France were now- at the greateſt 
j, height and felicity,,. after having. at= 
4 :chieved ſo many adventures. with 1n- 
xpcredible conſtancy-and valour ,: and 
4 ended all his Wars mn a Peace: with 
ggSpaio, The Datchimagin'd that” the 
wot ſpirits of the French could not 
gſcontinue long without-ſome exerciſe; 
wi d that to prevent it at home ; - it 
g5"1ght be neceſſary for that King to 
g&'vc it them abroad; that no enter- 
W priſe 
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priſe lay ſo convenient for him , tr} 
that upon Flanders, which had anci; 
ently beerrpart of the Gallich N ation, 
and whoſe fir{t Princes derived an 
held it of the Kings of France. Belideg 
they had intimations that Henry thes 
Fourth was taken up in great prepara, 
tions of War, which they doubtels 
would at one tinge or other fall on thiy 
fide; at leaſt if they were-1nvited by 
any greater decays of the Spaniig 
power in Flanders : And they kneug 
very:well; they should lie as much aj 
the':mercy::of 'fuch: a Neighbour ag 
France',” as they had formerly don 
of !fach a Maſter as Spain. For thy 
Spanth power in Flanders was fed. bile 
'Freaſures that .came by. long and pe: 
rilous: voyages out of. Spain ; b-K 
{Froopsdrawn either iromthence;s,, 
from-dialy-or Germany, with much ag 
ſualty,:and more expence: their Fa 
ritory of the ten Proyinces was {mal 
and awed:by the neighbourhood any 
qealouſies. both - of :: "England ab 
France: .: Pratt France were, once mh 


A. 
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Uſter of Flanders , the body of that 
&Empire would be ſo great, and ſo en- 
Mtire, ſo abounding in people, and 1n 
nziches, that whenever they found or 
made an occaſion of invading the 
RUnited Provinces, they had no hopes 
1% of preſerving themſelves by any op- 
poſition or diverſion-: and the end of 
btheir:mighty reſiſtances againſt Spain 
b)yvas to have no maſter; and not to 
change one for another, as they should 
elgo in this caſe : therefore the moſt 
\aneelligent. among their Civil: Mint- 
rifers thought it fa eſt, by a Peace to 
olpive breath ro the Arch-Duke's and 
Span power , and by that means to 
.Dileflen the invitation of rhe Arms of 
 PEFrance into Flanders under 1o great a 


King. 
30, For what was domeſtique , the cre- 
1.Ggit and power of Prince e Manxrice 
Faþuilr at firſt upon that of his Father, 
put much raiſed by his own perſonal 
 Myertues and qualities, and the ſucceſs 
Apt his Arms, was now grown ſo high, 
fe Prince being Governour or 

= Stadt- 
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Stadtholder of four of the Proving 
and two of his Couſins of the oth 
three,) thar ſeveral of the Stats 
headed by Barnevelrt, Penſioner (- 
Holland, and aman of great abilig 
and authority among them, becan 
jealous of the Prince's power , a+ 
pretended to fear the growth of itt: 
an abſolute Dominion : They kno ' 
it would increaſe by the continuiati 1: 
of a War, which was wholly may | 
gel by the Prince; and thought thi! 
1n a Peace 1t would ditmnish , - af 
pave way to the authority of Cy! 
ower : Which diſpoſed the who! - 
party to deſire the Treaty, and to? 
vance the progreſs and iflue of ir}\c 
all their afſiftances. And theſe dif © 
rent humors ſtirring in the heart © 
the States, with almolt equal ſtreng# 
and vigor, the negotiation of a Peal 
came to beeluded after long deb 
and infinite endeavours ; breaking 
appearance upon the points of Relþ 
-on, and the. /ndian Trade; but 
came to knit again, and neu , 
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& Truce of twelve years, dated in the 
th year 16c9. whereof the molt eflent1- 
te al points were , the Declaration of 
(treating with them as Free Provinces; 
it the ceſſation of all acts of hoſti}ty on 
an both {1des during the Truce; the en- 
a1. joyment , forthar ſpacc, of all that 
t1: cach party poſle(s'd at the time of the 
ns Treaty 3 that no new Fortification 
atj Should be raiſed on either fide; and 
aq that free Commerce should be reſto- 
thired on all parts in the ſame manger as 
 gj#it was before the Wars. er es 
Oh: And thus the State of the United 
boi Provinces came to be acknowledged as 
04a free Commonwealth by their anci- 
r}ent Maſter , having before been treat- 
hf ea lo by. moſt of rhe Kings and Prin- 
rt ces of Exrope, infrequent Embaſſies 
nojand Negotiations. Among which, a 
aiparticular prefercnce was given tothe 
baEn2/5b Crown , whoſe Embaſlador 
gf ad Seflton and Vote in their Counſel 
elyÞt State, by agreement with Queen 
ofE4z4bch , and in acknowledgment 
efÞt thoſe great afſiſtances, which gave 
ol | lj @ 
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life to rheir State when 1t was upq | 
the point of expiring: Though th | 
Dutch pretend that priviledge w 
given to the Embaſlador by virtue q | 
the poſieſhion this Crown had 9 
the Þriel, Fluhing , and Ramehins. * 
and that it was to ceale upon the reſh,” 
tution of thoſe Towns, and repay. 
ment of thoſe Sums lent by th 
Queen. 

In the very time. of treating thi 
Truce, a League was concluded be, 
tween Henry the Fourth of Fran! 
"and the raves } for preferring 

Peace, if it came to be concluded; 

in caſe of itsfalling, for aſſiſtance 0 

one another, with ten thouſand me 
on the King's part , and five chouſan! . 
on the States. Nor did that Kan} 

make any difhculty of continuing th 
two Regiments of Foot , and tf 
hundred Horſe in the States Servi 
at his own charge, after the Trud 
which he had maintained for ſeveli 
years before it ; omitting no pron 


ons that might tye that State to his 
LETeu 


4 
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a '<rclts, and make him at preſent Arbi- 
+ ter of the Peace, and for the future of 
the War, if the Truce should come 
pF to be brokcn, OT LO expire of 1t ſelf. gd 
p By what has been related, it will 
4, cally appear, that no State wasever 
{| born with ſtronger throws, or nurſt 
(up with harder fare, or inur'd to: 
greater Jabours or. dangers in. the 
'whole courle of its youth-;. which 
4 are circumſtances that uſually make: 
ydtrong and healthy bodies : and ſo; 
ne/$us has proved , having never had: 
thmore than one Diſeaſe break, out, in; 
the ſpace of ninety three years; Which, 


» 


ay 
the 


fan irechr, enter'd by the Provinces in 
tin#979- Bur this Diſeaſe, like thoſe of 
; thh>< Seed or.Conception-in,a natural 
2 29y., though it firſt appear'd in Bars. 


x, oe S OO 
#24/'s time, breaking out upon the- 
118 <gotuations with. Spain, and ſeem» | 
© *6end with his death /who.was be-, 
onff-20<d.nor-many years; after ;) yer; 


a> bcvcr ſince continued lurking in; 
: | — a A. the 
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the veins of this State, and appearin: 
upon all Revolutions, that ſeem to fy! 
vour the predominancy of the one & 
other humor in the body ; and unde! 
the names of the Prince of Orange's\ 
and the Arminia party , has eve 
made the weak ſide of this State; anll 
whenever their period comes, will 
provethe occaſion of their fall. - * 
''.'The ground of this name of Al 
minian was , that whilſt Barnevel\ 
party accuſed thoſe of the Prince 
Otange's , as being careleſs of thel 
Libetties,ſodearly'bought,as devot® 
tothe Houuſe of Orange; and diſpoſe 
tothe admiſſion of an abſolute Pri 
cipality, and in order thereunto i 
promoters of a perpetual War witl 
Spain > So thoſe of the Princes part 
accuſed! rhe others, - as leaning ſhi 
and I60king kindly upon their off 
Servitude , ' and relishing the Spa 
ares, both in their polincks, by1 
eagerly affecting a Peace with thi 
Lg : ay their Ay 1 
"being geherally/ efrminiens (will 
C) a BE '"W , wil 
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wy yas eſtcemed the middle part be- 
faween the Calviniſf and the Roman 
Religion.) And beſides theſe mutual 
lagcproaches, the two parties have ever 
/; yaluedthemſelves upon the aſſenting, 
vane of the true and purer Reformed 
inſReligion ; and the other , - of the 
viltrucr and freer Liberties of the Stare. 
. + The Fortunes of this Common- 
Fealth that have hapned in: their 
(Wars orNegotiations,fince theT ruce 
> ith Spain, and what circumſtances 
he accidents both abroad andat home, 
,t@rv'd to. cultivate their mighty 
3fowth , and conſpired to the preat- 
5's wherein they: appear'd: to the 
o Yorid: in the beginning of the year 
witth65. being not only the ſubject of 
ar@$<1clations, buteven the obſervati« 
ai of this preſent age;:1-shall either 
pvc 25 more obvious, and leſsnecefs 
palſy £0 the -account T-intend of the 
v1] Government of this Common- 
iualth; or-elfe reſerve. them-till the 
. Fe vein of leiſure or humor invite 
4 £0 continue thisdeduCtion tothe 

wh - PIC= 
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preſent time, the affairs of aid Ky, 
having becn complicated with ally; 
variety and memorable revolutiq; 
both of actions and counſels , h/ 
have ſince happened in the reſt 
Chriſtendom, 

In the meantime I will doſk ths 
Relation with an event, which arrind 
ſoon after [the concluſion | of. ti 
Truce, and hadlike to. have brokil 
it within the year, if not preventedf 
the offices of the we roi 
but more by a change of humor ntl 
United States, conſpiring tothea 
ſervation. ofthe: new-reſtored-1 
m theſe parts of theworld. 3 

In the end of the year 609. @ 
the Dakeof Clever and Tuliers, wil 
our Heir-male,icaving TANG 
tothepterenfions;of his Dau giitey 
wiowlbs rightthe. Dukes'of Heng 
and Niewbargipofleſſed themſeive 
ſuch parrs.of hoſe Territories astl 
frſt couldinyade; each of thenufl L 
tending;:1ght to the whole: Ini 


we. : :Brandenburg \(ecks proreuy 


Sand 


c 


4 
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2 and fayour to his Title , from the 
4 United Provinces; Nieuburg from 
+ Arch-Duke Albert, and from Spain, 
»The Arch-Duke newly refpiring 
- From ſolonga War, hadnodeſire to 

ntereſs himſelf in this Quarrel , fur 
4 her than the care that the Dutch 
Should not take advantage of it; and 
qpnder pretext of aflifting one of the 
JaÞþarties , {e1z'd upon ſome of thoſe Do- 
dfÞoinions lying contiguous to their 
wown. The Darch were not ſo equal, 
{01 content to loſe fo fair an occaſion, 
find {urprized the Town of Fuliers 
@hough pretending only to keep it 
; Bi theparties agreed.) Andbelieving 
: ahat Spain, after having parted with 


FE 


wil Much in the late Truce, toend a 
refÞvarrel of their own, would nor ven- 
gfſÞre the breach of it upon a quarrel of 
{cir Neighbours. But the Arch- 
ee uke, having firſt taken his meaſures 
\ ith Spain, and foreſeeing the con- 
QUENCE of this affair, reſolved to 
&1turc the whole State of Flanders 
ay anew War, rather than ſuffer ſuch 


9 an 


166 The Riſe and Progreſs C ul 


an increaſe of Power and Domini 
to the States. And thereupon firſt j 
the behalt of the Duke of Nieubun, 
requires from them the reſtitutiong. 
Tliers ; and upon their artificion 
and dilatory Anſwers, immediatd 
draws his Forces together , and wit. 
an Army under the command of $ 
ola, marches towards Faliers (whd 
the States were 1n no care of, as we 
provided for a bold defence ; ): by 
makes a ſudden turn, and fits dow. 
before A7e!, with ſuch a terror aj; 
ſurprize to the Inhabitants, that 8 

carries the Town before the Duils 


* 


"% 


could come 1n to their aſſiſtance. | 
ſel was a ſtrong Town upon tl 
Rhine, which the Duke of Brandi 
burg pretended to, as belonging tot 
Dutchy of Cleve; but the Citiu 
held it at this time 'as an Impel 
Town, and under protection off 
Dutch , who amazed at this ſud 
and bold attempt of Spinola, whi 
made him Maſter of a Paſs that 
fair for any further Inyaſion upy 
the 


IR 
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'_ their Provinces ( eſpecially thoſe on 
l ch'other {ide the Rhine W  ENGAZC the 
} Offices of both the Engizh and 
® French Crowns , to mediate an A- 
u preement , which at length they 
& conclude, fo as neither party should 
11 upon any pretence draw their For- 
$ ces into any parts of theſe Dutchies. 
w. Thus the Arch - Duke having by 
we" the fondneſs of Peace , newly made 
bw.a Truce upon -conditions impoſed 
on-.by the Datch ; now by the reſolu- 
Aljtion of making War , obtains a 
t Peace upon the very Terms propos 
Jatffed by himſelf, and by Spain, An 
, Ixvent of great inſtruction and ex- 
; Wmple , how dangerous it ever 
andproves for weak Princes to call in 
tolÞreater to their aid , which makes 
rilghem a prey to their Friend inſtead 
pad! their-cenemy ; how the only time 
of Þt making an advantagious Peace, 
ades when -your enemy -delires- it 5 
TInd when you are in the beſt con- 
at Wition of purſuing a War : and 
ups F 2 how 


Ch, 
how vain a counſel it 15s to avoid 


War b 
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TT is cvident by what has bcen dif- 
| courſed in the former Chapter 
: concerring the Riſe of this State 
(which 1s to be dated from the Uni- 
on of Utrecht, ) that it cannot pro- 
_ perly be ſtiled a Commonwealth, but 
1s rathera Confederacy of Seven So- 
vereign Provinces,united together for 
their common and mutual defence, 
without any dependance one upon 
the other. But ro di{cover the nature 
x of their Government from the firſt 
fprings and motions, :t mult be ta- 
Ken yet into ſmaller pieces, by which 
Sr will appear, that each of theſe Pro- 
Frinces, 15h1kewife compoſed of many 
A:ttle States or Cities, which have 
Acveral marks of Sovereign Power 
Within themſelves, and are nor ſub- 
qect rothe Sovereignty of their Pro- 
Fince; not being concluded in ma- 
Py things by the majority , bur only 
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by the unmverſal concurrence of va. 
ces 1n the Provincial-States. For x 
the States-General cannot make Wa 
or Peace,or any new Alliance, or Lt 
vies of Money without the conſey 
of every Province; ſo cannot th 

otates- Provincial conclude any «© 
thofe points withour the conſent « 

each ofthe Cities, that by their Car 

{tirution has a voice mn that Aflembh 
And though in many Civil caut 
there lies an Appeal from the con 
mon Judicature of the Cities to tt; 
Provincial Courts of Juſtice; yet!y 
Criminals there hes none art all; ni 
can the Sovereignty ofa Province e4 
ereiſe any Judicature, ſerze upon a 
Offender , or pardon any Offent 
within the Juriſdiction of a City, 
execute any common Reſojutionſ 
Law, butby the Juſtice and Ofc: 
of the City it ſelf. By this a cert 
Sovereignty in cach City 1s diſcern 
the chief marks whereof are , | 
power of exerciſing Judicature 
yying of Money, and making W 
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% and Peace : for the other -of Coiming 
« Money, 15 neither in particular Cities, 
Va or Provinces ,: but in the generality 
4 of the Union by common Agrec- 
en ment. | 

th The main ingredients therefore in- 
&- to the compoſition of this State, are 
tv thefreedom of the Cities, rhe Sove- 
-.M rcignty of the Provinces, the Agree- 
bh. ments or Conſtitutions of the Uni- 
wt : on, and the authority of the Prin- 
:oll | ces of Orange 3 which make the or- 
 tlider I shall follow in the account 1n- 
e&14tended of this Government. _ Burt 
whereas the ſeveral Provinces in the 
ce Umon, and the ſeveral Cities in each 
4 Province, as they haye in their orders 
A and conſtitution ſome particular dif- 
ferences, as well as a general reſem- 
onff blance, and the account of each di- 
Fſiinctly would ſwell this Diſcourſe 
ertFout of meaſure and to little purpoſe; 
rne$ 1 hall coufine my ſelf to the account 
Wot Holland, as the richeſt, ſtrongeſt, 
e, ſtand of moſt authority among the 
V8 Provinces, and of Amſterdam , as that 
F 4, which 
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which kas the ſame Preeminences z. 
mong the Cities. 
'The Sovereign Ay 
Government  thority of Amſterdam 
of the City of confifts in the Decree 
Amſterdam. | : 
or Reſults of their $+ 


nate, which 1s compoſed of fix an 

thirty men, by-whom the Juſtice} 

adminiſtred, according to the ancien 

forms, in the names of Officers an 

places of Judicature. But moneys at 

levied by arbitrary reſolutions an 

proportions , according to what q 
pears convenient or neceſſary upa « 
the charge or emergency of occai « 
ons. Theſe Senators are for tha 
hives, and the Senate was ancient}1 
choſen by the voices of the richef 
' Burgers or Freemen of the CuyT 
who upon the death of a Senator mi$ 
together either ina Church, a Mal 
ket, or ſome other place ſpacioustC 
nough to recetve their numbers ; at! 
there made an election of the per{dÞ! 
to ſucceed, by the majority of vi 
ces, Bur about a hundred and thitf 
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$+ or forty years ago, when the Towns 

of Holland began to increaſe in cir- 
Av cuit, and in people, fo as theſe fre- 
mm quent Allembliesgrew into danger of 
tumult and diforders upon every oc= 
& cahion, by reaſon of their number 
am and contention : This election of 
ej Senators came by the reſolution of 
ien the Burghcrs, in one of their general 
an Aftembiics, to be devolved for ever 
$41 upon the ſtanding-Senate at thar 
an time; ſo as ever {ince, when any one 
T'K9 their number ates, A new one is 
a choſen by the reſt of the Senate, with- 
cx out any intervention of the other 
tha Burghers 3 which makes the Govern- 
nth ment a ſort of Olizarchy, and very 
chefifterent from a popular Govern- 
Zity nent , as It 15 generally eſteemed by 
gioſe who pailing or living in theſe 
Mz Countreys, content themiclvyes with 
us{Common Obſervations or Inquiries. 
- and this refolution of the Burghers 
erſgÞitcr was agreed upon, or followed 
viy general conſent or example, about 
1c fame time, in all the Towns of 


V5 the 
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the Province, though with ſome dif. 
ference in number of their Senators, 
By this Senate are choſen the chie| 
Magiſtrates of the Town, whichare 
the Burgomaſters and the Eſchevins: 
The Burgomaſters of e Amſterdam arg 
four, whereof three are choſen every 
year; ſo asone of them ttays in offic 
two years ; but the three laſt choſen, 
are called the Reigning-Burgoms 
ſters for that year , and preſide b 
turns, after the firſt three months; 
for ſo long after a new Election, thi 
Burgomalter of the year before pre 
des; in which time ?tis ſuppoſed th 
new ones will grow inſtructed nth. 
forms and duries of their Office, an - 
acquainted with the ſtare of the City 
affairs. 
The Burgomaſlers are choſen b/; 
moſt voices of all thoſe perſons inth x 
Senate who have been either Burge 
maſters or Eſchevins; and their A 
thority reſembles that of the Lol 
Myor and Aldermen in our Cit 
'They repreſent the Dignity of 
Gs Govell 


W. 
* ” 

4 
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f Government, and do the honour of 


pre 


the City upon all occaſions : They 
diſpoſe of all under-ofhces that fall in 
their time; and flue out all Moneys 
out of the common Stock or Trea- 
ſure, judging alone what 1s neceſfary 
for the ſafety, convenience, or dignity 
ofthe ity. They keep the Key of 
the Bank of Amjterdam (the common 
Treafurc of ſo many Nations,) which 
snever opened without the preſence 
of one of them; and they inſpect and 
purſue all the great publick Works of 
the City , asthe Ramperts and Stadr= 


th houſe, now almoſt finiched with o- 
1th preat Magnificence , and fo vat Ex- 
all pence. 
at] This Office is a charge: of the 
greateſt Truſt, Authority , and Dig- 
n b-aity; and fo. much the greater, by 
nth nor being of profit or advantage, bur 
rgvonly as a way to other conſtant Em- 
* Alployments in the City thatareſo.The 
WÞalary of a Burgomalter of Amer 
te 5 but five hundred Gilders a 
£ Wear, though there are Ofces worth 
\'{ "y | F a re 
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five thouſand in their diſpoſal ; but 


yet none of them known to have ls, 
ken money upon ſuch occaſions, 
which would loſe all their Credit in 
the Town , and thereby their For. 
tunes by any publick Employments, 
They are obliged to no ſort of Ex. 

pence, more than ordinary modeſt 

Citizens, in their Habits,'therr Atten. 

dance, their Tables, or any part & 
their Domeſtick. "They are uponal 

publick occaſions waited on by ma 

m Salary from the 'Town; and what 

ever Feafts they make upon ſolemt 
days, or for the entertainment of an 
Princes or Forreign Miniſters, th 
charges defrayed out of the comma 

Treaſure; but proportioned by the 
own diſcretion; Ar other times the 
appear 1nall places with the f1mplicn,,j 
and modeſty of other private Cit | 
zens. When the Burgomaſters 9: 
fice expires, they are of courſe dj! 
poſed into the other Charges or Eny: 
ployments of the Town, whichy 
very many and beneficial ; unleſs th 
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' loſe their Creoit with the Senate, by 
\ any want of diligence or fidelity in 
| thediſcharge of their Office, which 
ni ſeldom arrives. | 


. 


k The Eſchevins- are the Court © 
s. Juſtice in every Town. "They are ar 
* Amſterdam nine number; ofwhich 
| ſevcnare choſen annually , but two of 
n thepreceding year continue 1n office. 
«  Adouble number 1s named by the Se- 
al nate, out of which the Burgomaſters 
1a now chule, as the Prince of Orange 
18: did in the former Conſtitution. They 
mm are Sovereign Judges in all Criminal 
anj cauſes. In Civil, after acertain value, 
th. there lies Appeal to the Court of Ju- 
ma ſtice of rhe Province. Bur rhey pak 
the ſentence of Death upon no man, 
the: without firſt adviſing with the Bur- 
ics, gomaſters ; though after rhat form is 
Cit ; paſt, they proceed themſelyes, and are 
(not bound to follow the Burgoma- 
> di>{ters opinion, but are left to their own. 
En4Fhis being only a care or favour of ſu- 
gpercrogation to the life of man, 
hich 1s ſoon cut off, and neyer to 
_— #3 be 


WV 
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be retrieved or made amends for. 
- Under theſe ſovereign Magiftraty, 
the chief ſubordinate Officers of th: 
'Town are the Treaſurers, who recewy: 
and iſſue our all moneys that are pro. 
perly the Revenues or Stock of th 
City ; The Scoxr who takes care 
the Peace, ſeizes all Criminais , an 
ſees theSentences of Juſtice executed 
and whoſe Authority 1s hke that of; 
Sheriff in a County with us , or: 
Conſtable in a Parish. "The Penſronn, 
who 1s a Civil Lawyer, ver{t in th 
Cuſtoms, and Records, and Priviled 
ves of the Town , concerning whud 
he informs the Magiſtracy upon oca_ 
Gon, and vindicates them upon dr. 
-pares with other Towns : He ui. 
*Servant of the Senate and the Burgo « 
mafters , delivers their Meſflage 't 
'makestheir Harangues upon all pub ic 
thick occaſions, and is not unhke thc 
Recorder inone of our Towns. *t 
- In the City of Amſterdam 15 thi 
Famous Bank , which is the great" 
"Treafurecithes real or zmaginary,tH 
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. is known any Where 1n the world. 
$ The place of it 1s a great vault under 
t- the Stadthouſe, made ſtrong with all 
7» the circumſtances of Doors and 
& Locks, and other appearing cautions 
hk: of ſafety that can be : And?ris certain, 
& that whoever 1s carried 'to ſee the 
ni Bank, shall never fail ro find the ap- 
ed, pearance of a mighty real Treaſure, 
of} in Bars of Gold and Silver, Plate and 
ri infinite Bags of Metals, which are 
a, {uppoſed to be all Gold and Silver, 
th and may be fo for ought I know. But 
le4 the Burgomaſters only having the 
hid mſpection of this Bank, and no man 
ca ever taking a particular account of 
df what Hſues in and out, from age to- 
> isi. age "tis 1mpoſlible to make any cal- 
ro0 'culation, or gueſs what proportion 
oe 'the real Trealure may hold to the 
5uh (credit of ir. Therefore the ſecurity 
> th! ot the Bank lies nor only inthe effe&s 
_*rhataremit, but inthe Credit of the 
th{whnole Town or State of Amſterdans, 
attwhoſe Stock and Revenue 1s equal to: 
Meat of ſome Kingdoms ; and: who: 
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are bound to make good all money 
thatarebrought into their Bank : th 
Tickets or Bills hereot make all th 
uſual great Payments that are mad- 
between man and man 1m the Town 
and not only in moſt other places « 
the United Provinces, but in mary 
other Trading-parts of the world, & 
as this Bank 1s properly a gener 
cash, where every man lodpes I 
money, becauſe he efteems 1t © ſafer 
and eaſier paid in and out, than if 
were in his Cofters at home : An: 
the Bank is fo far from paying any ls 
tereſt for what is there brought 11 + 
that money in the Bank 1s wort 
ſJomething more m common Pap \ 
"ments, than what runs current 14 
Coin from hand to hand: no other. 
money paſſing in the Bank, bur ig 
-the ſpecies of Coin the beſt known; 
the molt aſcer rain'd, and the molt ol 
nerally current in all parts of tÞ 
higher as well as the lower German 
 'TheRevenues of Amſter.lam at 


out of the conitant Exciſe upon, 
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%}% forts of Commodities bought and 
hk fold within the Precin&: or out of 
tk the Rents of thoſe Houſes or Lands 
& that belong in common to the City: 
'n; or out of certain Duties and Impoſt- 
«& tions upon every houſe, towards the 
17 uſes of Charity , and the Repairs, or 
$& Adornments, or Fortifcations of the 
er place : or elſe out of extraordinary 
hk Levies conſented to by the Senate, 
fer for furnishing their part of the pub- 
if 1 lick Charge that 1s agreed to by their 
An Deputies in the Provincil-States, for 
7 6 the uſe of the Province : or by the 
10 -Deputies of the States of -Holland in 
ori the States General , for ſupport of the 
Pay Union. And all theſe payments are 
t 1 made into one common Stock of the 
xthezTown , not as many of ours are into 
ut 1@hat of the Parish, ſo as attempts may 
»wnbe eafier made at the calculations of 
t oetheir whole Revenue : And I have 
f thſieard it affirmed , that what 1s paid ' 
Þf all kinds to publick uſes of the 
fÞtates-General, the Province of Am- 
$744 amounts to above fixteen 
ſo1 hundred 
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hundred thouſand pounds ſterling; 
year. But I enter into no computg, | 
ons, Nor give theſe for any thing mg; + 
than what I have heard from mg « 
who pretended to make ſuch enqy { 

[ 


Ties, Which I confeſs I did not. *Þ 
certain, that in no Town, Strengh - 
Beauty , and Convenience, are betty c 
provided for, nor with more unlmi f 
ted expence than in this, by themy j 
nificence of their publick Building « 
as Stadthouſe and Arſenals; thenw *” 
ber and ſpaciouſneſs, as well as on, 1 
and revenues of their many Hoſp « 
tals ; the commodiouſneſs of thi 4 
Canals, running through the «'g 
Streets of paſſage 3 the migl'# 
ſtrength of their Baſtions and Ra © 
Parts ; and the neatneſs as well f 
convenience of their Streets, ſolu © 
can be compaſſed in ſo great a cont? 
'ence of induſtrious people: all wk 
could never be atchieved witholl 
charge much exceeding what 'WF 
Proportioned to the Revenue-omr 
{lingle Town, 3} 
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n The Senate chuſes the Government 
f the Pro- 


® Deputics, whichare ſent 9." * f 
® from this City to the ylland. 
q States of Holland , the 
d ſovercignty whereof 1s repreſented 
li by Deputies of the Nobles and 
t Towns, compoſing nineteen Voices 
ll: of which the Nobles have only the 
w firſt, and the Cities eighteen, accord- 
w ng to the number of thoſe which are 
y called Sremms : the other Cities and 
u Towns of the Province having no 
jd. voice in the States, Theſe Cities were 
5 originally bur ſix, Dore, Haerlem, 
hk Delf , Leyaen 5 Amſterdam , and Ter. 
gow. Bur were increaſed by Prince 
oh 'H/illiam of Naſſaw, to the number 
ig Of cightcen, by the addition of Ror- 
| ferdam, Gorcum, Schedam, Schonoven, 
fg Þriel, Alcmar, Horn, Enchuſen, Edam, 
x Moninc kdam, Medenblick , and Per- 
oy Prerer, This makes as great an ine- 
'Þ.: uality in the Government of the _ 
(# rovince, by ſuch a ſmall City as 
We crmeren having an equal voice in the 
\$ rovincual States of eAmſterdans 
© (which 
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(which pays perhaps half of all chy {1 
ges of the Province,) as ſeems to bey C! 
the States-General by ſo ſmall a Pyff 
vince as Overyſe! having an equi 
yoice 1n the States-General with thy? 
of Holland, which contributes may; 
than half ro the general charge of t'®' 
Union. Bur this was by ſome WY? 
ters of that Age interpreted to IF? 
done by the Prince's Authority, t uſ 
leſfen that of the Nobles, and b® © 
lance that of the greater Cities, by © 
Voices of the ſmaller, whoſe depe 
dances were ealier to be gained andif » 
cured. 
The Nobles, though they arefe 
in this Province, yet are not repreſai 
ted by all their number, but by eigl 
or nine, who as Deputies from tht 
Body have Seſfion in the States-Pn 
vincial ; and who, when one amot 
them gies, chuſe another to ſuccaſſ 
him. 'Though they have altogethi 
but one Voice equal to the ſmall F 
Town; yet they are very confidt a 
able in the Government , by poli 
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ſing many of rhe beſt Charges both 
Civil and Military , by having the d1- 
rection of all the Eccleſiaſtical Reve- 
h that was ſeized by rhe Scate upon 
the change of Religion; and by ſend- 
ing their Deputies to all the Counſels 
both of the Generalty and the Pro- 
yince, and by the nomination of one 
Counſellor in the two great Courts of 
Juſtice. They give their Voice firſt 
I the Aſſembly of the States, and 
Kereby a great weight to the buſineſs 
$ conſultation. "The Perfioner of 
Yolland 1s ſeated with them, delivers 
heir Voice for them, and aſliſts at all 
Þeir Deliberations before they come 
Þthe Aſſembly. He 1s properly, but 
Flinifter or Servant of the Province, 
$9 fo his place or rank 1s behind all | 
Seir Deputies ; but he has always 
\Fcat credit, becauſe hes perpetual, 
F {eldom diſcharged ; though of 
ht he ought to be choſen or renew- 
j& every fifth year. He has place in 
Þ the ſeveral Aſſemblies of the Pro- 
cc, and 1n the States propoſes all 
] affairs, 
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affairs, gathers the opinions,and formſy 
or digeſts the reſolutions 3 pretendfc| 
ing likewiſe a power not to concludo 
any very important aftair by plural 
of yoices, when hejudges in his caſce 
{cience he ought not to do it , aſp! 
that it will be of ill conſequence Oe 
_ prejudice tothe Province. He is likgn 

wiſe one of their conſtant Depunſfc! 
- mtheStates- General. LL 
_ 'Fhe Deputies of the Cities afhc 
drawn out of the Magiftrates and Wor 
nate.of each Town : their numbaltrc 
uncertain and arbitrary , accordingiſta 
the cuſtoms or pleaſure of the CiſÞp 
| _ thatſ{endthem, becauſe they havey 
it *-.- together but one Voice, and areFFe« 
_ maintained at their Cities Changſeco 
. but commonly one of the Burgonſpil 
Rersz' and the Penſioner are of rl 
number, _- Fn 
. The States of Holland have thiÞet 
Seftion in the Court at the Hague, @ t! 
aſſemble ordinarily four times a yam 
in February, Fane , September, and 
verber, In the former Sefſtons tirns 


} 
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provide for the filling up of all vacant 
charges, and for renewing the Farms 
fall the ſeveral Taxes, and for con- 
ſulting about any matters that con- 
ern either the general good of the 
Trovince, orany particular differen- 
eariſing between the Towns. Baur 
n November they meet purpoſely to: 
ſolve upon the continuance of the 
Fharge which falls to the share of 
heir Province the following year, ac- 
rding to what 'may have been a- 
reed upon by the Deputies of the 
Frates-General, as neceſlary for the 
Wpport of the State or Umon. 
Y For extraordinary occaſions they 
Fc convoked by a Counſet called the 
Wecommitteerde Raeden, or the Com- 
aifioned Counſellors, who are pro- 
Fly a Counſel of State, of thePro- 
Fuce, compoſed of ſeveral Deputies; 
rpc from the Nobles, one from each 
F the chief Towns, and but one 
Mm three of the ſmaller Towns, 
$1. of the three chuſing him by 
Arms. And this Counſel fits con- 
ſtantly 
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ſtantly at the Hagze, and both propyy 
ſes to the Provincial-States at there, r 
traordinary Aſſemblies, the matrerggff , 
deliberation , and executes their rehſ , 
lutions. | l: 
Intheſe Aſſemblies, though all 
equal ; in voices, and any one hindet 
arcſult; yer.it ſeldom happens, bn 
that united by one common bonded 
intereſt, and having all one commaim 
end of publick good , they come attgPr 
full debates to caſte reſolutions yiel , 
ing to the power of reaſon whereit he 
clear and ſtrong; and ſuppreſling! 
private.paſſions or intereſts, ſo asti 
{maller part ſeldom conteſts hard 
long, What the greater agrees ( 
When the Deputies of the States 
gree in apimion, they ſend ſome 
their number to their reſpe& 
Towns, propoſing the affair andi 
reaſonsalledged, and deſiring ord 
from them to conclude; which 
dom fails, if the neceſlity or utility! 
evident : IF it be more intricate] 
ſuffers delay , the States adjourn cle 


hf 
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f:ch a times as admits the return of 
all the Deputies to their Towns ; 
where their influence and intereſt, 
and the impreſſions of the Debates in 
their Provincial Aſſemblies, make the 
conſent of the Cities caſter gain'd- _ 
* Beſides the States: and Counſel 
| mention'd , the Province has like- 
wiſe a Chamber of accounts, who 
manage the general Revenues of the 

Wrovince : And beſides this Truſt, 

Wicy have the abſolure diſpoſition of 
Mhe ancient Demeſne of Holland, 

Sithout giving. any account to the 
cates of the Province. Only at times, 

Fiber upon uſual intervals, or upona 
@ccellity of money, the States call up-, 
$0 them for a Subſltdy of two or three 

» Qundred thouſand.Crowns, or more, 
bp ebey are. prelt; ,. or; conceive the; 
F-bamber to be, grown rich, beyond 
Fat is proportioned; to-the. general. 
Lgn of increaſing the. caſc-and for: 
; Woes of thoſe perſons, who compoſe; 
FF 1c States of Helgd diſpoſe of 
We charges ro men\grown-aged.in; 
= © © their 
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their Service, and who have paſy 
through moſt of the Employmey 1 
of State:with the eſteem of prudehy þ 
and integrity ; and ſuch perſons fi 
here an honourable and profitable: w 
tr eat. ; 
'Thelſe Provinces of Holland 'xþ,, 
Zealand, as they uſed formerly 
have one Governour in the time) 
the Houſe of Burgundy and Anftii 

ſo rhey have long had one comm 
Judicature, which is exerciſed byti 
Courts of Juſtice , cach of them ca 
mon to both the Provinces. Thefl 

is compoſed of twelve Counſellgh 
nine of Helland, and three of 2 
land, of whom the Goyernour of 
Provinces 1s the head ; by the \ 
conſtitution uſed to preſide wi 
ever he pleaſed ; 'and'to name. all 
Counſellors except one, who! 
choſen by rhe- Nobles. "This" hn 
judges withour appeal in all crinlifeſþ 
cauſes ;' bat in civil there lies af t: 
to the other Court, which i 15 © Y re 
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is no appeal , but only by Petition to 
theStares of the Province for a reviſi- 
| on: When theſe judge there 1s a rea- 
ſon forit , they grant Letters Patents 
to that purpoſe, naming ſome Syn- 
! dicxes our of the Towns, who being 
| added to the Counſellors of the two 
former Courts , reviſe and judge the 
Cauſe in the laſt reſort. And this 
courſe ſeems to have been inſtituted 
by way of ſupply or imitation of the 
hamber- of echlin, to which, be- 
fore the Revolt of the Provinces, 
Where lay an appeal by way of reviſt- 
Won, from all or moſt of the Provincial 
WCourts of Juſtice, as there (ti]] doth in 
e Spantzh Provinces of the Nether- 
mas. : 
= The Union is made Government 
Wp of the Seven Sove-. of the Uni- 
, 


ie ted Provimn- 
gn Provinces before ,,, 


Waned, who chuſe their 
Welpective Deputies, and ſend them 
Wo the ZHagne, for the compoling of 
Wiree ſeveral Colledges,' called, the 
Fates-General, the Counſel of State, 
* G 2 and 
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and the Chamber of Accounts. Th © 
Soveraign Power of this Unitg! 


State, lies effeCtively in the Aſlembly | 


of the States General , which uſed; 


firſt to be convoked upon extraorif* 


nary occaſions , by the Counſe > 
State; but that ſeldom, in regard thi 


uſually conſiſted of above eight hy 


dred perſons, whoſe meeting top 
ther in one place from ſo many ſeyer 


parts, gave too great a shake to t 
whole Body of the Union; made 


Debates long, and ſometimes conl 


ſed; the Reſolutions ſlow, andy 


on ſudden occaſions out of time, 
the abſence of the States Genen 
the Counſel of State repreſentedth | 
Authority, and executed their re 


lutions, and judged of the nece 1 


of a new Convocation :. till after | 


Earl of Leiceſter*s departure from} 


Government, the Provincial-$ 
defired of "A General, that. 


might by their conſtant reſpef 


Deputies, continue their Aſfml 
under the name of States Geng 
wil 
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" which were never after aſſembled but 
Yr bergen op £0011 * forratifying with 
Emore ſolemn form and authority , the 
FT ruce concluded with Duke eMlibert 
L-nd Spatn. | 

} This defire of the Provinces was 
rounded upon the pretences, that 
Thc Counſel of State convoked them 
Þut ſeldom , and ar will ; and that be- 
Yno to execute all in their abſence, 
Whey thereby arrogated to themſelves 
Foo great an authority in the State. 
Wut a more ſecrer cronfen had greater 
Weghtinthisaffair, which was, that 
e Engluh Embaſlador had by agree- 
Went with Queen Elizabeth, a con- 
Want place in their Counſel of State ; 
nd upon: the diſtaſtsarifing between 
he Provinces and the Ear] of Leice- 
F* , with ſome jealouſies of the 
FUueens diſpoſitions to make a Peace 
With Spain, they had no mind that 
pr Embaſlador should be preſent any 


| s 


rFonger in the firſt digeſtion of their 
Witairs,which was then uſually made in 
Wc Counfel of State. And hereupon 
G 2 they 


Y 
i ' 
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they firſt framed the ordinary Cow. 
ſel, called the States General, vin 
has ever ſince paſſed by that name, 
and firs conſtantly in the Courr atthf 
Hagne , repreſents the Sovereigntye 
Union , gives Audience and Dy: 
patches to all Forreign Miniſters; by. { 
yet 1s indeed only a repreſentatives; \ 
the Stares-General , the Aſſembly! c 
whereof are wholly diſuſed. * 
The Counſel of State, the Adnyy 1 
ralty, and the Treaſury are all ſub þ 
dinate to this Counſel; all which 
continued in as near a reſemblancl 
could be, to the ſeveral Counſels uf FE 
In the time when the Provinces wall 1 
ſubject to their ſeveral Principalu n 
or united under one m the houſs8 
Burgnndyand Auſtria: only the ſe Wi 
ral Deputies (compoſing one void þ 
now ſucceeding the ſingle perim 
employed under the former Gove 
ments; and the Hagane, which | c 


| 


the ancient ſeat” of the Counts ÞP 
Holland , ſtill continues to be ſo off 0 
theſe Counſels ; where the Palace 01 


( 
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the former Sovereigns, lodges the 
| Prince of Orange as Governour, and 

+ receives theſe ſeveral Counſels as at- 

| tending ſti] upon the Sovereignty, 

| repreſented by the States General. 

þ- The Members of all theſe Couns 

- ſels are placed an\l changed by the ſe- 

- yeral Provinces , according to their 

g: difterent or agreeing cuſtoms. To the 

| States- General every one ſends their 

j Depurics 1n what number they pleaie; 

> ſore two, ſome ten or twelve; which 

| makes no difference, becauſe all mat- 

ters are carried not by the Votes of 
& Perſons, but of Provinces; and all the 

& Deputies from one Province , how 

few or many ſoever, have one ſingle 
# Vote. [The Provinces difter likewiſe 
# inthe time fixed for their depuration; 

& ſome ſending for a year , ſome for 
more; and others for life. The Pro- 
# vince of Holland ſends to the States- 
» General one of their Nobles, who is 
perpetual ; two Depuries choſen out 
of their eight chief Towns; and one 
out of North-Holland ; and with 
G 4 theſe, 


Ne 
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theſe, two of their Provincial Cow, 
ſel of State, and their Penfroner, fc 
Nether Stadtholder,or Governg, ar 
orany perſon in military charge, þy 
Seſl1on 1n the States General. Even 
Province preſides their week in turg 
and by the moſt qualified perſon q 
the Depunics of that Province : } 
fits m a Chair with arms, atthemi x 
dleof along Table, capable of hol 
ing about thirty perſons, for abax an 
that number this Counſel 1s uſu} ar 
compoſed of. "The Greffer , who na 
nature of a Secretary , ſits at thelom ſer 
end of the Table : When a forrey no 
Minifter has Audience, he 1s ſeated: xc: 
the middle of this Table, over-agan dt 
thePrefident, who propoſes all mt: {pc 
ters in this Affembly ; makes dc: 
Greffer read all Papers 3 puts t) po 
| Queſtion; calls the Voices of i Pit 
Provinces; and forms the Concll W: 
on. Or if he refuſes to concluded . 
cording to the plurality , he is of #Nn 
ged to refign his place to the Prefidl # 
of theenſuing week , who conclu® 


for him. Th. 


1: 
F: 
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This is the courſe 1n all affairs be= 
fore them, except 1n caſes of Peace 
and War, of forreign Alliances, of 
railing or coining of moneys, or the 
Priviledges of each Province or 
Member of the Union. ln all which, 
all the Provinces muft concur, plura- 
lity being not at all weighed or obſer-= 
ved. This Counſel 1s not Sovereign, 
| but only repreſents the Sovereignty z 
and therctore though Embaiſladors 
arc both reecived and ſent 1n their 
name; yetnettherare their own cha- 

ſen, nor torreign Minitters anſwered , 

por any of thoſe mentioned affairs 
xclolved, without conſulting firlt the 
States of each Province by their re- 
 tſpcctive Deputies, and receiving Or- 
 Ccrs from them : And m other im- 
| portant matters, though decided by 
| Piurality, they frequently conſult 
; With the Countel of State. 

. Nornas this method or conſtituti- 
| On every been broken ſince their State 
\Þegan, excepting only in one affair, 
F hich was in Fanuary 1668. when 
- G5 his 
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his Majeſty ſent me over to propoſe z 
League of mutual Defence with this 

State, and another for the preſeryan. 
on of Flanders from the Invaſion off 


F. 


France , which had already conquer. 
ed a great part of the Span#h Proyin. 
ces, and left thereſt atthe mercy of! 
the next Campaign. Upon this occs/ 
Hon I had the fortune to prevail-wit! 
the States-General to conclude thre! 
Treaties, and upon them draw upan(: 
ſign the ſeveral inſtruments, in th 


| 

| 

It 1 
ſpace of five days; without paſling' : 
the eſſential forms of their Govern, p 
( 

l 

f, 


ment by any recourſe to the Proviny 
ces, which muſt likewiſe have hads 
to the ſeveral Cities: There, I kney: « 
thoſe Forreign Miniſters, whoſe duy t| 
and Intereſt it was to oppoſe this# al 
fair, expected to meet and to eludet; tl 
which could not havyefailed in caſe! 0 
haJ run that Circle, ſince engagin' 1! 
the voice of one City muſt have br ©: 
ken it. *Tistrue, that in concluding { 
theſe Alhances without Comm at 
from their Principals, the Deputies} E 


jo 


the States-General ventur'd their 
; heads, if they had been diſowned by 
- their Provinces; but being all unani- 
\ mous, and led by the clear evidence of 
* {o direct and 1mportant an intereſt 
| (which muſt have been lot by the 
| uſual delays,) they all agreed to run 
' thehazard; and were {o far from be- 
 inedifown'd, that they were applaud- 
x ed by all the Members of every Pro- 
. vince; having thereby changed the 
yz whole face of Aﬀairs in Chriftendom), 
y and Jaid the foundation of the 'T'ri- 
p. ple-Ailiance, and the Peace of ef:x 
» (which were concluded about four 
months after.) So great has the force 
# fReaſon and Intereſt ever proved in 
tn this State, not only to the uniting of 
4 all Voices in their Aſſemblies, bur ro 
4 the abſolving of the greateſt breach 
-{ Oftheir original Conſtitutions; even 
0 1na State whole Saicty and Greatneſs 
| has been chiefly founded upon the 
in ſevere and exact obſervance of Order 
ana Method in all their Counſels and 
< Executions, Nor have they eyer uſed 
fl ; (3 6 "AC 
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at any other time greater means yf 


agree and umite the ſeveral Membe 


of their Union 1n the Reſolutions ne. 
ceſlary , upon the molt preſſing occyþ 
ſions, than for the agreeing-Provincþ 


ro name ſome of their ableſt perſogf 


to go and confer with the diſſenting 


and repreſent thoſe Reaſons and Intef 
reſts, by which they have been ind 


ced to their opinions. 


The Counſel of State is compoſe 


of Deputies from the ſeveral Proynf 
ces, but after another manner thanthy 
States- General,the number being ful 


ed. Gelderland ſends two , Hollay 
three, Lealand and Urrecht twoy: 


piece, Friezeland, Overyſeland Gru 
inghen, eachot them one, making 
all twelve. "They vote not by Pi 
vinces , but by perſonal Voices; at 
every Deputy prefides by turns, 5 
_ this Counſel the Governour of ti 
Provinces has Section, and a deciſn 
' voice : and the Treafurer-Genet | 
Seſſion, but a voice only deliberati 
yet he has much credit here , being# 


42 ey. nat. ec od... iid & oc ad ans” oo Wwe a = 
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life; and ſo is the perſon depured to 
this Counſel from the Nobles of 
Holland , and the Deputies of rhe 
Province of Zea/and. The reſt are but 
for two, three, or four years. 
The Counſel of Stare executes the 
Reſolutions of the States-General ; 
conſults and propoſes to them the 
moſt expedient ways of raiſing 
Troops, and levying Moneys, as well 
as the proportions of both , which 
they conceive neceſlary 1n all con- 
junctures and revolutions of the 
State : Superintends the Milice, the 
Fortifications, the Contributions out 
of Enemies Countreys, the forms and 
diſpoſal of all Paſports, and the Af- 
furs, Revenues, and Goyernment of 
all places conquered ſince the Union ; 
which being gain'd by the common 
Arms of the State, depend upon the 
dtates-General, and not upon any 
particular Province. 
Towards the end of every years 
this Counſel forms a ſtate of the ex- 
pence they conceiye will be neceflary 


G 7 for 
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for the year enſuing ; preſents itj 
the States-General, deſiring themyf , 
demand fo much of the States-Pn 
vincial, to be raiſed according tothþ 
uſual proportions, which are o ; 
100000 Gilders. E- 

a 

| 


odrs. n 
E t 
8 
1 
Groningue «= 58Q20 — 17 -——=j " 
'This Petition, as ?ris called, i 7 
made to the States-General in th r 
name of the Governour and Counk « 
of State, which 1s but a continumg x 
of the forms uſed in the time of thy c 


Sovereigns, and ſtill by the Gow 

norsand Counſel of State in the $# 11 
n#h Netherlands : Petition ſignifyll 
barely asking or demanding , tho 
1mplying the thing demanded tot ' 
whe 
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wholly in the right and power of 
them that give. It was uſed by the 
&r{ Counts only upon extraordinary 
occaſions and neceſſities ; but in the 
time of the Houſes of Burgundy and 
Auſtria, grew to be athing of courſe, 
and annual, as1t 1s ſtill inthe Spanzh 
Provinces. 

The Counſel of State diſpoſes of 
all ſums of money deſtin'd for all ex- 
traordinary aflurs, and expedites the 
Orders for the whole expence of the 
State, upon the reſolutions firſt taken 
in the main , by the States-General. 
The Orders muſt be ſigned by three 
Depuries of ſeyeral Provinces, as well 
as by the Treaſurer General, and then 
reeiſtred m the Chamber of Ac- 
counts, before the Receiyer-General 
paysthem, which 1s then done with- 
out any difhiculty, charge, or delay. 

Every Province raiſes what moneys 
It pleaſes, and by what ways or 
means ; ſends 1ts Qz04, or share of 


." the general charge to the Receiver- 


General, and conyerts the reſt to the 
pres 
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preſent uſe, or reſerves it for the fy.þ ;1 
ture occaſions of the Province. | |, 

The Chamber of Accounts wyf x 
erected about ſixty years ago, fortheÞ « 
eaſe of the Counſel of State, toexy | 
min and ſtate all Accounts of all thef 
ſeveral Receivers, to controul and ref} 
oiſter the Orders of the Counſel e 
Statc, whichdifpoſes of the Finances 
and this Chamber 1s compoſed of tw 
Depuries from each Province, wha 
are changed every three years. | 
| Beſides theſe Colledges ,, 1s the 
Counſel of the Admiralty ; whoþ 
when the States-General by advice of 
the Counſel of State, have dchign'ds 
Fleet of tuch a number and forced 
be fet out , have the abſolute diſpokil, 
on of the Marine affairs, as well in the 
choice and equipage of all the level 
ral Ships, as in1ſluing the moneys ap 
lotred for that ſervice. 

This Colledge- 1s ſubdivided inn 
hve, of which three are in Holland} 
©iz, one 1n Amſterdam, another er 
Rotterdam , and the third at Horned 


19! * 
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 thefourth isat eMiddleburgh 1n Zea- 
 laxd, and the fifth at Harlingaen 1n 
Friezland. Each of theſe 1s compoſed 
of ſeven Deputies ; four of that Pro- 
' vince where the Colledg refides; and 
| three named by the other Provinces. 
} The Admiral, or mm his abſence, the 
| Vice-Admiral, has Seffion in all theſe 
4 Colledges, and prefiies when he 1s 
| preſent. "They take cognizance of 
| Crimes committed at Sea; judge all 
| Pyrates that are taken, andall frauds 
& or negl1gences in the payment or col- 
| lections of the Cuſtoms 3 which 
are particularly affected to the Ad- 
# miralty, and applicable to no other 
uſe, This Fond being not ſufficts 
Went in time of War , 1s ſupplied 
| oy the States with whatever 1s ne- 
qceffary from other Fonds ; bur in 
ume of Peace, being little exhauſted 
by other conſtant charge , beſides 
that of Convoys to their ſeveral 
W'leets of Merchants in all parts, the 
gWemander of this Revenue 1s appli- 
, d to the building of- great Ships of 
6 War, 


s 


o 
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War, and furnishing the ſeveral Ark) 
nals and Stores with all forts of Py ; 
viſion, neceſlary for the building aj | 
rigeing of more Ships than can R 
needed by the courſe of a low. , 
War. | þ 

So ſoon as the number and force ( 
the Fleets deſigned for any Expedy) + 
on, 1s agreed by the States-Genenl} «| 
and grven out by the Counſel of Saf , 
to the A..miralty ; each particu 


Colledg furnishes their own propy 

tion, which is known as well as that 
_ the ſeveral Provinces, in all mon* $ 
that are to be raiſed. Inall which, 
Admiral has no other share or advs t| 
rages, beſides his bare Salary, and) t; 
proportion in Prizes that are take 
'The Captains and Superior Office 
of each Squadron are choſen by! ta 
ſeveral Colledges; the number! ol 
men appointed for every Ship: at in 
which, each Captain uſes his beſt # ci 
gence and credit to fill his numlt ' 1o 
with the beſt men he can get, 
takes the whole care and chan of 
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* Victualling his own Ship for the time 
;nrended for that Expedition, and fig- 
nified to him by the Admiralty ; and 
this at a certain rate of ſo much a man. 
: And by the good or ill diſcharge of 
his Truſt , as well as that of providing 
Chirurgeons Medicines, and all 
things neceſlary for the health of rhe 
' men, each Captain grows into good 
 orill credit with the Sea. men. an.i by 
their report witli the Admuralties; 
upon whole opinion and eſteem, the 
fortune of all Sea-Officers depends : 
So as in all their Expeditions there 
appears rather an emulation among 
the particular Captains, who $hall 
treat his Sea-men belt in theſe points , 
and employ the moneys allotted for 
their Victualling to the beſt adyan- 
tage, than any intle knavish practices 
- of filling their own purſes by keep- 
; Ingtheir men's bellics empty, or for- 
\ Cing them to corrupted unwhole- 
| fome diet : upon which , and upon 
& cleanlineſs 1n their Ships, the health 
1 of many people, crowded up into 


{0 
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fo little rooms, ſeem chiefly to de | 
yas. | 
'The Salaries of all the great Ok. 


cers of this State are very ſmall: 1 hay} x 


already mentioned that of Burgoms | 
_ fter of eAmſterdars tobe about fifty} | 
pounds ſterling a year : That of ther] 
Vice-Admiral ( for ſince the hifff « 
Prince of Orange's death, to the yea| 
1670. there had been no Admiral) uf 
five hundred, and that of the Pers} 
oner of Holland two hundred. | 
.'The greatneſs of this State ſeem 
much to conſiſt in theſe Orders, howſ 
confuſed ſoever, and of different pie 
ces they may ſeem : but more in twp 
main effects of them , which are th 
good choice of the Officers of chidſ | 
'Truſt in the Cities, Provinces, ink 
State : and the grear ſimplicity an 
modeſty in the common port or I 
ving of their chiefeſt Miniſters 
without which, the abſoluteneſs 6 
the Senates in + Town , and. ti 
immenſity of the Taxes throughall 
the wnole State, would never bect$'0 
dure. 
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dured by the people with any pati- 
ence ; being both of them greater 
than in many of thoſe:Governments 

which are eſteemed - moſt: Arbitra- 

| ry among their Neighbours, - Bur 

- in the Aſſemblies' and Debates of 

- their Senates, every man's abilitiesare 

| diſcovered, as their diſpoſitions are , 

\ inthe conduct of their hvesand do- 

meſtick among - their fellow-- Giti- 

| 7ens. 'Theobſervation of theſe, ei- 
| ther raiſes or ſuppreſles the credit of 

+ particular men, both among the peo 

þ pleand the Senates of their Towns; 

| who to maintain. their Authority 

of with leſs popular envy or diſcontent; 
give much to the general opinion of 

Fthe people in the choice of their Ma« 

\Bgiſtrates : By this-means it comes to 

$pals, that though perhaps the. Natiqn 

Wenerally benot wiſe, yertheGoverns 

,Wncntis, becauſe 1t1s;compoſed of the 

"1{c{t of rhe Nation., which way give 

g- an advantage ,over;:many-:otherss 

here ability is of more. common 

pp-oth, bur of leGuſe tothepublicks 


an 
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it happens that neither wiſdom ng 
honeſty are the qualities which bring 

men to the management of Stare-tf 
fairs, as they uſually do in this Cow 
mon-wealth. 1 + "l 
:.- Beſides, though theſe people, wh 
are naturally cold and heavy, may naf p 
be'ingenious enough to furnish a pla 
fant or agrecable- Converſation , it 
they want not-plain down-right ſaif 
to underſtand and do their bufinehf 
both publick and private, which'ut 
talent very different from the othay 
and I know not whether they oftaſa 
meet : For the firſt proceeds fran 
heat of the brain , which makes thi 
ſpirits more airy and volatile , as 

thereby the motions of rthoug 
Iighterand quicker, and the range 
imapination ' much greater than: 
ebld heads, wherethe ſpiritsaremd 
earthy. ind/'dull : | chought mf 
flower-and heavier, but thereby'l 
impreſſions of irare deeper, and! 
lonper;, - one/imagination being" 
ſofrequently nor ſo-eafilycef Fong 


| 


v | 
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another , as Where new ones are Con= 


tinually ariſing. This makes duller 


| men more conſtant and ſteady , arid 
| quicker men more inconſtant and un- 
certain ; whereas the greateſt ability 
in buſineſs ſeems to be' the ſteady 
| purſuit of ſome one thing till there'1s 
{an end of it, with perperual applicati- 
on and endeavour not to be diverted 


%< 
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+ 
"8 


4 
: 
4. 
2. 
Q 
bY” 
"4 


| ſome better defign. The firſt of theſe 


© talents cuts ike a razor, the other like 


" 


Pp 
n 


} 


F 
1 


"9 the. 


by every repreſentation of new hopes 
or fears , of difficulty or danger, or of 


- 


ja hatchet; one has thinneſs of edg, 
Wand fineneſs of metal and temper, but 
ws eality turn'd by any ſubſtance that 
$5 hard, and reſiſts. TWother has 
Woughneſs and weight, which makes 


t cut through,or go deep,where-ever 
t falls; and therefore one is for a- 


Wornment, andth'other for uſe, - |. 


; 


It my be aid further, that the heat 
' the heart commonly goes along 
th that of the brain; ſo that paſſt- 


ET £ , 


p35 are warmer where 1maginations 
Wc quicker : and there are few men 


(unleſs 
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unleſs1n caſe of ſome evident naty. 
ral defect) but have ſence cnough to | 
_ diſtinguich in groſs between riph | 
and wrong, between good and bad, 
when repreſented to them; and con. 
ſequently have judgment cnoughty | 
do their buſineſs, if it be left tot elf, | 
and not ſwayed nor corrupted by 
ſome humor or paſſion, by anger of þ 
pride, by loveor by ſcorn, ambitia | 
or avarice, delight or revenge ; ſotha þ 
the.coldneſs of paſſions ſeems to te} 
the natural ground of ability and ho } 
neſty among men, as the government 
or moderation of them the great.cn( 
of. philoſophical and moral inſtru 
ons. "Theſe ſpeculations may perhapl 
a little leſſen the common wonder, 
how weshould meer with in one Ny 
tion {6 little $shew. of Parts and Wit, 
and {6 greate evidence of Wiſdomal 
Prudefice ,.ashazappearedin the off 
duet: and ſuccefles of this Stare fat} 
neran hundred years; which 'need|* 
no other teſtimony than the of 


þ rows and power 1t It arrived. 0 o" 
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ſo weak and contemptible ſeeds and 
beginnings. © —@— 
The other circumſtance I menti- 
oned as an occaſion of their great- 
neſs, was the ſimplicity and modeſty 
of their Magiſtrates in their way of 


living ; whichis fo general, that T 
never knew one among them exceed 


the common frugal popular air; and 
| ſogreat, that of the two chief Ofhi- 


} cers in my time , Vice-Admiral De 
Ryjter , and the Penſitoner De Wie 


| (one, generally eſteemed by foreign 


TA Cites CONDT SDS to netne 
wy we ri oy ates 5 nn 


| Nations, as great a Sea-man, and the 


other as great a States: man as any of 
their Ape, I never ſaw the firſt in 
Clothes better than the commoneſt 


| Sea-Captain, nor with above one man 


following him, nor in a Coach: And 
In his own Houſe , neither was the 
dze, Building, Furniture, or Enter- 


dj tainment , at all exceeding the uſe 
{of every common Merchant and 
xf [rades-man in his Town. For the 


&8 Penſioner De /ir , who had the great 
iinduence in the Government , the 


; 


" whole train and expenceof ais Dome- 


H {ticks 
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"Ricks went yery equal with othy 
common Deputies or Miniſters Q/ 
the State; his Habit grave , and plain | 
_ and popular ; his Table what onhj 
ſerv'd turn for his Family, or a Friend,] 
his Train ( beſides Commiſlaries anif 
Clerks kept for him in an Officea} 
joyning to his Houle, at the publid| 
charge) was only one man , wh 
performed all the menial feriir 
| of his Houle at home; and upon hs 
Viſits of Ceremony , putting of 
plain Livery - Cloak , attended'hi 
Coach abroad : For upon other of 
ſions, he was ſeen uſually in the ſtrea| 
on foot and alone, like the commond| 
Burger of the Town. Nor watt 
manner of life affeted, or uſedalif : 
by theſe particular men, but way 
general faſhion or mode —_ F ( 
the Magiſtrates of the State : ty - 


ſpeak not of the Military Officef | 
who are reckon'd their Servants, & £ 
livein a different garb, though gay !! 
rally modeſter than in other Con t| 
TreEYS. | = -Þ 

Thus this ſtomachful people, Þ- 8; 
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could not endure the leaſt exerciſe of 
Arbitrary Power or Impoſitions, or 
the ſight of any Forreign Iroops un- 
der the Spanich Government ; haye 
been ſince inured to all of them, in 
the higheſt degree, under their own 
popular Magiſtrates ; bridled with 
hard Laws; terrified with ſevere Exe- 
cutions; environ'd with forreign For- 
ces; and oppreſt with the mk cruel 
hardſhip and variety of Taxes , that 
was ever known under any Goyern- 
ment. Butall this, whilſt the way to 
Office and Authority lies through 
thoſe qualities which acquire the ge- 
neral elteem of the people; whilſt no 
man is exempted from the danger 
and current of Laws ; whilſt Soul- 
diers are confined to the Frontier- 
Garrifons ( the Guard of Inland or 
Trading Towns being left to the 
Burgers themſelves) and whilſt no 
preat Riches are ſeen to enter by pub- 
lick Payments into Private Purſes, ei- 
ther to raiſe Families, or to feed the 
prodigal expences of vain , extraya- 
gant , and luxurious men ; bur all 
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publick moneys are applied to the | 
Safety, Greatneſs, or Honour ofthe | 
State; and the Magiſtrates themſelye | 
bear an equal ſhare in all the burthen;} 
they impoſe. 
The Authority of the| 
The Autho- Princes Of Orange, 
pe of the. though intermitted up 
rinces of EEE WT 
Orange, ® the untimely deat] 
of the laſt , and infan 
of this preſent Prince; yet as1t mult] 
be ever acknowledged to have hadiþ 
moſt eſſential part inthe firſt framed, 
this Government, andin all the For 
tunes thereof, during the wholf 
growtand progreſs -of the State; ol 
has it ever preſerved a very ſtrowp 
root, not only in fix of the Provin 
ces, but even in the general andpe 
pular affeftions of the Province of 
Holland it ſelf, whoſe States haye fo 
theſe laſt twenty years ſo much ende 
voured to ſuppreſs or exclude it. 
This began in the perſon of Prinq 
William of Naſſaw , at the yery bing 
ofthe State; and not ſo much by ti 
quality of being Goyernour of Hq 
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| land and Zealand in Charles the 
 Fifth's, and Phzhp the Second's time z. 
\ 25 by the eſteem of ſopreat wiſdom , 


* Government, after the Revolt from 
| Spary , all the Power and Rights of 
i Prince William of Orange, as Gover.- 
| nour of the Provinces, ſeem to have 
| been Carefully reſeryed. But thoſe 

| which remain'd inherent in the So- 
| rereign, were deyolved. upon the Al- 


| lembly of the States General ; ſo as in: 


poodneſs and: courage, as excelPd in 


that Prince, and ſeems to have been 
' from him derived to his whole Race. 
| Being indeed the qualities that natu-= 
'F rally acquire eſteem and authority a- 
;þ mong the people in all Goyernments. 
| Nor has. this Nation in particular, 
iF ſince the time perhaps of C:wzl:s , ever 
been without ſome Head, under ſome 
| Title or other ; but always a Head 
ſubordinate to their Laws and Cus 


f ſtoms, and. to tae Soyereign Power 
ofthe State.. 


In the firſt Conſtitution of this 


| them remained the power of making. 
Peace and War, andall forreign Al- 


H | 3. [WW 


tain-General and Admiral, and there- 


by. the diſpoſition of all Militay 


Commands ; the power of pardo. 
ning the penalty of Crimes; the ch 


ling of Magiſtrates upon the nom | 
nation of the Towns; for they pre«| 
ſented three tothe Prince, whoels| 
Or-| 
vinally the States-General were con- | 
yoked by the Counſel of State, wher| 


Ged one out of that number. 
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lances, and of raiſing and coining of | 
moneys, In the Prince, the command : 
of all Land and Sea-Forces , as Caps | 


; 


Y 
% 
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the Prince had the greateſt influence:| 
Nar liace that change , havethe Statg| 
uſed to reſolye any important matte| 
without his advice. Belides all this, 
as the States-General repreſented the] 
Sovereignty, fo did the Prince of 0-} 
range the Dignity of this State , by| 


publick Guards, and the attendance 


of all Military Officers; by theap | 


plication of all forreign Miniſters, and; 
all pretenders at home; by the ſplen- 


dor of his Court , and magnificenced 
his expence, ſupported not only by 
the. Penſions and Rights of his ſeveral 
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Charges and Commands , but by a 
mighty Patrimonial Revenue in 


| Lands, and Sovereign Principalities 


: 


' andLordships, as well in France, Ger= 
| many,and Burgundy, asin the ſeveral 


| partsofthe Seventeen Proyinces; ſo 


as Prince Henry was uſed to anſwer 


- ſome that would have flattered him 


\ into the deſigns of a more Arbitrary 
| Power , that he had as muchas any 
' wile Prince would deſire in that 


' the forms of the Government; and 


State ; ſince he wanted none indeed, 


' belides that of puniſhing men, and 


raiſing money 5 whereas he had rather 
the envy of the ficic ſhould lie upon 


# 


he knew the other could neyer be ſup- 
ported without the conſent of the peo- 
ple, to that degree which was neceſ- 


ary for the defence of ſo ſmall a State 


N 


ainſt ſo mighty Princes as their 

eighbours. 
Upon theſe foundations was this 
State firſt eſtabliſh'd, and bythe ſe or« 
ders maintained, till the death ofthe 
laſt Prince of Orange, when by the 
great influence of the Province of 
H 4 Hot 
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Hollandamongſt the reſt, the Authof 
rity of the Princes came to be ſhare} 
among the ſeyeral Magiſtracies of th 
State ; thoſe of the Cities aſlumedth/ 
laſt nomination of their ſeveral Mz 
giltrates; the State-Provincial', thi 
diſpoſal of all Military Commands yj 
thoſe Troops which their ſhare wasty| 
pay ; and; the States-General, th 
command of the Armies, by Office 
of their own appointment ; ſubſtity| 
| ted and changed at tlicir will. Ny 
power remain d' to pardon what wat 
once condemn'd by the rivor of Law 
_ nor 2ny perfor $5 opecfer.r the port 
and diznity ofa Sove: fn Stott t bothh 
which could cot i0'lcf boing Fniibh 

miſſed by the people, fince no mat} 

in particular can be ſecure of oilen;| 
ding, or would thereiore _—_— ! 
deſpair of impurity. himſelf, though} 
he would haye others doſo; and menh 
are generally pleaſed with the pomp 
and iplendor of a Government, notÞ 
only as it is an amuſement for idle peo-fþ 
ple, but as it is a mark of the great-Þ 
nels, honour and riches of theit 
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f However theſe defets were for 
| near twenty years ſupplied in ſome 
kf meaſure , and this frame ſupported 
kl by the great Authority and Riches of 
the Province of Holland, which drew 
| a ſort of dependance from the other 
| fix; and by the great ſufficiency, in- 
| tegrity, and conſtancy of their chief 
hel Maiſter, and by the effect of both in 
n4 the proſperous ſucceſſes of their Af- 
wh fairs; yet having been a conſtitution 
q ſtrained againſt the current yein and 
x humour of the people, it was always- 
| evident, that upon the growth of this 
| young Prince , the great virtues and 
; qualities he derived from the mixture- 
j| of ſuch Royal and ſuch Princely 
11 Blood, could not fail in time ofrat-. 
| ling his Authority to equal atleaſt. 
$f !t not to ſurpaſs that of his glorious. 
| Anceſtors. 
L Becauſe the curious may deſire to. 
know ſomething of the other Provin-. 
tþ Ces, as well as Holland , at leaſtin 
þ general, and where they differ , it may. 
-# deobſeryed, that the Conſtitutions of - 
ir Celderland , Zealand and Utrecbs, 
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agree much with thoſe in Holland, | 
the States tn each Province being | 
compoſed of Deputies from the No. | 
bles and the Cities ; but with theſe 
ſmall differences. In Gelderland.4l 
the Nobles that have certain Fees or 
Lordſhips in the Province have Sef-} 
ſion ; they compole one half of thef 
States, and the Deputies of the Towns 
the other; and though ſome certainf 
perſons among them are. deputed tq 
the States-General , yet any of thef 
Nobles ofGelder may haveplace there | 
if he will attendat his own charge. | 
| In Zealand the Nobility having| 
been extinguiſhed in the Spaninf 
Wars ;. and the Prince of Orange pol} 
(c{ſing the Marquiſats of Flzshing and 
Terveer , his Highneſs alone make 
that part of the States inthe Province 
by the quality and Title of firſt or folk} 
Noble of Zealand; and thereby haf 
by his Deputy the firſt place , and 
voice, 1nthe States ofthe Province 
the. Counſel of State,. and -Chambeſ 
of Accounts: As Soyereign of Fluf 
Thing and Terveer ,. he likewiſe cref 
atdl 
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- ates the Magiſtrates, and conſequent. 
| 1ydiſpoſes the yoices, not only of the 
'F Nobles, but alſo of two 'Towns, 
F whereas there are in all but fx that 
| ſend their Deputies to the States, and 

| makeup the Soyereignty of the Pro. 
, vIOCe. 


In Utrecht, beſ1des the Deputies of 


the Nobles, and Towns, cigit Dele. 
| gates of the Clergy have Seſtion, and 


a make a third Member in the States of - 


| the Province. Theſe are elected out 
| of the four great Chapters. of the 
{ Town , the Preferments and Reve- 
| nues whereof ( though anciently 
5 Eccleſiaſtical ) yet are now poſleſſed- 
| by Lay perſons, who are moſt of 
tnem Gentlemen of the Province. 


The Government of the Province - 


of Friezland is wholly different from 
ok} that of the four- Provinces already - 
| mentioned ;_ and is compoſed of four - 
| Members , which are called ,. -the-- 
3} quarters of Offtergo., conliſting of ele- 
| ven Baillages ; of Weſtergo , conſi- - 
| ſting of nine; and of Sevenwolden, . 
re} conſiſting often, Each Baillage com-- 
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prehends a certain number of Vil þ 
ges, ten, twelve, fifteen, or twenty, 
according to. their ſeyeral extents 
The fourth Member confiſts of thif 
Towns of the Province , which.aaf 
eleven in number. Theſe four Menfi 
bers haye each of them right of ſent 
ing their Deputies to the States ; th 
1s, two choſen out of eyery Baillage 
and two out. of eyery Town ; alff 
theſe repreſent the Sovereignty ofthþ 
Province, and deliberare, and car 
clude of all affairs, of what impaſ 
tanceſoeyer, without any recourſe 
them who deputed them., or oblis 
tion to know their intentions, whit 
the Deputies of all the former Provt 
ces are {trictly bound to, and ety} 
muſt follow the Inſtructions thy 
bring with them to the Aſſembly, 
know the reſolution of their Pri 
pals before they conclude of anyny 
affair that ariſes: | = 
In the other Provinces, the Nob 
or the Towns chuſe the Deputy 
- which compoſe the States, but' 
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 Friealand the conſtitution is ole 
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| :nother ſort : for every Baillage , 

| which is compoſed of a certain ex- 

x8 tent of Country, and number of Vik- 

tf lages ( as has been ſaid ) is governs 
ed by a Bailly , whom in their Lan-- 
guape they call Greetman -. and this 
Officer governs his Circuit with the 
aſſiſtance: of a certain number of per- 
ſons, who are called his Aſeſlors, 
who together judge of all Civil Cau- 
ſcs, inthe firſt inſtance, but with 4 
peal to the Court of Juſtice of the 
Province. When the States are. con-. 
voked , every Bailly aſſembles toge- 
ther all the perſons of what aus 
ſoever, who poſleſsa certain quantity | 
of land within his diſtri&, and theſe 
men by.molſt-yoices name the two De- 
putics which each Baillage ſends to 
the Aſſembly of the States. 

This Aſſembly, as it repreſents the 
Sovereignty of the Province ; ſo it 
diſpoſes of all vacant charges, chules 
the nine Deputies who compoſe thar 
permanent Collede, which is the 
Counſel of State of the Province ; 
and likewiſe twelye Counldllors (that 


H 7 8, 
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is, three for every Quarter) who com | 


poſe the Court of Juitice of the Prg. 
vince, andjudg of all Civil Cauſes + « 
the laſt reſort , but of all Criming } ; 
from the firſt inſtance , there bein | ; 
no other Criminal JuriſdiQtion by ! * 
this'only through theProvince;whers - 
as in the other Provinces, -therey © 
no Town which has it not within * 
ſelf: and ſeveral both Lords and Vib 
lages have the high and low Juſtice be. 
longing to them. 
In the Province -of Gronngw, 
which is upon the ſame Tract of Land \ 
the Elections of the Deputies outd 4 * 
the Country are made as in Friezlan ; 
by perſons poſleſt of ſet proportions © | 
Land:. but in Overyſel,. all Noble, : | 
whoare qualifh'd by having Seignew- | 
rial Lands,. make a part of the States, * | 
Theſethree Provinces, with Weſ * 
phalia , and all thoſe Countreys be } 
tween the F-ezer, the Yſſel, andthe | 
Rhyne ,. where the Seat ofthe ancient} 
Friſons, who under the name of Sx} 
ons .( given them from the weapop 
they. wore, madelike a Sythe ay 


& 
'F:. 
${\; 

WW * 

4 
LF . 

N 


| | 
Ss 

by 

\ 


: 


ww —_ , 4 my 
- 


Ch.11. Of therr Government. 167 


' edge outwards , and called in their 


Language Seaxes) were the fierce 
Conquerors of our Britiſh Ifland , be- 
ing calledin upon the deſertion of the- 
Roman Forces, and the cruel incurſ1.. . 
ons of the Pitts, apainit a people . 
whoſe long Wars at firſt with the Ro- 
mans, and afterwards ſervitude under - 


# them, had exhauſted all the brayeſt - 
' Blood of their Nation, either in their - 


own , or their Maſters ſucceeding 
Quarrels , and depreſled the. hearts 
and courapes of the reſt. 
The Biſbop of Munſter , whoſe 
Territories lie in this Tract of Land, 
pave me the firſt certain eyidences of- 
thoſe being the Seats of our ancient 
Saxons, which have fince been con- 
firmed to me by many things I have 
oblervedin reading theStories of thoſe 
tumes , and by what has been affir- 
med to me upon enquiry of the Frj-- 
z0ns old Language ,. having till ſo 
great affinity with our old Engliſh, as 
to appear calily to have been theſame; _ 
molt of their words ſtill retaining the 
lame (ignification and found, very: 


difle«- 
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cifterent from the Language of the 
Hollanders, This 1s the molt remar-. 
kable in a little Town called Maj | 
cuera., upon the Zudder Sea in 
Friezlayd , which is Itill built afterthe 
faſhion of the old German Villages, 
deſcribed by T acitus, without any ule 
or obſervation of Lines or Angles; | 
but as if every man had built in a com- | 
mon Field, jſt where he had a mind: f 
{o as a ſtranger when he goes in, muſt 
have a.guide to find the way out again. | 
Upon theſe informations and re--| 
marks, and theparticular accountaf- | 
terwards given me of the conſtitutions 
ofthe Province of Friezland, lo dif 
terent from the others , I began to- 
make reflections upon them, as the 
likelieſt Originals of many ancient. 
Conſtiutions among us ,.. of. which. 
no others can be found, and which 
- may ſeem to haye been introduced by. | 
the Sa.x07s here, and by their long and 
abſolute polleſſion of that part of the. 
Ile called Ezxgland ,.to have been fo; 
planted, and rooted among us, as to- | 
have. waded- ſafe in.a great meaſure: | 
brough: | 
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| through the fucceeding inundations 
nd conqueſts of the Daniſh and 
' Norman Nations. And perhaps there 
may be much matter found for the 
curious remarks of ſome diligent and 
ftudious Antiquaries in the compart- 
 fons of the Baills, or Greetman among 
S; | the Fri/ons, with our Sheriff ; of their 
wm | 4f:ſors, with our Fuſtices of Peace z 
d: | of their judzing C1yil Cauſes in their 
Ut.Y giſtri&t , upon the Fl; reſort , but not 
0.4 yithout appe:1 , with the courſe of 
e | our Quarter-Szffions; of their chief 
t- | ſodicature, heir compoſed of Couns 
ff fellew, of ng fororgt Quartere ,- with 
k f onr four Ofrcnits; of theſe being the 
© I comt.on Of. Juvicatnore or the- 
e | Countrey ; ofthe compoſition of theis 
It | States twitch onr Patliiment, at leaſt 
h. | our Houſe of Cormmans ; in the par« | 
| ticulars oft'yo Deputies being choſen 
4 from each Town, as withus, and two 
e 

) 

J, 


| from each Baillape , as from each 

© | County here ; Rs. e laſt by Voices 
: | ofall perſons poſſeſt of a certain quan- 
tity ofLand; andat a meeting aflems 


| bled by the Greezmanto that purpoſe; 
F | and: 
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and theſe Deputies having Powy 
to refolve of all matters without reſyy# - 
to thoſe that choſe them, or know 
ledge of their intentions, which as 
all circumſtances agreeing with of 
Conſtitutions, but abſolutely dif 
ring from thoſe of the other Proving 
in the United States, and from 
compoſition, I think, of the Statg 
either now, or formerly uſed in i, 
other Nations of Ezrope. k. 
To this Origival, I ſuppoſe, 
likewiſe owe what I haye often waſh, 
dered at, that in Erplz::4 we nei, 
ſee norfird upon Record, any Lui; 
or Lordſhip that pretends to havelſh, 
exerciſe of Judicature belong torf 
either that which 1s called high orlo 
Juſtice, which ſeems to be a Badlgh 
ſome ancient Soyereignty , thou 
weſcethem very frequent among [, 
| Netghbours , both under more Am 
phbours , both under N 
trary Monarchies, and underthe ms 
free and popular States. | vi 
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Of their Scituation. 


Olland, Zealand , Friezlana, and 

F Groningen , are ſeated _ the 
Wea, and make the ſtrength and great* 
neſs of this State : the other three, 
With the Conquered Towns in Bras 
ant, Flanders, and Cleve, make ons 
Sy the Ont-wcrks or Frontiers,. {ers 
Wing chicfly for ſafety and defence of 
Whele. No man can tell the ſtrange 
Snd mighty changes that may haye 
Wen made in the faceard bounds of 
"Maritime Countreys, at one time or 
Mother , by furtous Inundations, upon 
WMhe unuſual concurrence of Land- 
Floods, Winds and Tides ; and there 
More no man knows whether the Pro- 
vince of Holland may not have been 
pn ſome paſt Apes, all wood and 
Woveh unequal ground, as ſome old: 
VF 1 raditions go; and leyell'd to what 
We 
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we ſee, by the Seas breaking in a 
continuing long upon the Landf 
ſince recoyered by its receſs , and will 
the help of induſtry. Fort is evidelf 
that the Sea for ſome ſpace of yea 
advances continually upon one Coz 
retiring from the oppoſite ; and! 
another Age , quite changes thi 
courſe, yielding up what it had 
zed, and ſeizing what it had yield 
np, without any reaſon to be ging 
of ſuch contrary motions, But I ſy 
pole this great change was made 
Foll::;:d, when the Sea fart party 
E1:1laad from the C:orinent , brallf 
ing throvgh a-neck of Land. betweq 
Dover and Calais; which may. be 
Tale, butIam ſure is no record. 
1s certain , on the contrary, that ſixtet 
hundred years ago, there was no uſul 
mention or memory of any ſud} 
changes ;. and that the face ofall the 
Coaits, and the nature of the Soil, 
ſpecially that of Holland , was mud 
aS1t is now , allowing only the In 
proyements of Riches, Time, and It 


, 
4 


duſtry ; which appears in the deſct 
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 Ution made in * Tacitus both ofthe 
ndFmits of the Ifle of Batavia, and the 
Whture of the Soil as well as the Cli- 

Wnate, with the very names and courſe 
can fRivers [till remaining. 
uy 'Tis likely the -changes arrived 
1d Wnce that Ape in theſe Countreys, 
Way have been made by ſtoppages 
Wrown in time, with the rolling of 
lK:nds upon the mouths of three great 
Rivers, which diſimbogued into the 
ſy Sathrough the Coaſts of theſe Pro- 
deWinces; that is the Rhine, the Aoſe, 
aAiWnd the Scheld. The ancient Rhme 
reivided where Skhencksconce now 

Wands into two Rivers; of which, 
X Fone kept the name, till running near 
L.] Lezden, it fell into the Sea at Carwick; 
teFvnere are ſtill ſeen at low Tides, the 
aſul founda- 


ſual 
tha * Rhenus apud principinm agri Batavi ve- 
'» lut in duos annes dividitur, ad Gallicam vi- 
1814" latior eg placidior verſo cognomento Va- 
NE alem accole dicunt, mox id quoque vocabu- 
To lum matar Moſa flumine , ejuſque immenſo 
| Init eden in Oceanum effunditur. = 
(cnt, Cm interim flex Autumni & crebris in- 
Lid bribu ſuper fuſus amnis plauſtrum humlem- 
gi Infulam in faciem Stag opplevite 
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dangerous, without _ {kill 
lots, and uſe of Pilot-boats, that 


fecurethe Ships bound for thatli 


Sands having obſtruted the 
courſe of the River, has at ttmaai 
{ed or increaſed thoſe Inundaul 
-out of which ſo many Iſlands 


part of the Countrey 1is ſo mn 
compoſed. | | 


4ts iſlue by Walcheren in Zeal 
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foundations of an ancient Roy 
ſtle that commandeth the mow 
this River : But this is wholly off: 
up, though a great Canal iill jg, 
ſerves the name of the old Rhine, } 
Loſe running by Dort and-Ru, 
dam, fell as it now does into the; 
at the Brie/ , with mighty iſa, 
waterz but the Sands gather{| 
i 
q 
| 


three or four Leagues upay, 
Coaſt, makes the Haven ea 


" 


out with every Tide to welcon 


ver: And it isprobable, that 


4: | 


> 
Lk 


been recovered , and of which! 


The Scheld ſeems to have 


which was an Ifland in the mow 
that Riyer, till the Inundations ap 
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(nd the 420ſe ſeem to have been 


Wovned together by ſome great helps or 
L nerve of the Sea, by which the 


US whole Countrey was overwhelmed , 
which now makes that Inland-Sea 
a that ſerves for a common paſlage be* 
eY tween Holland, Zealand , Flanaers 


Wand Brabant. The Sca for ſome 


OY Leagues from Zealand, lies generally 


Yupon ſuch Banks of Sand as it does 


W upon the mouth of the Maze, 


= though ſeparated by ſomething bet- 
a ter Channels than are found in the 


eay other. 


That which ſeems likelieſt to have 


uf been the occation of ſtopping up 


 W wholly one of theſe Rivers, and ob- 
af ſtruQing the others, 1s the courſe of 
on Welterly-winds , (whichdriveupon 
E this Shore ) being ſo much more con- 
oF ſtant and violent then the Eaſt: for 
oy taking the ſeaſons and years one with 

| another, I ſuppoſe there will be ob- 
# ſerved three parts of Weſterly for one 
a Eaſterly Winds: Beſides that theſe 


wy laſt generally attend the calm Froſts 
i and fir Weather, and the other the 


Kormy 


776 Of their Scituation, Ch,l 
ſtormy and foul. AndI have had, 
caſion to make experiment of 
Sands rifing and ſinking before a H 
ven,, by two fits of theſe contr; 
Winds, above four foot. "This Ipnl 
ſame is likewiſe the natural reaſon þ 
Tſo many deep and commodtous Hf 
yens found upon all the Engiſh tl 
of the Channel, and ſofew ( orif 
deed none ) upon the French ul 
Dutch: An advantage ſeeming tobs 
plyen us by nature, and neyerto 
equal'd by any art or expence of ouf 
Neighbours. 
I remember no mention in ancient 
Authors of that which is now call 
the Zndaer-Sea; which makes mþ 
4amagine, that may have been formi 
likewiſe by fome great inundataj 
breaking in between the Teſſel-Iſlandj 
and others that lie {till in a line conf 
tiguous , and like the broken remais 
ders of a continued Coaſt. This ſcemf 
more probable from the great ſul} 
lowneſs of thot Sea, and flatneſs ofuirf 
Sands upon the whole extent ofit 
Srom the yiolent rage of the " 
bres 
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I breaking 1n that way, which threaten 
7 theparts of DVorth-Hollaud about 
Medenblick and Enchuſen, and brave 
F it oyer the higheſt and ſtrongeſt 
"] Digues of the Province upon every 
11.0 Eigh-Tide, and format North-welt. 
© As likewiſe from the names of Eaſt 
'F and Weſt-Friezland , which ſhould 
$ have been one Continent, till divided 
\Þ by this Sea: For in the time of Taci- 
145 no other diſtintion was known, 
 'Þ but that of the greater or lefler Fri- 
ſons, * and that only from the mea- 
ſure of their numbers, or Forces; and 
| though they were ſaid to have great 
| Lakes among them, yet that word 
y| Lakes ſeems to import they were of 
, | ircſh water , which is made yet plainer 
if dy the word + Ambiunt, that ſhows 
| thoſe Lakes to have been inhabited - 
. | round by theſe Nations : From all 
theſe I ſhould oueſs, that the more 
| I Inland 


. T 


* A fronte Friſti excipiumt Majoribus Mi- 
Wriouſyue Friſits vocabulum , ex modo vis 
1:12 utraque Nationes uſque ad Oceanum 
Rheng pratexuntur T ambiuntque tmimenſes 
| #ſuter locys, Tacit. de Mor. Ger. 
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Inlaud part of the Zudder-Sea wt 
one of the Lakes there mention'y.# 
between which and the Teſſel, wit 
VlieIands, there lay anciently a graft 
Tract of Land ( where the Sands 

_ Thil fo ſhallow, and ſo continued, & 
ſeems to make it evident, ) but ſig 
covered by ſome great irruptionsdf 
waters that joyned thoſe of the Seaulþ 
the Lake together , and thereby mulf 
that great Bay now called the Zudda} 
Sea, by favour whereof the Town 
Amſterdam has grown to'be them 
frequented Haven of the world. | 
Whatever i was, whether natm/ 

or accident, and upon what occaſn, 
ſoever it arrived, the Soil of the whd! 
Province of Holland is generally fa 
like the Sea in a calm , -and looks 
aftera long contention between 
and water, which it ſhould belong 
it had atlength been divided betw, 
them: Forto conſider the great if 
vers, andtheſtrange number of} 
nals that are found in this ProyWe; 
and do not only lead to every gf 
Town, butalmolt to eycry 
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#2nd every Farm-houſe in the Coun- 
Prey; and the infinity of Sails that 
all are ſcen every where courling up and 
wal down upon them ; one would 1ma- 
mi gin the water to have ſhar'd with the 
; Fund ; and the people that live in 
aff Boats, to ſhold ſome proportion with 
2ef thoſc that live in houſes. And this is 
wh one great advantage towards IT rade, 
at which is natural to the Scituation, and 
4.F not to be attained in any Country 
14, wherethere 15 not the ſame level and 
| loitncls of Soil , which makes the 


+ cutting of Canals ſo ealie work as to 


- 
4 


wm. De attempted almoſt by eyery private 
' man: And one Horſe will drawin a 


A 

L 
<0 
$ q 
L 


4 Boat more than fafty can do by Cart; 
| Whereas Carriage makes a great part 

| of the price in all heavy Commodi- 
# tics: and by this calie way of travel- 
n ling, an induſtrious man loſes no time 


There is belides , one very great 


[3 Lake 
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receive a great quantity of people, i} 


fterdam. There is in North-Hollam 


Lake of freſh water ſtill remaininggdy 
the midſt of this Province , by tht 
name of Haerlem Meer , whighh 
might as they fay be eaſily draingf 
and would thereby make a mip! 
addition of Land to a County 
where nothine is more wanted; gt 


which they abound, and who 1 2 
their greatneſs and riches. Much! 
courſe there has been about ſuchy? / 
attempt , but the City of Leyden hy ® 
vingno other way of refreſhing tha's 
Town, or renewing the water of this” 


 Eanals, but from this deer, willy." 


ver conſent toit. +On the otherſi; © 
Amflerdam will ever oppoſe th 
opening and cleanſing of the a ; 
Channel -of the Rhine, which th , 
ſay might eaſily be compaſſed, al © 
by which the Town of Leyden-wal c 
prow Maritime , and fhare a preaths | 
of the Trade now engroſled by AF, 


[ 


an effay already made at the poſlib 
ty of draining theſe great Lakes, 8, 
one of about two Leagues broad, 
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:ving been made firm Land within 
theſe forty years: this makes that 
katrt of the Country called the Bea 
wh /icr, being now the richeſt Soil of the 
kf Province, lying upon a'dead flat , di-: 
nEvided with Canals, and the ways: 
{through it diſtinguiſh'd with ranges 
 iFof Trees, which makethe pleaſanteſt: 
$$Summer-Landſchip of any Country 
vel havc {cen of that fort. 
hat , Another advantage of their Scitu- 
þ! ation for Trade, 1s made by thoſe two. 
worcat Rivers ofthe Rhine and Moſe,. 
Wrcaching up, and navigable ſo mighty 
mY tength into fo rich and populous 
jg" Countrys of the Higer and Lower 
& Germany ; which as irbrings down all 
y/ the Commodities.from thoſe parts to 
9. Magazines in Helland, that vent 


of tem by their Shipping into all parts 
x tf the world where the Market calls. 
ot tor them, ſo with ſomething more 
1s >dour and time it returns all the Mer- 
gk chandizes of other parts into thoſe 
ix} Countrys that are ſeated upon thele 


y ſtreams. For their commodious ſeat 
y 35t0 the Trade of the Srreights, or 


" 


4 


I 3 Bat- 


182 Of their Scituation. Ch.lj 
Baltique , or any parts of the Ocean, 
ſee no advantage they have of moſt 

parts of England ; and they mult cer. 
| rainly yield to many wepofleſs, ifyel 
had other equal circumſtances to ye 
luethem. 

The lowneſs and flatneſs of ther| 
Lands, makes ina great meaſure th 
richneſs of their Soil, that 1s eaſih| 
overflowed every Winter, fo as tle] 
whole Country at that ſeaſon ſeem; 
to lieunder water, which in Springu| 
driven out again by Mills. But = 
which mends the Earth , ſpoils the} 
Air, which would be all Fog and} 
Miſt, if it were not clear'd by the 
ſharpneſs of their Froſts, which ne 
ver fail with every Eaſt-wind for «} 
bout four Months of the year, anc 
are much ftercer than in the ſame La: 
titude with us, becauſe that Wind | 
comes to them over a mighty lengit | 
of dry Continent ; but is moiſtned | 
by the Vapours, or ſoftned by the} 
warmth of the Seas motion beforet 
reaches us. 

And this is the greateſt difadvan- 
tage 


——_———— 
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UL. : 

\ of rageof Trade they receive from their 
Scituation, though neceſſary to their 
| healch ; becauſe many times their Ha- 
yens are all ſhut up for two or three 
' months with Ice, when ours areopen 
| and free. 

he | The fierce :ſharpnefs of theſe 
1 Winds, makes the chanpes of their 
Weather and'Sealons more violent 
| and {arprizing_ than in any place E 
know ; fo as a warm faint Air turns 
= inanightto a ſharp Froſt, with the 
; Wind coming into the North-calt; 
tel and the contrary with another change 
of Wind. The Spring is much ſhorter, 
and leſs agreeable than. with us; the 
Winter much colder, and fome parts 
of the Summer much hotter. AndTI 
have known more than once, the vio- 
lence of the onegiye way tothatofthe 
of other, like the cold fit of an Ague to 
| thehot,, withourtany good temper be- 
tween. 


The flatneſs of their Land expoſes 


: 

w1 tothe danger ofthe Sea, and forces 

| them to infinite charge in the contt- 
\.| nualfences and repairs of their Banks 


I 4 to. 
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to oppoſe it ; which employ yeah! 
He pr than all the Com f y . 
Province of Holland conld maintain. 
(as one of their chief Minilters. ha] 
told me. ) They have lately found the 
common Sea-weed to be the beſt mz 
terial for theſe Digues, which faſten; ' 
with a thin mixtare of eatth, yielk ' 
a little to the force of the Sea, andre. | 
turns when the Waves give back:| 
Whether they are thereby the ſafer | 
againſt Water, as they ſay houſestha| 
ſhake are againſt Wind ; or whether, | 
as pious Naturaliſts obſerve, all thingy , 
carry about them that which ſerve 
for a remedy apainſt the naſchich * 
they doin the world. 
The extreme moiſture of Air,l 
take to be the occaſion of the gret | 
neatneſs in their Houſes, and clear | 
nels in their Towns. For without ' 
the help of thoſe Cuſtoms , thei | 
Country would not be habitable by 
tuch crowds of people, but theAit | 
would corrupt upon every hot ſea 
fon, and expoſe the Inhabitanrs to . 
general and infeftious Diſcaſes; 
| which 
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11 which they hardly eſcape three Sum- 
| mers together, eſpecially about Ley- 
| den, Where the Waters are not fo ca- 
| ily renewed : and for this reaſon I 
| ſuppoſe it is that Leyden is found to 
; be the ncateſt and cleancſt kept of all 
. their Towns, X 
' The fame moiſture of Air makes 
'} all Metals apt to ruſt, and Woodto 
'F mould ; which forces them by contt- 
\ nual pains ofrubbing and ſcouring , 
' toſeckapreyention of cure : This 
' makes the brightneſs and cleanneſs- 
+ that ſeems affected in their. Houſes, 
 andiscall*d natural to them, by peo- 
. ple who think no further. So the. 
* deepneſs of their Soil, and wetneſs 
\ of Szafons, Which: would render it 


A | unpaſſable , forces them not only to 
' exaCtneſs of. paving. in their Streets ,.. 
I but t5 the expence of {o long Cawlies 


between many of their Towns , and 
) in their High-ways. As indeed moſt 
, National cuſtoms are the efte& of 

ſome unſeen or unobſeryed natural 
' Caules or necellities. | 
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CHAS HI, : 


Of their People and Diſpoſition. | 


TH E People of Holland may n 
* divided into theſe ſeyeral Cl 
ſes: The Clowns or Boors ( as tha 
call them, ) who cultivate the Law 
The Mariners or Schippers , whoſup- 
ply their Ships and Inland-Boat| 
The Merchants or Traders, who fil 
their Towns. The Rentenecrs, or men 
that live in all their chief Cities upon 
the Rents or Intereſt of Eſtates for 
merly acquired in their Famiſ: 
| And the Gentlemen and Office 

of their Armies. | 
" The firſt are a race of peopled- 
Sent, rather than laborious ; dull, and. 
flow of underſtanding , and ſo ne 
dealt with by hatty words, but man 
ged eafily by ſoft and fair; and yi 
ig to plain Reafon, if yon givethen 
time to underſtand it. In the Count! 
and Villages, not too near: the grel 
SY SA own, 
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Towns, they ſeem plain and honeſt, 
F 1nd content with their own ; fo thaz 
it in bounty you give them a ſhilling 


for what is worth but a groat, they 
will take the current price, and pivc 
you the reſt again; if you bid them 


' take it , they know not what you 
+ mean, and ſometimes ask 1f you are a 
| fool. They know no other good, 
# but the ſupply of what Nature re- 


quires, and the common increaſe of 


| Wealth. They feed moſt upon Herbs, 


Roots, and Milks ; and by that means 
l \uppole neither their ſtrength nor 
vioor ſeems anſwerable to the {1ze or 
bulk of their bodies. 

The Mariners are a plain , but much 
rougher people 3 whether from the 
Elemcnt they live in, or from their 
Food, which 1s generally Fiſh and. 
Corn, and heartier than that ofthe 
Boors, They are ſurly and ill-man- 
nerd , which is miſtaken for pride; 
but I believe is learn'd , as all Manners 
are, by the Converſation we uſe. Now 
theirs lying only among one another , 
or with Winds and Waves, which are 

I 6 Le - 
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not mov'd or wrought upon by ay! 
language, or obleryance ; or tohy| 
dealt with, but by pains and by pai.| 
ence: Theſeareall the qualities thy! 
Mariners have learn'd; their valoy! 
is paſſive rather than aCtive ; and they, 
language 1s little more than what isdf 
neceſſary uſe to their buſineſs. 
The Merchants and Trades.men 
both the greater and Mechanick, | 
ving in Towns that are of greatreþ 
fort, both by ſtrangers and paſſengen] 
of their own, are: more /Hercurul} 
( Wit being ſharpned by commerc| 
and converſation of Cities, ) thouph| 
they are not very inventive, which s | 

the gift of warmer heads, yet arethe 
great in imitation, and ſo far, may 
times, as goes beyond the Original, 
Of mighty induſtry, and conſtantap 
plication to. the ends they propole þ 
and purſue. 'Fhey make uſe of then | 
Skill and their wit, and take adyan- | 
tage of other mens ignorance and} 
folly they deal with: are great exad- 
ers where the Law is in their own þ 
bands.. In other points where Fr | 
y 
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| deal with men that underſtand like 
' themſelves, and are under the reach of 
 Fuſtice and Laws, they arethe plainelt 
| and beſt dealers in the world; which 
ſcems not to grow ſo much from a; 
Principle of Conſcience or Morality , 
\ 35 from a Cuſtom or Habit introdu- 
\ ced by the neceſlity of Trade among 
f them, which depends as much upon: 
| common honeſty, as War does upon: 
Diſcipline; and without which, all 
n would braak up , Merchants would 
| turn Pedlars, and Souldiers I hieves. 
| Thoſe Famthies which live upon: 
vb their Patrimonial Eſtates in all the 
oreat Cities , are a people differently 
bred and manner'd from the Traders, 
though like them in the modeſty of 
Garb and Habit, and the Pariimony 
of living. Their Youth are generally 
| bred up at Schools, and at the Uni- 
 veriities of Leyden or Vtrecht, inthe 
common ſtudies of Humane Learn- 
Ng , but chiefly or the Civil Law, 
which 1s that of their Country, atleaſt 
as far as itis ſo in France and Spain, 
( For, as much as I underſtand of: 


L 7 thoſe 
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thoſe Countreys, no Decilions or Df 
crees of the Civil Law , nor Conſtin} | 
tions of the Roman Emperors, law 
the force or current of Law amoy! 
them, as is commonly believed, hat | 
only the force of Reaſons when 4, | 
| Tedged before their Courts of Judics | 
ture, as far as the Authority of maj - 
elteemed wiſe, paſſes for Reaſon: Buf 
the ancient Cuſtoms of thoſe ſever} 
Countrys ,. and the Ordinances df 
their Kings and Princes, conſentedto 
by the Eſtates, or in France verifie| 
by Parliaments , haye only the ſtrength 
and authority of Law among them.) | 
Where theſe Families are rich, ther 
Youths after the courſe of theirſtw. 
dies at home, travel for ſome years,s 
the Sons of our Gentry uſe to do; bit 
their journeys are” chiefly into Enp- | 
landand France, not much into Hah, 
feldomer into Spaiz; nor often into | 
the more Northern Countrys, unlels 
in company or train of their publick - 
Miniſters. "The chief end of their 
Breeding is to make them fit for the 
tervice of their Country in the uy | 
tracy 
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tracy of their Towns, their Provin- 
ces, and their State. 
Wekind of men are the Ciyil Officers of 
WW" this Government generally compo=- 


r 


[tity 


br 
+ 


And of theſe 


v 


[ ſed, being deſcended of Families who 
| have many times been conſtantly 
' in the Magiſtracy of their Native 
' Towns for many years, and ſome for. 
| ſeveral ages. 


Such were moſt or all of the chiet 


| Minilters, and the perſons that com- 
 poled their chicf Counſels, in the time 


of my re{1dence among them, and not 
men of mean or Mechanick Trades, as 
tis commonly received among For- 


reigners, and makes the ſubject of 


Comical Jeits upon their Covern- 
ment. 
Merchants, or Traders in groſs, from 
being often ſeen in the Offices of their 


Ciries , and ſometimes deputed to- 


thetr States; nor ſeveral of their States, 


from turning their Stocks in the ma- 
nagement of ſome very beneficial 


Trades by Servants and Houſes main - 
tained tothat purpoſe, Bnt the gene- 
rality of the States and Magiftrates 


arc 


This does not exclude many 


% 
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arc of another ſort ; their Eſtates cq 
fiſting.in the Penſions of their Publig 
_ Charges, in the Rents of Lands, 
Intereſt of money upon the Carrore; 
or in Actions of the Eaſt-1ndia Conf 
pany, or in Shares upon the Adverf 
tures of great Trading- Merchants. | 
Nor do-theſe Families, habituatelf® 
as it were to the Magiſtracy of ther 0 
Towns and Provinces, uſually arrie r 
to great or exceſſive riches; the Salx- 
ries of publick Employments and In:| 
tereſt being low, but the Revenue of 5 
Lands being yet very much Jower,} 
and ſeldom exceeding the profit of 
two'in the hundred... They content 4 


themſelves with the honour of being | 
uſeful to the Publick, with the eſteem | 
of their Citics or their Country, and 
with the eaſe of their Fortunes ; which 
{eldom fails, by the frugality of their. | 
living, grown univerſal by being (I | 
ſuppoſe ) at firſt neceſſary, but. ſince. 
honourable among, them. | 
The mighty growth and exceſs of 
Riches is ſeen among the Merchants: | 
and . Iraders , whole application lies. 
bettes 
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copeter that way, and who arethe bet- 
bj;aer content to have ſo little ſhare in 
She Government , deſiring only fecu- 
reity in what they poſſeſs ; troubled 
on fvith no cares but thoſe of their For- 
ren une, and the management of their 
- FTrades, and turning therelt oftheir: 
ateſume and thought to the divertiſement 
ed oftheir lives. Yetthefe, when they: 
iyoſ/2ttain great wealth, chule to breed up- 
1,.þ{heir Sons 1n the way , and marry their - 
Tn. þPaughters into the Families of thole: 
off xhers moſt generally credited in their 
r,| Towns, and verſedin their Magiſtra- 
of þ es; and thereby introduce their Fa+ 
milies into the way of Government: 
p | nd Honour, which conliſts not here 
{mn Ines, but in publick Employ- 
] Ncents. — | 
\ | Thenextrankamong them, 1s that 
of their Gentlemen or Nobles, who in 
the Province of Holland ( to which L 
| chiefly confine theſe Obſeryations ) 
| every few, moſtof the Families ha- 
| ving been extinguiſhed in the long 
' Wars with Spaiz. But thoſe that re- 
| Main, are ina manner all employ'd in 


the 


| 
| 
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the Military or Civil Charpes of} 
Province or State. Theſeareingt © 

Cuſtoms, and Manners, and wyg 
: living, agood deal different from 

reſt of the people ; and having be _ 
bred much abroad, rather affeQyy © 
Garb of their Neighbour-Coun| 
than the popular Air of their of 
Country. They value themlchg * 


__— ( 
more upon their Nobility, than me 
| 


do in other Countreys , where'd 
more' common , and . would thif 
themſelyes utterly diſhonouredi} 
the marriage of one that were nota 
theirtank, though it were to makey! 
the broken Fortune ofa Noble Fan 
ly, by the wealth of a Plebean. Thy, 
lirive to imitate the Fexch inther 
Meen, their Clothes, their way l 
Talk, of Eating , of Gallantry, « 
Debauchery ; andare, in my mind, 
fomething worſe than they wouldbr,\ 
by aficting to be better than the 
need ; making ſometimes but ill Co 
pies, whereas they might be good) 
riginals, by refining or impromly 
the Cuſtoms and Virtues props © 
( 


£ 
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heir on Country and Climate, 


'W They arc otherwiſe an honeſt, well- 


| natur'd, friendly , and gentlemanly 
T ſort of men, and acquitthemlſelyes 
7 generally with Honour and Merit, 


"T wherc their Country. employs them. 


the rich Merchants, who returning 


| The Officers of their Armies live 
| after the Cuſtoms and Faſhions of the 
T Gentlemen; and ſo do many Sons of 


O 


'F from travel abroad, have more deſigns. 


upon their own pleaſure, and the ya- 
nity of appearing, than upon the ſer- 
vice of their Country: Or if they 
retend to enter into that, it 1s rather. 
b the Army than the State. Andall 
theſe are generally defirous to fſeea 
Court in their Country , that they 
may value themſelyes at home, by the 
qualities they haye learn'd abroad; and 
make a Figure which agrees better 
with their own humor, and the man- 
ner of Courts, than with the Cuſtoms 
and orders that preyail in more popu- 
ar Governments. 
There are ſome cuſtoms of diſ- 
politions that feem to run generally 
through 
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through all theſe degrees of mengd 
mong them; as great frugality , anlf 
order in their Expences. I heir conf 
mon Riches lie in every man's havin 
more than he ſpends ; or to ſay, 
more properly , in every man's ſpend; 
ing lefs than he has coming in, be thafj, 
what it will, Nor does it enter intof}; 
mens heads among them , that: the, 
common. port or courſe of Expena}; 
ſhould equal the Revenue; and wha 5, 
this happens, they think at lealt thy 
have lived that year-to no purpoſle;} y 
and the train of it diſcredits a man} - 
among them, as much as any vicious] : 
or  prodigal extravagance does in| 
other Countrys. This enables every | 
man to bear their extreme Taxes, and | 
makes them leſs ſenſible than they 
would be in other places: For he that 
lives upon two parts in five of what 
he has coming in, ithe pays two more | 
to the State , he does but part with |} 
what he ſhould havelaid up, and had | 
no preient ule for; whereas he that 
ſpends yearly what he receives, if he. 
pays but the fiftieth part to the Pub- 
blick, 
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Nafplick, it goes from him like that which 


as neceſſary to buy Bread or Clothes 
for himfelf or his Family. 


ny} This makes the beauty and ſtrength 


] of their Towns, the commodiouſneſs 
neFof Trayelling in their -Country by 


their Canals, Bridges, and-Cawleys ; 
the pleaſantneſs of their Walks, and 


ef their Grafts in and near all their Ci- 
ties; And in ſhort, the Beauty , Con- 
venience , and ſometimes Magnifti- 


cence of their Publick Works, to 


j which every man pays as willingly » 
and takes as much pleaſure and vanity 


USE in them , as thoſe in the Countreys 


| doin theſame circumſtances, among 
the Poſſeſlions of their Families, or 


private Inheritance, What they can 


| ſpare, beſides the neceſlary expence 


of their Domeſtique., the Publick 
Payments, and the common courle of 


nll encreaſing their Stock, 1s laid out 
the Fabrick, Adornment, or Fur- 
| Miture of their Hoaſes: Things not fo 
 trantitory or {o prejudicial to Health, 
| and to Buſineſs, as the conſtant 


| Exceſſes and Luxury of Tables ; 


Nor 


J 
% 
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Nor perhaps altogether ſo vain ag y 


extravagant Expences of Clothesg 
Attendance; At leaſt theſe end why 
ina man'sſelf, and the ſatisfaction: 
his perſonal Humour ; Wherea 
other make not only the Riches 
Family, but contribute much town... 
the publick Beauty and Honour d; 
Country. 
The order 1m caſting up their Iy 
| ences, is fo great and general, thaff . 
no man offers at any Undertaking , 
which he is not prepared for, and My , 
{ter of his Deſign before he begins, k 


— =. Tok "ts et <4 MR —_ 
———_ = m _ p_ _— Cn In « P—— s_—C — = —_— = _- « _—_— — = 
4 « vs A et mes on. WW 7 - - _- 
a a Cn. ——_—_— — n rect m_pe———_ J_ w ——— p—n—_—_ pon nm _ —_ 
-_ Mo — — _ —  —— - -  —— — —_— _ —_—— __— CU 
_ DO _—— 4 2 IU wo. Aha — 4—_— ” CR ” _— RR —_— — COON EI QY . 
——_— -— 6 _— Ao —_ > — =. a —_—  --o>—%:—-2 4 4%, Ca 
- * o = % => —_ ——_ 2 _ _— 4." ——_— _- I I Su ce 2 LY —_ = w— . —_ 
- - - x IG Be woe,” <1 a 
— —_— as — _ _ - — — - _ _ Me Pog— i 7 — << WD tn I o—_ 4 _ —— - > Rm << 
-* _— pmg_ —_ — —_ _ — _ _ - 
ah wee 4.4 bf tee rd ee er OC OOO >” "% , 
: : Y N —_ - A 
- >. ” T3 > . . . : k - Ly Cy 4 
” 
. 


'r 
| asI have neither obſerved nor hel} 
of any Building publick or privaz}, | 
' that has not been finiſhed in thetw' | 
| deſigned forit. So are their Canab, 
i Cawſeys , and Bridges; fo wasthar 
I VWay from the Hague to Sheveling,a 
| : 
| work that might have become thedll} 


Romans, conſidering how ſoon it} 


diſpatcht. The Houſcat the 1Jagn| 
built purpoſely for caſting of Car} 
non, was finiſht in one Summit, | 
during the heat of the firſt Engl} 
War, and lookt rather like a deli 

abr | 
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Vanity in their Government , than 
WNecceſlity or Ule. The Stadthouſe of 
= 1mterdam has been left purpoſely to 
time, Without any hmitation in the 
firſt Deſign, exher of that , or of 
SExpence ; both that the Diligence 


and the Genius of ſo many {ucceed- 


1 
| 
f 


# r 
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Sing Magiſtrates, ſhould be em- 
'Þployd in the collection of all things 
W that could be eſteemed proper to en- 
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| creaſe the Beauty or Magnificence of 
| rhat Structure ; And perhaps a little 
to reprieve the experiment of a cur- 
| rent Prediction, that the Trade of 
that City ſhould begin to fall the 
| lame year the Stadchouſe ſhould be 


finiſht, as it didat Antwerp. 
Charity feems to be very National 


| among them, though it be regulated 
' by Orders of the Country, and not 


uſually mov'd by the common Ob- 


jects of Compallion. Bat itis ſeen in 
| the admirable Provifons that are 


made out of it far all ſorts of perſons 


| that can want, orought tobe kept in 
a Government. Among the many 


and yarious Hoſpitals that are in every 
man's 
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man's curioſity and talk that tray 
their Gountry, I was affecedg 
None more than that ofthe agedyy | 
men at Enchuyſen, whichis contrigft © 
ftimſhed, and ordered, as if ity 
done with a kind intention offqa 
well-naturd man , that thoſe w 
had paſt their whole lives in 
-Hardſhips and Incommodities oft 
Sea, ſhould find a Retreat ſinf 
'with all the Eaſes and Convenienf 
that Old-age is capable of feelingaf 
enjoying. And here I met wit 
-only rich man that I ever ſaw inf 
life : For one of theſe old Sea-mef 
entertaining me a good while wilh 
the plain Stories of his fifty yes" 1 
Voyages and Adventures , whikl| , 
was viewing their Hoſpital, and ( 
Church adjoyning; I gave him 
parting a piece of their Coin abouttle 
value of a Crown ; He took it lat 
Ing, & ofter'd it me again, but wheal 
refa('d it, heask'd me what he ſhoullþ 
do with Mony ? for all that ever thy} 
wanted, was provided for them 8 
their Houſe. Left him toovercomets} 


Model 


x * 
' , : 
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I Modeſty as he could; burta Servant co- 
4 ming after me , ſaw him given to alit- 
'F le Gir] that open'd the Church door , 
Þ as ſhe' paſt by him;z Which made 
F merefle& upon the fantaltick calcula- 
F tion of Riches and Poyerty that is cur- 


rent in the world , by which a man 


K that wants a Million; 1s a Prince; He 
iÞ that wants but a Groat, 1s a Beggar; 
Þ and this was a poor man that wanted 
| nothing -at all. 


[n general, All Appetites and Paſ-' 


| ffons ſeem to run lower and cooler 
| here, than in other Countreys where 


nay 
eg 
Po—_—_ 
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| have converſt, Avatice may be excep- 
ted, And yet that ſhould not beſo 
violent, where 1t feeds only upon In- 


duſtry and Parlimony , as where it 


breaks out into Fraud , Rapine, and 
| Oppreſſion. But Quarrels are ſeldom 
| leen among them , unleſs in their 
drink; Revenge rarely heard of, or 
 Jealouſte known. Their Tempers 
| are not atery enough for Joy, or any 
| unuſual ſtrains of pleaſant Humour ; 
nor warm enough for Loye, This is 


.F talkt of ſometimes among the young- 


K cr 
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er men, but as a thing they-ha 
heard of, rather beg hay) Y 
diſcourſe that becomes them, -rathef 
than affefts them. I have know 
ſome among them that perſonat 
Lovers well enough, but none thy 
1 ever thought were at heartin loyg, 
'Nor any of the Women that ſeem 
at all to care whether they were ſo.q 
no. Whether it be that they are ſul 
lovers of their Liberty , as not to bey 
the ſervitude of -a Miſtris, any mor 
than that of a Maſter ; Or that the 
dulneſs of their Air renders them le 
ſuſceptible of-more refined Paſſions; 
Or that they diverted -from-1t by the 
general intention every man has upat 
'his buſineſs what everit is; ( nothing 
being ſo. mortal an Enemy of Loye, 
that ſuffers no'Riyal, as any -bentd 
thought another way. ) oY 
| Theſame Cauſes may haye had the 
ſame Effets among their . marrie 
Women, who have the whole car 
and abſolute management of all ther 
Domeſtique ; And liye with ve 
general good Fame; A certain ſorts 


- 
1 
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M-Chaſtity being hereditary and habi- 
if val among them, as Probity among 
the Men. 


17 


The ſame dulneſs of Air may dif- 
poſe them to that ſtrange aſſiduity 


i 2nd conſtant application -of their 


GI minds, with that perpetual-Study and 
* Labour upon any thing they deſign 
FT 2nd take in hand. This gives them 
Al patience to purſue the quelt of Ri- 
vu ches by ſo long Voyages and Adyen- 
My tures to the /ndies, and by fo long 
"= Patfimony as that of their whole 


Lives. Nay lI have (for a moreparticu- 


By larexample of this Dipoſition among 
FI them ) known one man that employ'd 
wy four and twenty years abont the 


making and perfeting -of a Globe, 
and another above thirty abont the 


{#] inlaying of a Table. Nor does any 


man know how much may have been 


"| contributed towards. the great things 
=| nall-kinds', both publick and pri- 
"| Yate, that have been atchieved among 


ef 
td 


them by this one Humour of never 
ving over what they imagine mizy 
brought to paſs ,. nor leaying ans 
K 2 {cent 
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ſcent to follow another they meg 
with; Which 1s the property of thef 
lighter and more ingenious Nations, 
And the Humour. of a Governmienf 
being uſually the fame with - that'df 
the Perſons that compole it, not onh| 
in this, but in all other points; foal 
where men that govern, are Wil, 
Good , Steady and Juſt , the Gof 
vernment will appear ſo too ; adj 
the contrary where they are otherþ 
wile; - is 8 
The ſame Qualities in their Ar} 
may encline them to the Entertaw| 
ments and Cuſtoms of: Drinking 
which are ſo :much laid to thaj 
charge, & for ought I know, mayath, 
only beneceſlary to their Health {sþ 
they generally belieye it , ) but to th 
vigour and improyement .of tht 
Underſtandings:, 'in the midſt att 
thick foggy Air, and fo muchcolt} 
neſs of 'T'emper; and Complex 
For though the uſe or exceſs of drivh 
ing may deſtroy men's Abilities Wf 
live-in better Climates, and are'0þ 
warmer Conſtitutions ; Vine | 


( ——_ . 
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| Brains, being like Oyl to Fire, and 
| making the Spirits by too. much light- 
| neſs, evaporateinto fmoak, and per- 
| fe atery imaginations; Or by too 
* much heat, rage into Frenzy, orat 
| leaſt into Humours and T houghts 
| that have a-great mixture: of 1t;- Yet 
| onthe other {ide ; it may improve 
| men's Parts and Abilities of cold 
| Complexions, and in dull Air; and 
may be neceſſary to thaw and move 
'F the frozen or unactive Spirits of the 
| Brain ; to rowſe {leepy Thoughts , 
| and refine groſſer Imaginations, and 
 perhaps-to animate the Spirits of the 
| Heart, as well asenltven thoſe oi the 
+ Brain : Therefore the old Germans 
| ſeem'd to have ſome reaſon in their 
| Cultom, not to execute any great Re- 
| ſolutions which had not - been twice 
| debated, and agreed at two {eyeral Af- 
| ſemblies, oneinan Afternoon, and 
tt otherin a morning; Becauſe they 
| thought their Counſels might want 
| Vigour when they were ſober ,. as 
| well as Caution - when. they . had 
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Yetin Holland I haye obſerredye - 
ry few of their chief Officers orMþ 
Miniſters of State victous in _ tix hl 
Or if they drunk. much | 
at ſet-Feaſts, and rather »4 


nation. And for the Merchantsal} 
Fraders, with whomit is cuſtomay, | 
they neyer. do it in-a morning, ne} 
ei} they. come from: the Exchange, | 
where the buſineſs of. the day is cod ; 
monly difpatcht;- Nay, it hardly ef 
ters into their. heads, that 'tis law} 
to drink at all beforethat time ; ;:by 
they will excuſe it if you cometo ther | 
Houſe, andtell you how ſorry thy} 
are you come in a morning, wha 
they cannot offer you to drink; at} 
at that time of day it were not onh} 
unlawful. for them to drink thay 
ſelves, but ſo muchas for al | 
to do it within their Walls. - | 

The Afternoon, or at leaſt, heb ; 
yening , is given to whateyer they Wl | 
will divert them ; And is no moreW| 
needs , conſidering how they ſhip | 
he. reſt of the day in Thought, # 
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themſelves, than of choice or tal 


Ft ChIV. and Diſpoſtions: 207 
CE in Cares;.in Toils, or in Buſineſs.. 
Sf For Nature cannot hold out with con-- 
tf fant labour of Body, and as little. 
| with conſtant bent: or application of 
RE mind: Much motion of the ſame parts 

Þ of the Brain either wearies and walts- 

if them too faſt for repair , orelle( as 
|| it were) fires the wheels, and ſo ends 
| either in general decays of the Body, 
14 or diſtractions - of the Mind. ( For: 
theſe are uſually occalton'd by perpe- 
bF tual motions of Thought about ſome 
k one Object; whether it be about ones 
b ſclfinexceſfes of Pride, or aboutano- 
ff therin thoſe 'of Loye, or of Grief. ) 
Therefore. none are ſo exculableas- 
men of much careand thought, or of 
great buſineſs , for giving up their 
times of leiſure to any pleaſures or di- 
verſions that offend no Laws, nor hurt 
others or themſelyes: And this ſeems 
the reaſon that in all Civil Conſtitu- 
'f tons, not only Honours, but Riches 
IF are annexed to the Charges of thoſe 
I} Who poyern , and upon whom the 
I; Publick cares are meant to be devol- 
', ved; Not only that they may not 
| K .4. be. 
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be diſtraGied from theſe by the careag 
their own domeſtique or private lyyh 
reſt ; but that by. the help of Eſte f ; 
and of Riches, they may have thif 
Plcaſures and Diverſions in. thaf 
reach , which 1dlemen neither nay 
nor deſerve, but which are necelly 
for the refreſhment or repair of Spin 
exhauſted with Care and with Tal} 
and which ſerve to (weeten and'pe;| 
ſerve thole Lives that would othes | 
wile wear out too faſt, or grow tw} 
-uncalie in 'the Service of the Public | 
 Thetwo GaraCtersthat are leſthy | 
che old Roman W riters,ofthe ancies | 
Lueruntur( Fa- Batavior H ollanaett, | 
vit Valentis) Le- are , That they ww 
giones orvari ſe oth the braveſt x} 
fortiſſanorumai- OO oo A 
rorum auzxilio, mong the GermanNe | 
weteres ilivs eptot. tions: es and: the mol | 
bellorum auifores gbſtinate lovers. \ 
on abrumpendos qeferiders of their bb 
ut corpor: walti- OY ; | 
difſimos arts. berty 3 Which make 
Tacit. Hiſt, _ them exempted frow 
all Tribute by the Romans, Www | 
defir'd only; Soldiers of - their!:NF | 
tign. to makeup ſome of their is F 
rr ary | 
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liary-Bands , as they did in former 
| Ages ofthole Nations: Onninm ha- 
| in /raly that were their rum gentium vir- 
Friends and: Allies. 
| The laſt Diſpoſition ,,, 11 146. 
| ſeems to have contl- [am Rheni amnis 
j nued conltant }. and colunt. Tacit. de. 


| National among, them Mor.Ger. 
ever lince that time, and never to have 
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tute preciput Ba- 
tavs non. mult 


more appeared than in the Riſe and 


| Conſtitutions of their preſent State. 
| It does not ſeemto beſo of the Firit, 


or that the people:in general can-be 


' faidnow to be Valiant, a quality of 
/ old ſo National -aamong*them .. and 


which by the leveral Wars of .the 


Counts of Holland ( eſpecially with 
; the Frizons, ) and by the deſperate 
* Defences made againlt the. Spaniards 


\ 


| by this people in the beginnings of 
their State,, ſhould ſeem to have laſt- 


long , andto baye but lately de- 
cayed; Thatis, firice the whole ap- 


| plication of their Natives has been 
| turn'd ro Commerceand Trade, and 
| the vein of their Domeltique lives fo 
' much to. Parlimony (' by Circuow- 


R 5 ſtances: 
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ſtances-which: will be the Subje& 
another Chapter ) and fince the wa 
of all their Forces, and body ofdyþ 
Army has been compoſed and coy 
nually ſupplied out of their Nag 
bour-Nations, | 
For. Soldiers and Merchants;g 
not found by experience to- be ay ET 
incompatible in their abode, thankd 
Diſpoſitions and Cuſtoms feem tobd 
different-that render- a people fithþ 
Trade and for- War. The. Sole 
thinks ofa ſhort life-and a men} 
"The Trader reckons upon a long wlf 
apainfal. ()ne- intends to makeh} 
Fortune ſuddenly by his Courag} 
by V.ictory, and Spoil: The $6 
flower, but ſurer, by Craft, by Tremj 
and by Induſtry. This makes thehb f. 
frankandpenerous, . and-throwam| 
upen his Pleaſures what has been} 
teninone Danger, and.may. eithai 
loſt or repairedin the next. Theous} 
wary and frugal*, and loath to: 


o o = | T | 
with.in. a day 3 what- he has d,- 4 T | 


bouring fora year,.and hasno bop 
tarecover, but by theſam 


"A . 
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bs Diligenceand Time. One aims only 
We co preferve what he has, as the frui 
by ofhis Father's pains; or what he ſhall 
Sf pet, as the fruit of his own: Thother 
t& thinks the price of a little Blood is 
"| more than ofa great deal of Sweat, 
# andmeans to live upon other men's 
& Labours, and poſſeſs in an hour what 
W they have been years in acquiring: 
* This makes one love tolive under 
as ſtanch Orders and Laws; While th'o+ 
f& ther would haye all depend upon Ar- 
ff bitrary Power and Will. The Trader- 
If reckons upon growing Richer , and 
| by hisaccount Wer the longer he. 
ff lives; which makes him careful ofhis 
* Healthandhis Life, and ſo apt to be 
mw} orderly and temperate in- his Diet; 
i While . the Soldier is thoughtlefs-or- 
poo "of both; and haying not 
b his Meat ready at hours, .or he 
| has amind to it, .cats-full andgree» 
BY dily whenever - he: gets: it ;- And 
By - perhaps difference of Diet may make 
by yur difference in'-men's naturaF 
| Courage, than is commonly thought- 
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For Courage may proceed info. 
meaſure fromthe temper of Air ,:ml 
be form'd by Diſcipline, and acqiih '\ 
by Uſe, or infus'd by Opinion: IyF,1 
that which is more natural,” and} {, 
more National in ſome Countrggh .,; 

than in others, ſeems to proceed fron þ *j 
the heat or {trength of Spirits abayf þ 
the -Heart , which maya great dal} 1: 
depend upon the meaſureand theſal-þ 
ftance ot -the food 'men are'uſed | 
This made a great Phyſician amowf : 
us ſay. ,.. He would make any man 
Coward with {1x weeks dietting : al þ 
alſo Prince Hauriceof OrangecallinÞ 
the Erngiiſh that were newly cotte 

over; .and had ( as hefaid ) theirom | 

Beet in their Bellies, for any bold} 
deſperate Action. This may be or} 
reaſon why the Gentry in- all.plvs 
of the world ate brayer thantheÞt | 
faritry.;i:whoſe: hearts are: depreſſ 
not-only by: Slavery , but by ſu 
and heartleſs Food, the effeR of thei 
Poverty. This is a cauſe why 
Yeomianry.and Commonal:yof Bif þ 
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fand axe generally braver than} 
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Wother Countreys, becauſe by the 
Plenty and Confiitutions of the 
kingdom, they are jo much eaſter in 
LE their Rents 2hd their Taxes; and fare 
dſo much better and fuller than thoſe 
of their rank in any other Nation: 
Their chief, & indeed conſtant food), 
being offleſh; And among all Crea- 
' tures, both Birds and-Beafts, we 
| ſhall ſtill find thoſe that feed upon 
lcſh, to be rhe fierce and the bold ; 
nd on the contrary, the fearful and 
fainthearted to feed upon Grafs, . and 
vpon Plants. I think-there can bepre= 
| tended but two Exceptions to this 
| Rule, which are the Horſe, and the 
| Cock; whereas the Courage of the 
| iſt 18 notedno wi: re but in England, 
and there-only in certain Races: And 
| for the other, all the Courage we 
commend in them, 1s the want of 
fear; and they are obſerved to grow 
| much fiercer , whenever by cuſtom 
| or neceſtity they have been uſed to 
ticſh. RO 
| Fromallthis may beinferr'd, That 
not only the long diſuſe of Arms a- 
|  / mong. 
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mong the Native Hollanders ( ej "| 
ally at Land,) and making uſe off 
ther Nations chiefly in their Mi to 
But the Arts of Tradeas well as Þ 
and their great Parſimony in Diet, 
eating fo very little fleſh ( which 
common people ſeldom do abort 
Once a week ) may have helpttod F 
baſe much the ancient Vatour of thi 
Nation, at leaſt in the occaſions of Sel 
vice at Land. Their Sea-men all 
much better; but not ſo good as tha} 
of Zealand, who are generally braw;| 
Which I- ſuppoſe comes dy theſels | 
ving upon all occaſions turn'd bf 
much moreto Priyateering, and Mal 
of War; and thoſe of Holland bein 
generally employ'd in Trading p 
Merchant-Ships 3 While their Me 
of Warare mann'd by Mariners of 
Nations, who are very numerous: 
 mong them, but eſpecially thoſe & 
the Eaftland Coaſts of Germ, W; 
SHedss,. Danes, and No rwepians. || 
'Tis odd, that Veins of Courageſ 
ſhould ſeem to run like Veins - of | 
good Earth: ina Countrey-,. and yet| | 
no 
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Hf not- only thoſe of the: Province. of 
ol Hainan 2mong. the Span , and-of. 
a) Gelderlandamong the UnitedProvine 
of ces, are eſteemed better Soldiers than-- 
al the reſt ; But the Burgers of Yalen<, 
bl cemnesamon o the Towns of Flanders, 
MW and. of NNimmeguen -among thoſe of + 
| the lower Gelder , .are obſerved to be-. 
| particularly brave. But there: maybe - 
firmneſs and conſtancy of Courape - 
from Tradition , as well as of Belief: 
Nor methinks ſhould any.man know-: 
| how to bea Coward, that isbrought- 
| up.-with the opinion, that all offs 
| Nation or City have ever been: 
| Valiant. 
| TIcan ſaynothing of whit is uſually. 
| laidto their charge-about their being - 
Cruel, beſides what we haye ſo oken 
heard, of. their barbarous uſage to-. 
ſome of our men in the Eaſt- Trdies; 
and what we have ſo lately ſeen of: 
their favage.murther of their Penſio- 
nr ae Wit ;:A- Perſon that delery'd 
another Fate, and a better return from - 
his Countrey after Eighteen years- 
Ipent in their- Miniſtry , without any: 
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care of his Entertainments or-Egbt 
and little of his Fortune. | A-magy 
unwearied. Induſtry ,. inflexible a 
Rancy,, ſound, clear., and deep undy 
ſtanding , with unfeigned Inteprigjf 
ſo that whenever he was blinded, ;þ; 
was by the paſſion he had for thy} 
awhich he eltcemed the good. anflyþ 
tereſt of his .State. "This teltimonyg ] 
jultly due to him from all that prafbÞ} 
ſed him-; and is the more willinghf 
paid, ſince there can be as little intsÞ 
xelt toflatter, as honour to repro, 
the dead.. 'But this action of-thef 
people may be attributed to them 
fortune of their Countrey ; and wh} 
unlike the appearance of their-Ct | ta 
ſtoms and Diipoſitions , living 81} 
aw them, under the Orders andiLant þ 
of a quiet and {etled State, and.ont Þ 
mult confels Mankind to be a yay 
various Creature , and none tot} 
'known that has not been in his raggy 
as well as his Drink. - wal 
They are generally not ſo longlivs 

as in better Airs; and begin to ded | 
early, bothmen and women, eſpecialf | 
| a | 


i9 
is 
: 
| 
! 
| 
| 
| 
{ 
in} 
| 32 


Ch.lV. and Diſpoſttions. 217 
bc Amſterdam ; For at the Hagus 
BE ( which 15 their beſt Air ) I have 
Mknown two conliderable men agood 
#Þ deal above ſeventy , and one of them 
I in very good ſenſe & health: But this 
tf isnot fo uſual as itisin England and 
Uf in Spain. The Diſeaſes of the Glimate 
bf ſeem to be chiefly the Gout-and the 
df Scurvy ; butall hot and dry Summers 
FE bring ſome that are infectious among 
If them, eſpecially into Amfterdamand 
| Leyden; Theſe are uſually Fevers 
I thatlye moſt in the head, and either 
| kill ſaddenly, or languiſh long before 
| they recover. Plagues arc not ſo fre- 
quent , at leaſt notin a degree to be 
| taken notice of; for all ſuppreſs the 
Þralk of them as much as they can, 
and no diſtintion 1s. made in the Re- 
 piſter of the dead, nor much 1n the 
| care and attendance of the ſick : Whe- 
ther from a belief of Predeſtination, 
| orelfe a preference of Trade, which 
 15the life of the Countrey, before that 
| of particular men. 

| Strangers among. them are apt to 
| complain of the Spleen , but thoſe of 
| © 
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the Countrey ſeldom or never: wil 
I take to proceed from their beiy 
yer buſie, orcalily ſatisfied. Foy 
feems to be the Diſeaſe of peoptyjh 
are idle, or think- themſelves by 
entertain'd; andattribute every 
dull Humour, or Imagination;, 
formal Diſeaſe, which they have foul 
this Name for ; Whereas ſuch Fing 
incident to all: menat one time ati 
ther from the fumes of: Indipelliy 
from the common alterations of la 
inſenfibledegreesinHealth & Vigulh 
orfrom-ſamechanges, orapproal 
of- change in Winds and Weathal 
which affeR- the finer Spirit 
the Brain , before they grow ſabl 
ble to-.other parts; And. are gh ar 
to alter the: ha es or- coloandm 
whatever is opithme to us by'aq x 
= Ini n 
| el 

* Ub; tempeſias & cali mobilu htmoy ,. \! | b 
Matavere vias , Or Fupiter hnmidns Aunſtru, | | .. 
Denſat:, erant que rara modo , & que denſe rally P 
Vertuntsr ſpecies auimorum , O- pectora metals \'} p 
N; nc alios . alzos aum nnubila ventns azebat ». il c 
Concipiznt. hinc ille avium concentus in apr 


Et late pecudes , Grovantes guitnre corvie | b 
Virg. Georg. | 
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Mm: 7INations whilſt we are fo affe- 
ted. Yet this EffeR is not ſo ſtrong, . 
Wbur that buſineſs , or intention of 
Whought, com_ either reſiſts or- 
Weiverts it ; And thoſe whounderſtand 
Mhec motions of it , letit paſs, and re-- 
geurn to themſelyes, But-ſuch asare- 
Widle , or know not from whence ttieſe 
Wchanges ariſe, and trouble their heads- 
With Notions or Schemes of general: 
Happineſs or Unhappinelſs in life;. u- 
Wpon every ſuch fit begin reflecions- 
on the condition of their Bodies, their- 
Wy Souls, or their Fortunes ;. And (as all: 
k things are then repreſented in the. 
w worlt colours) they fall into melan- 
# choly apprehenſions of one or other, 
$ and ſometimes of them all ; Theſe: 
gf make deep impreſſion in their minds, . 
If and are not eaſily worn out by the. 
| natural returns of good Humour , 
| eſpecially if they are often interrupted: 
| by the contrary; As happens in ſome - 
particular Conſtitutions ,. and more 
| generally in uncertain Climates, efpe-- 
cially if improyed by accidents of ill 
| kealth, or ill fortune. But this isa 
| Diſeaſe. 
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Diſeafe too refin'd for this Cay [. 
trey and People , who are weliNo 
when they- are. not. 1ll:;-and plea , re 
when they are not. Hs. a £- 
content ,, becauſe rhey think lng 
of it ; and ſeek their happinels. 
the common Eales and Commy 
dities of Life., | or the encreaſea 
Riches ; Not amuſing themleh 
with the more ſpeculative contrivaf 
ces of Paſtion, or eliceneniel il 
Pleaſure. | 
=» contlude this Chapter : Hil 
land" is a Gountrey where the Ear 
is better than - the; Air ;. and Probl 
« more in.” requelt than Honour] 
Where there-is more Senſe tha 
Wit ; More good Nature thu 
good Humopr ; And more Welt 
than Pleaſure ; Where a man: woulll 
chuſe rather to travel , _ than 
live ; Shall find more ' things wh 
obſerve than defire ; And mot 
perſons to eſteem than to love] 
Burt the ſame Qualities. and diſpolt 
tions do not value a. private that 
and, a State. make a Converfatial 
TW. agreeable, 
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| greeable , anda Government great.z 
Wor is it unlikely that ſome very 
Great King might make but a yery 
aocdinary private Gentleman ; and 
Wome very extraotdinary Gentleman, 
Sight be capable of making buc a 
wvery mean Prince. _ 
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CHAP. V. 
«Of their RELIGION. » 
Jentend not here to ſpeak of R ks 


on at all as a Divine, but asa my 
Secular man, when I-obſerve theaff 
:cafions that ſeem to have eſtabliſh! 
:3n the Forms, or with the Libenil8* 
:wherewith it is :now attended in (4&8 
{United-Provinces. I believe theRe1 0! 
formed Religion was introdugl| 
there, aswellas in Expland, &th wi 
-many other Countreys where it ispwſ 
Feſs'd, by the operation of Divinewl ic 
and Providence; And by the ſame, i| # 
believe the Roman Catholickh wascar|® 
tinuedin France: Where it ſeemedhy| * 
*the conſpiring of ſo many Accidew| © 
in the beginnings of Charles |" 
Ninth's Reign, to be ſo near achang|® 
And whoever doubts this, ſeems} £' 
-queſtion not only the Will, bur tie © 
-power of God. Nor will it at all&| C 
rogate from the Honour ofa Ret} U 


£10 


: : = = 
*. Tr IE 2 v3 
> ST . - g 
D ue WP . 
þ 9w " __ 4 OE 8 
- " ES n 4 4 wy W 4 * © "0 
. I o 2 # 2 Y ” Pl _ S 
L big LY "Ink OY 


Joion , to have been planted in a Coun- 
by Secular means, or Civil Re- 
Jrolutions , which have, long ſince, 
Yſucceeded to thoſe Miraculous © 
ations that made way .for Chriſtia- 
Faity in the world. *Tis- enough that 
I God almighty infuſes belief- into the 
Y hearts of men, or elſe ordains it to 
Jerow out of Religious Enquiries and 
3 loſtructions.; And that whereever the 
A pcnerality of a Nation-come by theſe 
means to be ofa belief, it is by the 
<< force of this concurrence introduced 
g{ ntothe Government, and becomes 
| the eſtabliſht Religion of that Coun- 
pf ey. SO was the Reformed Profeſ- 
af llon introduced into England, Scot- 
10 (and, Sueden, Denmark, Holland, and 
many parts of Germany. So wasthe 
| Roman-Catholich reltor'd in France 
and Flanders; where notwithitand- 
ng the great Concuſlions that were 
made in the Government by the. Hy- 
gonots and the Gueuſes , yet they were 
icyer eſteemed in either of thoſe 
' Countreys to amount further than 
ne Seventh or Eighth part of the 


people, 
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people. And whoſoever deſipr Fl vr 
changeof Religion in a Countreyy1h 


Govermment ,, by any other 'mahll y! 
than-that of- a general converſianlll .; 
the people, or the greateſt pail 
them, deſigns all the Miſchiefs:wyl & 
Nation that uſe to uſher in or attgy 
the two greateſt Diſtempers of a St nc 
Civil War', or Tyranny ;  WkWth 
are, Violence, Oppreſiion ,- Crudly !e! 
Rapine , Intemperance , ' Injuſtiy 
and in ſhort, the miſerable Effly 
of Human Blood, and the Conhifl 
of all Laws , Orders , and Vit 
among men. ' 4. '- - - 
Such Conſequences as thele yi 
doubt are ſomething more that 
diſputed Opinions of any man, oray he 
particular Aſſembly of men cank 0 
worth ; Since the great and gent 
End of all Religion, next to ma| 
happineſs hereafter , is their bappind 
here; Asappears by the Comman& 
ments of God, being the beſtand! 
greateſt Moral and Civil, as wells 
Divine Precepts, that have been give 
to a Nation ; And by the Reward 
pro 


." 
- H 
ba 

XI, 
% 
4 


: A 
> { 
wo 

"y, 


af 


Wy ory. 


F 
. 
ware | 


Ch. V. Of their Religion. 225 | 


propoſed to the Piety of the Fews 


throughout the Old Teſtament , 
which were the Bleſlings of this life, 
z Health, length of Age, number 
of Children, Plenty, Peace, or Vi- 


Now the way to our future happi- 


neſs , has been perpetually diſputed 
throughout the World, and mult be - 


left at laſt to the Impreſſions made . 


kl upon every man's Belief and Con- 
bi ſcience , either by natural or ſuper- 
WI natural Arguments and Means; which 
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Impreiſions men may diſguiſe or diſ- 
ſemble , but no man can reſiſt. For 
belief 15 no morein a man's power , 


than his Stature or his Feature; And 


he that tells me, I muſt change my 


x1 Opinton for his, becauſe'tis the truer 
[| andthe better, without other Argu- 
ments, that haye to me the force of 
conviction, may as well tell me, 1 


muſt change my gray eyes for others 
ke his that are black, becauſe theſe 


yJ are lovelier, or morein eſteem. He 
ythat tells me, I muſt inform my ſelf: 
nas reaſon, if I do it not: But it 1 
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endeayour it all that I can, and perl 
more than he ever did, and perl 
differ from him ; and he , th 
may beis 1dle, will have me ſtudyi 
and inform my ſelf better, and { 
the end of my life ; Then I & 
underſtand what he means ok 
forming , which 1s in ſhort, th 
muſt do ittill I come to be of his 
con J 
If he that, perhaps purſues his? (| 
ſures or Intereſts as much orr = 
than Ido; and allows me to hav 
good ſenſe as he hasinall othera ah þ 
ters ; tells me I ſhould be of his of 
nion, but that Paſſion or Intl 
blinds me; unleſs he can convinces 
how , or where this lies , be is bn 
where he was , only pretends to knw 
me better than T do my ſelf, whoa 
not imagine why I ould not haves 
much care of my foul, as he has oo 
A man that tells me my optni 
are abſurd or ridiculous , in Ned 
or unreaſonable, becauſe they al 
from his , ſeems to intend a Qualif 


inſtead of a Diſpute; ; and calls 


—. Ry 
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fool or mad man with a little more 
circumſtance ; though perhaps I pals 
for one as well-in my ſenſes as he, as 
pertinent 1n talk, and as prudent 1n 
life: yet theſe are the common Civi- 
ities, in Religious Argument , of 
ſufficient and conceited men , who 
talk much of Right Reaſon, and mean 
always their own; and make their 
F private imagination the meaſure of 
by pencral Truth. Butſuch language de- 
Wl termins all between us, and the Diſ- 
pute comes to end in three words at 
aſt, which it might as well have end- 
edin at firſt, That heisin the right, 
and I am in the wrong. 
The other great End of Relipion , 
which is our happineſs here, has been 
penerally agreed on by all Mankind , 
aa 6 So the Re- Fiunt diverſe reſ- 
cords of all their publice ex crvium 
Laws, as well as all moribus qui quo- 
their Religions , ©#7q%e fiuxerint, 
W which come to bee- 777 wav dt 
| Rablifhr by piunt.Pliat.de Rep. 
_F currence of mens Cuſtoms and Opi- 
nons ; though in the latter, that con- 
L-2 currence 
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currence may haye been produced] 
Divine Impreſſions or Inſpiratiay 
For all agree in teaching and cog 
manding , in planting and improving 
not only thoſe Moral Virtutes, whih 
conduce to the felicity and tranquil 
lity of every private man's lite; bag 
allo thoſe Manners and Diſpoſiting 
that tend to the Peace, Order, an 
Safety of all Ciyil Societies and Gy 
vernments among men. Nor could 
ever underſtand, how thoſe. who,g 
themſelves, and the world po 
calls Religious Hen, come.to put 
great weight upon thoſe points 
Belief which men never have agrwt 
in, andſolittle upon thoſe of Ving 
& Morality, -in which they have hagk 
ly 'eyer diſagreed. Nor why a. Su 
ſhould venture the ſubyerſionsd 
their Peace, and their Order, whit 
are certain Goods, and ſo univerlaf | 
eſteemed for the propagation ofa 
certain or conteſted Opinions. - +. 
One of the great Cauſes of the 
Reyolr in the -Low-Conntreys, app 
red to be, /The Oppreſſion on "18 
— on" _ 


Wo. OH | 


wa So 
Ef 


\ 


= NGO pun py ga 


_ 
————c 


CELL LEI SRL NEEDLE mr TT ol Rs =  T., _ 


I Ch.V. Of their Religion. 229 


Conlciences, or Perſecution 1n their 

UI Liberties, their Eſtates , and: their 
bY Lives, upon pretence of Religion; 
KI Andthisat a time, when there ſeemed 
Uf to be a conſpiring diſpoſition in molt 
bf Countreys of Chriſtendom, to ſeck 
Wag the reformation of ſome abuſes , 
80 zrown in the Doctrine and Diſciplitte 
WE ofthe Church, either by the Ruſt 
| oftime, by Negligence, or by Human 
Inventions, Paſſions and Intereſts, 
The rigid oppolition given at Rome 

to this general Humour, wasfollowed 

by a defection of- mighty numbers m 

all thofe ſeveral Eountreys , who pro- 
fefſed to reform themlelves accord- 
Ing to ſuch Rules as they thought 
were necellary for the reformation of 
the Church. Theſe perſons , though 
they agreed in the main of diſowning 

the Papal Power, andreducing Belic 

| from the authority of Tradition to 
that of the Scripture ; Yet they differ'd 
much among themſelves in other cir- 

| cumſtances, eſpecially of Diſcipline, 
| according to the Perſwaſions and 
Impreſſions of the Leading-DoGors 

L 3. in. 
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in their ſeyeral Countreys. Sol 
Reformed of France became uni 
fally Caluinifts; But for thole of 
»any , though they were genetalj 
Lutherans, yetthere was a great mi 
ture both of Calviniſts and Anakip 
4ſt among them. gn 

The firit Perſecutions of theſe 
formed, aroſe in Germanyin thetith 
of Charles the Fifth, and drove pri 
numbers of them down into the 
venteen Provinces , eſpecially Hold 
and Brabant , where the Priviledys 
of the Cities were greater,and the Et 
peror's Government was leſs fever; 
as among the Subje&ts of his oh 
Native Countreys. This was thee 
calion that in the year 1566. when't 
pon the firſt InſurreQion in Flanan 
thoſe ofthe Reformed Profeflion bv | 
gan to form Conliſtories, and 
Cofitributions among themſelvesjl } 
fupport of their Common Cauſeſk 
was relolved upon confſultatiof' 
' mongthe Heads ofthem , that for 
elining all differences among the | 
{elyes, atatime of common mt . 


t 
j 
| 
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&f che publick Profeſſion of their Party 


8 ſhould be that of the Lutherans , 


«I though with liberty and indulgence 
þf to thole of different Opinions. By 
the Union of Utrecht concluded m 
1579. each of the, Provinces was left 
to order the matter of Religion as 
they thought fit, and moſt — 
to the welfare of their Province ; wit 
this proviſion, that every man ſhould 
remain free in his Religion, and none 
be examined or entrapped for that 
cauſe, according. to the Pacification 
at Gant. But in the year 1583. it was 
enacted by general agreement, that 
the Lragpny Religion ſhould be 
only profeſſed: in all the Seven Pro- 
vinces : which came thereby to be the 
cſtabliſht Religion of this State. 
' The Reaſons which ſeemed to in- 
duce them to this ſettlement, were 
many, and of weight. As firſt, becauſe - 
by the Perſecutionsarrived in France, 
( where all the Reformed were Cal-. 
viniſts ) multitudes of people had ret 
red out of that Kingdom into the 
Low-countreys; And by the great 
L 4 com- 
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commerce and continual intercolifl y: 
with England , where the Refonl P« 
tion agreed much with the Calo 
in point of DoQtrine , though miþ 
with the Lutherans in point ofDS 
pline, thole Opinions came toy 
credited and propagated more thi 
any other among the people of thy 
Provinces, fo as the numbers w 
grown to be greater far in the Ciy 
of 'this than of any other Profeſha 
Secondly, the Succours and Suppl 
both of Men and Money, by wt 
the weak beginnings of this Eo 
mon-wealth were preſerved and for 
tified, came chiefly from E-glam, 
from the Proteſtants of Fr ance, (wii 
their affairs were ſucceſsful ,) and from | 
the Calviniſt Princes of Germany,wd 
lay neareſt, & were readieſt to reliew | 
them. In the next place, becauk | 
thoſe of this Profeſhon ſeem'd tt } 
moſt contrary and violent againſt 
Spaniards, who made themſchve 
Heads of the Roman - Carholith | 
throughout Chriſtendom, Andithe } 
hatred of Spain and their Dominions, | 
: we | 
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Wi was ſo rooted in the Hearts of this 
People, that it had influence upon 
WI them in the very choice of their Rel1- 
I gion. And laſtly, becauſe by this 
BI Profeſlion, all Rights & Juriſdiction 
II of the Clergy or Hierarchy being 
df ſuppreſſed , there was no Ecclelia- 
8 tical Authority left to riſe up and 
if trouble or fetter the Civil Power ; 
SI And all the Goods and Poſleſſions of 
Churches and Abbies were ſeized 
wholly into the hands of the State , 
| which made a great encreaſe of the 
publick Revenue, a thing the molt 
neceſſary for the ſupport of their Go« 
vVernment. | 
There might perhaps be added one 
| Reaſon more, which was particular to 
one of the Provinces : for whereas © 
 inmoſt, ifnot all other parts of Chri- 
| ſendom, the Clergy compoſed one 
| ofthethree Eſtates of the Gountrey, - 
and thereby ſhar'd with- the Nobles 
and Commons in their Influences 
| upon the. Government ;; that Order 
| never made any paxt ofthe Eſtates in 
| Holland, nor had any Votein their 
b: L 5 Aftem-- 
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Aſſembly , which conſiſted. oulyis 
the Nobles and the Cities, and 
Province bearing always the grea 
{way in the Counſels of the Uni 
was molt enclined to the ſettleniþ 
of that Profeſſion , which gave le 
pretence of Power or Juriſdighy 
to the Clergy, and fo agreed nyl 
with their own ancient Conſtay 
- tions. —© io 

Since this Eſtabliſhment , as w 
as before , the' great care of this Sy 
has ever been , to fayour no partiq 
lar or curious Inquiltion into 
_ Faith or Relipiqus Principles obay 
peaceable man , who came to live 
der the protection of their I.aws, | 
ſufferno Violence or Oppreſſion up 
any Mans Confcience , whoſe Op 
nions brokenot out into Expretfng 
or Aftions of Hl conſequence tot 
State. A free Form of Govern 
either making way for more freed 
in Religion , or elſe haying no 
contended fo far themſelyes for'Iþ 
|berty m this point , they thought 
the: more ainreaſonable for themw 
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oppreſs others. Perhaps while they 
wi were fo threatned and endanger'd by 
| Forreign Armies, they thought it the 
more neceſſary to provide againſt 
Diſcontents within , which can never 
be dangerous where they are not 
orounded or fathered upon Oppreſ- 
ſion in point either of Religion or Li- 
berty. Byt in thoſe two Caſes the 
Flame often proves moſt yiolent in a 
State, the more 'tis ſhut up, or the 
longer concealed. 
The Roman- Catholick Religion 
was alone excepted from the common 
protection of their Laws , ' maki 
Men ( as the States belieyed ) wore 
Subjects thart the reſt, by the ac- 
knowledgment of a forrcign and ſu- 
perior Juriſdiction ; for ſo muſt all 
Spiritual Power needs be, as grounded 
upon greater Hopes and Fears than 
any Civil, at leaſt where-ever the per- 
ſvaſtons from Faith are as ftrong as 
thaſe from Senſe , of which there 
are ſo many Teſtimonies recorded by 
the Martyrdoms, Penances, or Cons 
ſcicntions Reſtraints and Severities , 
RS | ſuffered 
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ſuffered by-infinite Perſons 1n allf 
of Religion. _ þ 
Beſides, this Profeſſion ſeetj 

Rilla retainer of the Spaniſh Goyg 
ment, which was then the great} 
tron of it in the world : yer {gl 


® 
; 
q 
7 
& 


was the care of this State to give , 
men eaſe in this. point, who alt 
more than to ſerye God, and ſavetlgh .. 
own ſouls, in their own way Wh ( 
forms; that what was not provid | 
for by. the Conſtitutions. of thath {; 


Government, wasſo, inaveryprath ; 


{7 


degree , by the connivance of tht f| | 
Officers, who upon certain conlta 


t 
Payments from every Family , 1 fl | 
the exerciſe of the Roman-CarhoR| c 
Religion in their ſeveral Juriſdictions | | 
as freeandeaſie, though not ſocheq | t 
and ſo avowed asthe ah This Ifop- | | 
poſe has been the reaſon, that thoupl | 
thoſe of. this Profeſſion are very if | 
merous inthe Countrey, among UW} | 
Peaſants, and conſiderable in theCF | * 


ties, and not admitted ta any publlg | | 
charges; Yetthey ſeem to be a found | | 
piece af the State, and faſt joleten 
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with the reſt; and have neithergiven 
I any diſturbance to the Government, 
nor. expreſt any inclinations to a 
change, or to any Forreign Power , 
E cither upon the former wars with 
f Spain, or the latter invaſions of the: 
vj Otfall other Religions, every man 
{| enjoys the free exerciſe in his own 
I Chamber, or his own Houſe, unque- 
Wl tioned and uneſpied ': and if the 
th followers of any SeRt grow ſonume- 
'J rous in any place that they affect a pu- 
TE blick Congregation, and. are content 
to purchaſe a place of Aſſembly, ta 
| bear the charge ofa Paſtor or Tea- 
© cher, and. to pay for this Liberty to 
| the Publick ; they go and propoſe 
I their. defire to the Magiſtrates of the 
place where they reſide, who inform 
themſelves of their opinions, and 
manners of worſhip ; and if they find 
| nothing in cither., deſtructive to Civil 
| Society , ,or prejudicial to the Confti- 
tuttons of their State, and content 
themſelyes with the price that is of- 
fer'd for the purchaſe of this Liberty , 

L 7 they. 
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they ealily allow it ; but with 
condition, that one or more Cai 
millioners ſhall be appointed , "wi 
ſhall haye free alaitoo at all thif 
meetings, ſhall be both the Obleri 
and Witneſſes of al} that is aCteday 
preached among tlugaay, and whik 
teſtimony ſhall be received concen. 
ing any thing that paſſes there tot 
prejudice of the State ; in whichd 


4 


the Laws and Executions . are' $f 
ſevere as againſt any Civil Crimes, 


Thus the 7Zews have their allow 
Synagogues in Amſterdam and It 


terdam., And inthe firſt, almoſt 
Sects that are known among Ch 


ſtians , have their publick Meeting 
places ; and ſome whoſe Names 


þ £ 


almoſt worn out in all other parts,is 


s. 
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the Brownifts, Familiſts , and othe 
The Arminians , thon gh they ma (0 
great Name among them, by ban 
rather the diſtinftion of a Party, 
the State, than a Sect in the Churd); 


yetare, in compariſon of others, Wt 
few in number, though conſidera 


by the perſons, who are of the bet 
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{ quality, the more learned and intel- 
[ligent men, and many ofthem in the 
| Government. The Anabaptiſis are 


F juſt the contrary , vety numerous, 
butin the lower ranks of people , Me- 


if chanicks and Seamen., and abound 
I chiefly in North: Holland. 
| The Calviniſts make the Body of 
the people, andare poſleſled of all 
| the publick Churches in the Domi- : 
| nions of the State, as well as of the 
{ only Miniſters or Paſtors who are 
[] maintained by the Publick ; Bur theſe 
have neither Lands, nor T ythes, nor 
IF any authorized Contributions from 
| the people, but certain Salaries from 
| the State , upon whom they wholly 
depend: And though they are often 
very bold in taxing and preaching 
publickly againſt the Vices, & ſome- 
times theinnocent entertainments of 
perſons moſt conſiderable in the Go- 
yernment, as well as of the Vulgar ; 
yet they are never heard to cenſure 
or coptroul the publick Actions or 
Reſciutions of the State: they are in 
general, throughout the Countrey, 


paſ= 
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paſſionate Friends to the Interell 
the Houſe of Orange ; And duy 
the intermiſſion of that Author 
found ways of expreſſing their 
Cons to the Perſon and Fortum 
this Prince , without offending 
State , as it was then conſtirul 
They are fierce Enemies of the Anh 
man Party , whoſe Principles wil 
thought to lead them in Barnevell 
time towards a- conjundtion, oth 
leaſt compliance with the Spariſhl 
hgion and Government ; both whigh 
the Houſe of Orange in the whih 
courſe of the War, endeavoured 
make irreconcilable with thoſe of 
State. = 
It is hardly to be imagined how 
the violence and ſharpneſs, whicha 
companies the differences of Relipiah 
in other Countreys, ſeems to beg: 
peaſed or foftned here, by the gen] 1 
freedom which: all men enjoy. 
by allowance or connivance ; ner 
Faction and Ambition are ther 
enabled to colour their Interefſed$ 
yeditious Deſigns, with the pretend 
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of Religion , which has coſt the Chri- 
tian world ſo much blood for theſe 
aft Hundred and fifty years. No-man 
can here complain of preſlure in his 

f Conſcience ; Of being forced to any 

WI publick profeſhon of his private Faith 

9 Of being reftrained from his own 

WI mannerof worſhip in his Houſe ;. Or 

W obliged to any other abroad: And 

w vhocver aſks more in point of Reli- 

_ Fon » Without the undiſputed ev1- 

BY dence of a particular Miſſion from 

iy Heaven , may be juſtly ſuf ected; not 

Jtoalk for God's ſake, hs or hisown 3 

lace pretending to Soveraignty in= 

FF ſicad of Liberty-in Opinion , is deed 

pretending the ſame in Authority 


- 


too , which conſiſts chiefly in Opi- 
FJ non ;- and what Man or Party ſoever, 
Fj can gain the common and firm belief, 
t of being moſt immediately inſpired, 
| inſtructed ,. or favoured of God, will 
| calily obtain the prerogative of being 
'| moſt honour'd and obey'd by men. 
But in this Common-wealth, no 
| man having' any reaſon to complain 
| of oppreſſion: in Conſcience, andno, 
man 
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man haying hopes by advancin 
Religion, to form a Party , or hy 
in upon the State , the difteray 
in opinion make none in Aﬀ/teQig 
and little in Converſation, whe 
ſerves but for entertainment angþ 
riety. They argue without ingaal 
or anger; they differ without eng 
ty or ſcorn; and they agree wichyl 
confederacy. Men live rogetherdl ta 
Citizens of the World, aſlocillf 
by the common ties of Humanitygallf in 
by the bonds of Peace, under they 
partial protection of indifferent ny 
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My A 
with equal encouragement of all ir 
and Induſtry , and equal freedog 
Speculation and Enquiry ; all 
enjoying their imaginary excelle bh; 
and acquiſitions of knowledg , 
as-much ſafety, as their more realpir 
ſeſfions and improvements of 
tune. The power of Religion ami 
them, where it is, lies in every mh 
heart ; the appearance of it , 1 
like a piece of Humanfty, by. 
every one falls moſt into the 

« pany or conyerſation of hols wu 
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Cuſtoms and Humours, whole Talk 


I and Diſpoſitions they like beſt: and 
W1 as in other places, 'tis in eyery man's 
choice, with whom he will eat or 


{ lodge, with whom go to Market, or to 
| Court; ſoit ſeems to be here, with 


BI whom we will pray or go to Church , 
or aſſociate in the Service and Wor- 
ſhip of God; nor is any more notice 
WY taken, or more cenſure paſt, of what 
Wy every one chuſes in theſe caſes, -than 
W in the other, | 


I belieye the force of Commerce, 


$ Alliances, and Acquaintance, ſpread- 


ine fo far as they do in ſmall Circuits 


W ({uchas the Province of Holland) may 
W contribute much to make convyerſa- 
bY tion, and all the offices of common 


life, ſo eaſ1e;, among ſo different Opi- 


Fl nions, of which ſo many ſeveral per- 


ſons are often in every man'seye; and 


vl no man checks or takes offence at Fa- 


ces, or Cuſtoms, or Ceremonies he 


ff ſces every day, as at thoſe he hears 


ofin places far diſtant, and perhaps 
dy partial relations, and comes to fee 
late in his life, andafter he has long 

been 
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been poſleſt by paſſion or prejulpl 
apainit them. However it 1s, R& 
gion may poſſibly do more poli 
other places , but it does leſs hurthyl 
And where-ever the inviſible fg 
of it are the greateſt and moſt adyayy 
geous, I amſure the viſible areſgy T 
this Countrey, by the continualy 
undiſturbed Ciyil Peace of their Qhbe 
yernment, for ſo lang a courlplſſfeti 
years ,, and by ſo mighty an enejyfÞicc 
of their people ; wherein will a 
pear to confiſt chiefly the vaſt groiÞpat 
of their Trade and Riches, and ar: 
ſequently the ſtrength and greauifſa 
of their State. = : 
"Fila 
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T 1s evident to thoſe who have 
read the molt, and travel'd far- 


beſt, that no Country can be found 
either in this preſent age , or upon 


record of any ftory , where ſo valta 
rade has been managed , as in the 


Warcow compals of the four Maritime 
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Provinces of this Commonwealth: 


Wray it is generally eſteemed, that they 


have more ſhipping belongs to them, 


than there does to all the reſt of Ex- 
ſrope. Yet they have no Native com- 


modities towards the building or 
going of the ſmalleſt veſle]; their 


lax, hemp, pitch, wood, and iron, 


coming all from abroad, as wool does 
+Ffor cloathing their men, and corn for 


\Feding them. Nor do I know any 


+ 
ind 

2 

$- 


-Fting properly of their own growth, 
pſthat is conliderable, either for their 
own neceſlary uſe , or for traffick with 


their 
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their Neighbours , beſides by 
cheeſe, and earthen wares. Por 
vens, they haye notany goody 
their whole coaſt: the be are} 
vetſluys, which has no trade at! 
and Fluſſmngue , which has lit e 
compariſon of other towns in 
land: but Amſterdam, that triukh 
in the ſpoils of Lisbox and Ani 
( which before engroſt the pri 
trade of Europe and the 1nates 
to be the moſt incommodious hill 
they have, being ſeated upon ſol 
Jow waters, that ordinary ShipsW 
not come up to it without the ai 
tage of tides; nor great ones witli 
unlading. Theentrance of the Tf 
and paſſage over the Zudder-Seajh 
more danpgerous than a Voyage ll 
tnence to Spain , lying all in bi 
ard narrow channels; '{o that ite 
appears, that *tis not a havenW 
draws trade, but trade that fill 
haven, and brings it in vogue. MN 
has Holland grown rich by anyÞ 
tive commodities , but by force 
Induſtry ; by improvement and? 
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nufacture of all forreign growths ; 
by being the general Magazine of 
Europe, and furniſhing all parts with 
whatever the Market wants or 1n- 
rites ; and by their ſea-men being, as 
they have propetly been call'd , the 
common Carriers of the World. 
W Since the ground of trade cannot 
be deduced from havens , or native 
commodities ( as may well be conclu- 
W ded from the ſurvey of Holland , 
W which has the leaſt and the worſt; and 
of /reland, which has the moſt and 
FF the beſt, of both;) it were not amiſs 
WJ to conſider , from what other fource 
Wit may be more naturally and certain+ 
Wy derived-: for it we talk of Indu- 
W liry, weare {till as much to ſeek what 
Wit is that makes people induſtrious in 
W one Countrey , and idle in another. I 
_y conceive the true original & ground 
Wh of trade, to be great multitudes of 
W people crowded into (mall compaſs of 
Land , whereby all things neceſſary 
tlife become dear, andall men who 
WJ have poſſeſſions, are induced to Par- 
Wy Iimony ; but thoſe who haye none, 
arc 
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are forced to induſtry and labourgy 
elſe to want. Bodies that are vigorgy 
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fall tolabour; Such as are not , ſugihll 6 
that defet by ſome ſort of Iny t 
tions or ingenuity. Theſe Culighl e: 
ariſe firſt from neceſſity , but enay fp: 
by imitation , and grow in time 
habitual in a Countrey; and whey ] in 
they areſo, if itlies upon the lea,ppfl p1 
naturally break out into trade, bh 4 
becauſe whatever they want of tha m 
own that 1s neceſſary to 1o ny ha 
mens lives , muſt be ſupply'd inaſſ th 
abroad; and becauſe by the mult * 
of people, and ſmallneſs of Cam ip 
trey, Land grows ſo dear, thay 
improvement of money that wal 
incon(iderable , and ſo turns toll vc 
where the greatneſs of the Pros Cy, 
makes amends for the Venture. -lf an; 


than by its contrary, which app 
no where more than in Ireland, wil 
by the largeneſs and plenty olf# 
{oil, and ſcarcity of people, all thi 
neceſſary to life are ſo cheap, that Ce 
indultrious man, by two days lab or 
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I may gain-enough to feed him the reſt 
T ofthe week; which I take to bea very 
f plain ground of the lazineſs attributed 
| tothe people: for men naturally prefer 
{ caſe before labour, and will not take 
| pains. if they can live idle ; though, 
I when by neceſſity they have been 
| inuredto it, they cannot leave it, being 
 erown' a cuſtom neceſlary to their 
| Nealth , and to their very entertain= 
| ment : nor perhaps is the change 
harder, from conſtant eaſe, to labour, 
I than from conſtant labour to eaſe. 
if This account of theOriginal of trade, 
{ 2grees with the experience of all apes, 
ff ad with the Conſtitutions of all places 
jj where it has moſt flonriſhed in the 
world, as Tyre,C arthage, Athens,Syr a- 
by cue, Aprigentum, Rhodes Venice, Hol- 
48422; and will be ſo obvious to every 
hy man, that knows and conſiders the ſci- 
IJ uation, the extent and thenature of all 
x thoſe Countreys , thatit will need no 
Wy enlargement upon the compariſons. 
BY By theſe examples, which are all of 
W Common-wealths, and by the decay 
gg or diflolution of trade in the fix firſt, 
l M when 
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when they came to be conqueredyy 
-{ubjetedto Arbitrary Dominion 
might be-concluded , that thengl 
ſomething in that form of Gavay 
ment proper and natural to tradeight 
more peculiar manner, But the hag 
itarrived to at Brnges and Arruny 
under their Princes, for four o 
.deſcents of the houſe of Burund 
and two of Auſtria, ſhows it maj 
thrive nnder good Princes and lf 
Monarchies, as well as under typ | |, 
States, Under arbitrary and-tyry | ,; 
nical Power, it muſt of neceſlity& ] ., 
cay and'diflolve.; becaule this empy 
a.'Conntrey of people , whereastyJ| ,; 
others fill it ; this extinguiſhes ms | 
{try , whilſt men are in doubrolgs| .. 
joying themſelves what they ger, || 4 
leaving itto their Children; the aw; 
encourage It , by ſecuring men 
both : One fills a Countrey with'F 
diers, and the other with Mercualilfh » 
who were never yet known to live 
together , becauſe they cannor tg 
one another: and as trade cannot Wi 
without mutual truſt among: /priveli ſc; 
mel} 
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YG men; fo it cannot grow or thrivets 
any great degree; without a-confidence 
| both of publick and private ſafety, and 
| conſequently a truft in the Govern- 
merit , from ar opinion of ſtrength, 
T viſdom,, and juſtice; which mult be 
grounded either npon the perſonal 
Virtnesand Qualities of a Prince, or 
| elſe upon the Conftitutions and Or- 
R ders of a State. 
' Tr appears to every mans eye who 
| hath travel}d Holland, and obſerved 
4 the number and vicinity of their great 
and populous towns and villapes ,, 
with the prodigious improvement of 
almoſt every Nor of proud in the 
Countrey, and the preat maltitudes 
| conſtantly employ'd in their ſhipping 
FE abroad, and their boats at home, that 
4 no other known Conntrey Ty! the 
Fj world, ofthe ſame extent, holds any 
{I proportion with this in numbers of 
pec ole; and ifthat be the preat founda- 
J tion of trade; the beſt account that cari 
W de viven of theirs, will be, by confide- 
ting the cauſes and accidents that have 
A {cry-d to-force or invite ſoyaſta'ton- 
M 2 fluence 
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fuence of people into their Count 


In the firſt rank may beplaced, 


tions,, . Oppreſſions, or Diſcont 


that have been ſo fatal to moſt of they: 
Neighbours, for ſome time beforgg 


well as ſince their State began. .. .. 
The Perſecutions for matter.gf 
Religion, in-Germany under Charly 
the Fifth, in France under Hay 
the Second , and in England unde 
Queen 4iry,forced great numbergd 
people out of all choſe Countreys,.y 
ſhelter . themſelves .in the -ſevgal 
towns: of the Seyenteen Provingy, 
where the ancient Liberties . of. th 
Countrey,, and Priyiledges of the(+ 
ties , had been inviolate.under ſolqnp 
a ſucceſſion of Princes, and gavepty 
tection to theſe oppreſled ſtrangen, 
who fill'd their Cities . both wit 
people and trade, and raiſed Anz 
to ſuch a height and .renown.,q@ 
continued till the-Duke of Alva: 
rival. in the Low-Conntreys, 
fright of this man, and the Order 
Hrought , and Armies to exe 


them, 
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them, began to ſcatter the Flock of 
people that for ſome time had been 
neſted there; ſo asin very few Months 
above a Hundred: thouſand: Families 
removed out of the Countrey. But 
when the Seven Provinces united, and 
began to defend themſelves with fuc- 
cels, under the conduct of the Prince 
of Orange, and the countenance of 
England and France, and the Perſe- 
cations for Religion began to grow 
ſharp in the Sparrſh Provinces, all the 
Profeſſors of the reformed Religion , 
and haters of the-Spaniſh Dominion , 
retir'd- into the ſtrong cities of this 
Common-wealth, and gave the ſame 
dateto the growth of trade there, & 
the decay of it at Antwerp. 

The long Civi-Wars, at firſt of 
France, then of Germany, and laſtly 
of England, ſerved to encreaſe the 
[warm in this Countrey, not only by 
luch as were-perſecuted at home, but 
preat numbers of peaceable men, who: 
came here to ſeek for quiet in their 
Lives, and ſafety in their Poſleſfions 
or Trades ; like thoſe Birds that upon 
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approach of a rough Winter-ſeaſag, 
leave the Countreys where they wen 
born & bred, flve away to ſome king, 
er and ſofter Climate, and neverg 
turn. till the froſts are paſt, and the 
winds are laid at home. 4, 

The invitation theſe people had, 
fix rather in Hollayd than in may 
better Countreys., ſeems to have bee 
at firſt-, the great-ſtrength-.of thei 
towns, Which by their. maritime ſc 
tuation , and the low flatneſs of thep 
Eountrey , can with their {luces over 
flow all the ground about them at ſuch 
diſtances, as to become inaccellahli 
zoany And: Forces, And this natunt 
ſtrength has been improv'd, eſpecially 
at Amſterdam, by all the art and es 
pence that could any ways contribate 
towards thedefence of the place. 

Next was the Conſtitution of that | 
Government, by which, neither the 
States- General nor the Prince have 
any power to invade any man's perk | 
or Property within the precincts d 
their cities. Nor could it be fear'dthi 
the ſenate of any town ſhould come 
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toany ſuch violence ; norit they did, 

could they poſlibly execute it, having 

no Soldiers in their pay , and the Bur- 

gers only being employ'd in the de- 

tence of their towns, .andexecution of 
all Civil Jaſtice among them. 

| Theſe Circumſtances gave ſo great 

| a credit to the bank of Amſterdam; 
| and that was another invitation for 
'| people to come, and-lodg here what 
| partof their Money they- could trank- 
| port, and knew no way of ſecuring at 
| home. Nor did thoſe people only lodg 
4 Moneys here , who came over into the 
| Countrey ; but many more who never 
| left their own ;; though they provided” 


for a retreat, or againſta ſtorm, and 
thought no place ſo fecureas this, nor 
from whence they might ſo ealily draw 
their money into any parts of the 
World. 

Another-circumſtance , was the ge- 
neral liberty and eaſe, not only in point 
of Conſcience, but all others that ſerve 
to the commodiouſneſs and quiet of 
life ; every man following his own 
bulineſs , and little enquiring into 

M 4. other 
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other mens ; which I ſuppoſe happerf{ 
by ſo great a- concourle of people 
ſeveral Nations ,. different Relipigy 
and Cuſtoms, as left nothing Ari 
ornew, and by the general humoiy, 
bent all upon induſtry, whereas Cy 

riolity is only proper-to idle men, 
Befides, it has ever been the preg 
Principle of ther State , running 
through all their Provinces and Citia, 
'even with emulation , to make thei 
Countrey the common refuge ofal 
miſerable men; from whoſe protedin 
hardly any Alliance, treaties, ork 
tereſts, have eyer been able to diver 
or remoye them. So as during the 
great dependance this State had-upm 
France , in the time of Henry the 
fourth, ali the perſons diſgraced at that 
Court,or baniſht that Countrey,madt | 
this their common retreat ; nor could 
the State ever be prevail'd with, byanj 
inſtances of the French Ambaſladats, | 
to refuſe them the uſe and liberzyd 
common life and air , under the:pv 
tection of their Goyernment. «© 
This firmneſs in the State, has bee 
I Yv'O pc 
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one of the circumſtances that has in- 
vited ſo many unhappy men out of 


all their Neighbourhood , and indeed. 
from molt parts of Exrope , to ſhelter 


themſelves from the blows of Juſtice, 


or of Fortune. Nor indeed does any 
Countrey ſeem ſo proper to be made 
uſe of upon ſuch occaſions, not only 
inreſpect of fafety, but asa ee that 
holds ſo conſiant and eaſie - corre- 
ſpondencies with' all- parts: of the 
world ; and whither any man may 
draw whatever money he has at his 
diſpoſal in any other place ; where nei- 
therriches expoſe men to danger, nor | 
poverty to contempt ;* but on the 
contrary, where Parſimony is honou- 
rable , whether. it beneceſlary or no ; 
and he that isforced by his Fortune to 
live low-, may here alone live in fa- 
ſnion,, and upon equal terms ( in ap- 
pearance abroad) with the chiefeſt of 


| their-Miniſters , and richeſt of their 


Merchants: nor is it ealily imagin'd 
how great an effect this Conſtitution 
among them, may in courſe of time 
haye. had - upon the. encreaſe both 
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of their people and their trade, 
As the two firſt invitations of peo. 
ple into this. Countrey , were the | 
ſtrength of their towns ,. and nature 
of their Goyernment; {o two other; 
have grown with the courſe of time, 
and progreſs of their Riches and Pow. 
er. One 1s the Reputation of their Go- 
vernment, ariſing from the obſerya. 
tion of the Succeſs of their Arms, the 
Prudence of-their Negotiations, tle 
Steadinels of their Eounſels, the 
Conſtancy of their Peace and Quit 
at home, andthe Conſfideration-thy 
hereby arrived at among the Princes 
and States of Chriſtendom. From 
thele, men grew toa general opinim 
of the Wiſdom and Condudt of ther 
State ; and of its being eſtabliſht up 
foundations that could not be fhaken | 
by any common Accidents, . nor coſt 
lequently in danger of any great'd 
fudden Revolutions;. and thiss-1 
mighty inducement to induſtrious 
people to come. and. inhabit a Cout» 
trey , who ſceknot only. ſafety undet 
laws from injuſtice & oppreſſion , bit 
likewik 
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likewiſe under the ſtrength and good 
conduR ofa State, from the violence 
of Forreign Inyaſions, or of Civil. 
Commotitons. 

The other, is the great Beauty of 
their Countrey ( forced intime, and 


| by the improvements of induſtry, in 


ſpight of Nature, ) which draws eve- 
ry day ſuch numbers of curious and 
idle perſons to fee their Provinces, 
though not to inhabit them. And in- 
deed their Countrey 1s a much better 
Miſtrcſs than a Wife ; and where few 
perſons who are well at home , would 
be content to live; . but where none 
that have time and money to fpare, 
would not for once be willing to tra- 
vel ; and as England fhows, in the 
Countrey , what Nature can arrive at; 


: lodoes'Hollandin the number , preat- 


neſs, and beauty of their towns , what- 
ever art can bring to'paſs. Bur theſe 
and many other matters of Speculation 
among them, filling the Obſervations 
of all common Travellers, fhall make 
no part of mine, whoſe deſign is rather. 
to diſcoyer the Cauſes of their Trade 

M 6 2nd. 
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and Riches, than to relate the Effedy 

Yetitmay be noted hereupon, . ag 
piece  widom_in any Kingdom g 
State, the Magnificence of Court, 
or of publick Structures ;- by encoy- 
raging beauty in private buildings; and 
the adornment of towns with pleaſai 
and regular plantations of trees; k. 
the celebration of ſome noble feſtival 
or ſolemnities; by the 1nſtitution' df 
ſome great Marts or Fairs; and bytlk 
contrivance of any extraordinary and 
renowned ſpectacles, to invite and 
occaſion, as much and as often ascan 
be , the concourſe of: buſie or-idl 
people from the neighbouring or re 
moter nations , whoſe very paſſage and 
intercourſe isa great encreaſe of wealth 
and of Trade, and a ſecret incentive 
of people to inhabit a Countrey where 
men may meet with equat adyantapes; 
and more entertainments of life, thatt 
in other places.Such were theOlimpick 
and other games among the Grecians; 
ſuch the triumphs, trophies, and ſecu 
Jar plays of old Rome, as well as the ſpe 
Qacles exhibited afterwards: by » 
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Emperors, withſuch ſtupendious ef- 
fects of art and expence, for courting 
or entertaining the people ; ſuch the 
jubilces of new Rome ; the juſts and 
tournaments formerly uſed in moſt 
of the Courts of Chriſtendom ; the 
feſtivals of the more celebrated or- 
ders of Knighthood, and'in particu- 
lar towns, the Carnayals and Fairs; the 
Kirmefhies which run through all the 
Cities of the Netherlands, and in ſome 
ofthem, with a great deal of Pagean= 
ity, as well 'as Trafhck , bcing equal 
baits of Pleafure and of Gain. : 
Having thus difcover'd what has 
laid the great. Foundations of their 
Trade , by the multitude of their 
people , which has planted and habt- 
wated induſtry among them, and by 
that, all ſorts of Manufacture, as 
well as Parſimony ,. and thereby gene- 
ral Wealth : I fhal} enumerate very. 
briefly, ſome other Circumſtances, 


> [that ſeem, next to theſe, the chief Ad- 


* [rYancers and Encourapers of Trade in. 
» [their Countrey. 


Low Intereſt, and dearneſs of Land, 
M A ale. 


and cauſe ſo much money to he 
ready for all projects, by which gap 
may be expected, as the cutting 
Canals, making Bridges and Gawhg, 


levelling Downs, and draining Mx. | ,, 


ſhes, belides all new eſlaysat fore 
Trade, which are propoſed with ay 
probability of advantage. 
The ule of their banks, which (6 
cures Money, and makes all Paymeny 
ealie, and Trade quick. 


- 
[4 


The ſale by regiſtry , which wasw- 
troduced here and in Flanders ing 
time of Charles the Fifth, and makes 
all purchaſes ſafe. ; 
The ſeverity of Juſtice, not; 
againſt all thefts, but all cheats, 
counterfeits of any publick - bilk 
(which is capital among them, ) and 
eyen: againſt all common beggar, 
who are diſpoſed of either into work 
houſes, or Hoſpitals, as they areabit 


or tinable to labour. je 
Fhe Convoys of Merchant-Flees 


into all-parts, even intime of peacty 


but eſpecially into the Srreights; which 
gin 
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arceffe&s of the multitude of people, | g 
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givetheir Trade ſecurity againſt many 
unexpected accidents , and their Na- 


| 
| tion credit abroad , and breeds up ſea- 
| men for their ſhips of war. 


| eafineſs of paying them, which, with 


| ſtrangers and natives to bring com- 
modities hither , not only as to a Mar- 
| ket, butastoa Magazine, where they 


other and better Mihrrkets. 


| Thelownels of their cuſtoms, . and-. 


| | the freedom of their ports, invite both - 


| lodg till they are invited abroadto - 


-| Order and exaCineſs in managing- 
their Trade, which brings their com-- 


$ | modities in credit abroad. This was - 
irſt introduced by ſevere laws and pe-- 


| nalties ,, but 1s ſ1nce grown into cu- 
{1 ltom. Thus there have been above 


{ thirty ſeveral. placarts about the man--- 


| Herrings. Thus all .arms made at- 


Utrec/t, areforfeited if fold without 


lh 
«| ner of curing, pickling , and barreling: 
J 
c 
&| mark, or marked without trial, AndT 


all the pieces of ſcarlet, which are ſent 


':Y obſerved in their /ndiax-Houſe , that: 


ty 1 great quantities tothoſe parts, are- 
1 marked. with the Engliſh Arms , and. 
Ve in-. 


3 
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Inſcriptions in Engliſh ; by whichthy 
maintain the credit gain'd to that com; 
modity , by our former trade to paty |! 
where 'tis now loſt or decay'd. 
| The Government manag'd eitherly 
men that trade, or whoſe Families haje 
riſen by it, or who have themlelyg | 4 
fome intereſt going in other men! 
traflick, or whoare born and bredin | P: 
towns :, the ſoul and being where | th 
conſiſts wholly in trade , which makg | v 
ſure of all favour that from time to | ol 
time grows neceſſary and can be giva | o 
it by the Government. | ri 
The cuſtom of every towns affet. | | 
ing ſome particular commerce or fi | 
ple, valuing it ſelf thereupon, andle | 
mmproving it to the greateſt height, | 
as Fluſſngue by that of the Weſt I» c< 
dies, Middleburgh of French- Wins; th 
Terveer by the Scotch Staple , Doi 
by the Engliſh Staple & Rhenit\ th 
Wines , Rotterdam by the Englishanl © 
Scotch Trade at large, and by Frere ad 
Wines, Leyden by the ManufaQuie lt 
of all ſorts of Stuffs,, Silk, Hair, Ga | 
and oilver; Aaerlem by Linnen, Vi 
: Stuffs, 
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Stuffs, and Flowers ; Delf by Beer and 
Dutch - Purcelane ; Sardam by the 
| building ofShips; Enchayſenand Maz- 
landſiuys , by Herring-fiſhing ; Friez- 
5 [ar by the Greenland-Trade , and 
2 | Amſterdam by that of the Eaſt-1n- 

4 | es, Spain, and the Streiphts. 
;| Thegreat application of the whole = 
| Province to the Fiſhing-Trade, upon 
{ | the Coalts of England and Scotland, 
4 | which employs an incredible number 
z | of ſhips and ſea-men, and ſupplies moſt 
| ofthe Southern parts of Europe with a 

| rich and neceſſary Commodity. 
. | The laſt I ſhall mention, is the 
. [mighty advance they have made to- 
x | wards engroſſing the whole com 
; | merce of the Ea/t- Indies, by their ſuc- 
a | celſes againſt the Porreguzſſes, and by 
| their many wars and victories againſt 
}} the natives, whereby they have forced 
j {| them-to- treaties of commerce ,. ex- 
4{ clutive to all other nations, and to the 
| admiſſion of forts to be built upon 
| Itreights & paſſes that command the 
entrances into the traffique of. ſuch 
places. This has-been atchieyed by 
the 


! 
by 
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the multitude of their people aw 
Mariners, that has been able takyp 
| niſh every year ſo many great ſh 
for ſuch Voyages, and to (upph 
loſs of fo many lives as the changeaf 
climate have coſt, before they lea [co 
the method of living in them ; bytl [pi 
yaſineſs of the lock that has ben 
turn'd wholly to that Trade ; andhy|di 
the conduct and application of t|co 
Eaſt-Inaia Company , who have mp|or 
nageditlike a common wealth rathg|bu 
than a Trade; and thereby raiſgdy|[ta 
State in the /ndies, governed indedl | of 
by the orders of the Company, bw{be 
otherwiſe appearing to thoſe natigy[pri 
like a Soveraign State, making yuan 
and peace with their greateſt KingyIgre 
and: able to bring to {ea forty orfily]tu: 
men of war , and thirty thoulawyop 
men at Land, by the: modeſteſt cow 
putations. The ſtock of this trad 
beſides what it turns off in Fran 
Spain , Italy, the Stresghts, and GW 
may , makes them ſo great Mall” 
in the Irade of the Northern pl 
of Exrope, as Maſcovy, Poland , ®Þ 
meraih 
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| | meranza, andallthe Baltigque;-where 
| the ſpices, that are an /nazan Drug, 
| | and Evropean-Luxury, command all 
| commodities of thoſe Countreys , 
(| which are ſo neceſlary to life, as their 
t|corn; and to navigation , as hemp, 
e 
k 
r 


pitch, maſts, planks, and iron. 

Thus the Trade of this Country 1s 
dſcover'd to beno efteRt of common 
contrivances, of natural diſpoſitions 

| or ſcituations, or of trivial accidents ; 

|| but ofa great concurrence of circum- 
q[ſtances, a long courſe of time, force 
of orders and method, which never 
t{bctore met in the world to ſuch a de- 
plgree, or with ſo prodigious aſuccels, 
g[and perhaps never will again, Having 
ylerown ( to ſum vupall ) from the ſct- 
yjtuation of their Countrey , extended 
Wopon the fea , divided by two ſuch 
piRivers as the Rhine and the Moſe, 
$Ivith the vicinity of the Ems, Weſer, 
wlad Elve ; From the confluence of 
wipeople out of Flanders , England, 
DjFrance, and Germany, invited by the 
of frengrh of their towns, and by the 
W-onſtitutions and credit of their Go- 
h, yernment; . 
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yernment; by the liberty of Conf [N 
ence, and ſecuriry of life and gagþ 
( ſubjected only to conſtant law i 
from general induſtry and pi [ov 
'mony, occaſion'd by the mulritadey 
people & {mallne(s of Country; : fig [on 
cheapneſs and ealineſs of Carriageghy[pa 
convenience of Canals; from lowg6| tra 
and dearneſs of Land, which'wy@ſna 
money to trade; the inſtitution du 
banks ; ſale by regiſtry ; - care ofep|of: 
voys; {mallneſs of cuſtoms; freedqyfto: 
of-ports ; order in: trade ; interff}co 
ofperſons in the Government ;:p#ſof 
ticular Traffick affected to partiel 
places ; application to the Fiſhy; 
and acquiſitions in the Eaſt- Indieth 

Itis no conſtant Rule, that Ta 
makes Riches ; for there may bel 
Trade that impoyeriſhes a Nation 
it is not going often to MarketW 
enriches the Country-man ; but! 
the contrary, if every time he coli 
there, he buys toa greater yalueW 
he ſells, he grows the poorer theaq 
ner he goes: but the only and cenuſÞri 
icale of riches ariſing from TirademyPci 
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Nation, 1s the proportion of what is 
{exported for * conſumption of 
Joathers, to what is imported for their 
Jown. wn \ ak: 
| Thetrue ground of this proportt- 
lon lies in the general induſtry and 
| parſimony of a people, or in thecon- 
L 


rary of both. Induſtry increaſes the 
| native Commodity , either in the pro- 
| duct of the Soil, or the Manufactures 
ofthe Country , which raiſes the ſtock 
aw for exportation. Parſimony leſſens the 
g] conſumption of their own, as well as 
pof forreign commodities ; and not 
only abate the importation by the 
Wlaſt, butincreafes the exportation by 
#|the firſt: for of all native Commodi- 
ties, the leſs is conſumed-in a Coun- 
mſtry, the more is exported abroad; 
& there being no Commodity , batat 
kj one price or other will find a Market, 
w which they will be maſters of, who 
g can afford it cheapeſt. Such are al- 
ways the moſt induſtrious and parſi- 
& Ton1ous people, who can thrive by 
wg prices upon which the lazy and «ex- 
wg penſaye cannot liye. 


The 
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The vulgar miſtake, that impogy 
tion of forreign Wares, if parchaf 
abroad with native Commodities; 
not with money , does not make a 
tion poorer-; is but what everyi 
that pives himſelf leiſure to thich, 
muſt immediately rectifie, by find 
out, that upon the end of an accom | 
between a- Nation, and all they:&a|- 

'with abroad, whateyer the exportaþ| Ar 
.on wants in value to balance thaydl Ml 
the Importation, mult of neceſfryQ[mc 
madee up with ready money. gt 
' By this we find out. the foundatlh 
of theriches of Holland, as of thi 
Trade by the circumſtances 'alred 
rehearſed. For never any Coutf 
traded ſo much, and conſumed-ſeW- 
tle. They buy infinitely, but "tigdy out 
fell again, either upon improverdil al 
ef the Commodity , or-at a belW| 
Market. They are the great mane 
of the [natan Spices, and ofthe PW 
fian Silks ; but wear plain Woollth 


'E © © BB al © 


and feed upon their own Fiſh 
Roots. Nay, they ſel] the fineſt of th 
own Cloath to France, and buy cou 

off 


nd 
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|out of Ezgland for their own wear. 
\ [They ſend abroad the beſt of their own 
[Butter into all parts , and buy. the 
| cheapeſt out of /rel/and,; orthe North 
[of England, for their own uſe. In 
|ſhort, they furniſh mfimte Luxury, 
[which they never practiſe ; and traffick 
| 0 pleaſures which they never..talte, - 

{| - The Gentlemen and Officers of the 
[Army change their Clothes and their 
j| Modes like their Neighbours. But a- 
z|mong the whole body of the Civil Ma- 
:[afftrares, the Merchants, the rich Tra- 
piders., and Citizensin general, the 
diFſhions, continue {till the ſame; and 


- 


| others as confiant among the Sea-men 


$jnd Boors: Sothat men leave off their 
p|Clothes only becauſe they are worn 
gout, and not becauſe they are out of 
|hbion. — 
x| Their great forreign conſumption 
ws French Wine and Brandy ; but that 
pJmay be allow'd them, as the only re- 
Ward they enjoy of all their pains, and 


1s that alone which makes them rich 
92d happy in their voluntary -poverty, 
10 would otherwiſe ſeem poor an | 
Wit 


wretched 
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wretcbed in their real wealth. Be 
what they ſpend in Wane, they lan 
Corn to make other Drinks:, :wighy 
brought from other parts. And upaga 
preſſure of their Aﬀairs, we ſeewjy 
for 'two years together , they , hae 
deny'd themſelyes even this comfait, 
- among all their ſorrows, and madey| i 
in paſſive fortitude whatever theylime | 
wantedin the aCtive. ' «79/| c 
Thus it happens, that much goulg| & 
conſtantly out either in Commogyy| r 
or in the labour of Seafaring-menzal| e 
little coming in to be conſumed 
home, the reſt returns in Coing/il p! 
fills the Country to that degree | in 
more Silver is ſeen in Zollandanmids | fi, 
the common hands and purſes,” 
Braſs eitherin Spain or in Fraw| ar 
though one beſo rich in the beſt nan y 
Commodities, and the other draillal] m 
the Treaſures of the Weſt- Indies(i\"| co 
* By all this account of their Tras dr 
and Riches, it will appear, thatſow je 
of our Maxims are not ſo certain dc 
they are current in our common pal tlo 
ticks. As firſt, that example ande# pe; 
courage 
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couragement of exceſs and luxury, if 
employ'd in the conſumption ef na- 
tive Commodities, isof advantage to 
Trade: It may be fo to that which 
| impoveriſhes, but 1s not to that which 
enriches a Country ; and 1s indeed 
| eſs prejudicial 1f it lie in native than 
n forreign Wares. But the cuſtom 
or humour of luxury andexpence, 
cannot [top at certain bounds: What 
beginsinnative will proceed in for- 
reign Commodities; and though the 
example ariſe among idle perſons, yet 
the 1mitation will run into all de- 
prees, even of thoſe men by whoſe 
induftry the Nation ſubſiſts. And be- 
hides, the more of our own we ſpend, 
the leſs we ſhall haye to lend abroad ; 

Cf; 


: 


. 


| 
| 
P 
L 
? 
, 
[ 
x 
K 
| 


» 


| 


| and ſo itt mill cometo paſs, that while 
{ vedrivea yaſt Trade, yet by buyi 

Wi much more than we fell, we ff 
44 come to be poor; whereas when we 
drove a very ſmall Traffick abroad, 
ml yet by ſelling ſo much more than we 
#] dought, we were very rich in propor- 
F tion to our Neighbours. Thisap- 
#1 pear'd in Edward the Third's time, 
pe N when 


4 
. 
# 
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- when we:-maintain'd: {o- mighty Wigy 
in Frazce, andicarried our viRtoriy 
Armsinto the heart. of Spin; wheay | 
in the 28, - yemof that:King's reijy, | - 
the value: and: euſtom- of all: ours. | 

ported Commodities: amounted!xy | - 
294184/—T75s.--2d, Andthatofow 

imported; but to 38970 }--03 5.-+064 

So as there muſt have: enterdnhe | : 

year mmto: the Kingdon'in- Conviy | - 

'Bulliorr (orelſe hax&grown  aIDowuy | | 
the Nation) 2:55 2:14 .---I 35.---o86 
And yet we: then. .carried. out” er 
Wools unwrought ,. andarought in 
great part! of ourGlbthesfrom Mes 

Ars. EE EEE, FF. 20h 

_ Another common Mawmm1s:, Tit 
if by any forreign: Invaſion or Saw 
tude, the State}, aud confequentlytar 
Trade of: Hollard. ſnouldbernws, 
the laſt- would of: courſe fall: tomr 
ſhare in- England; whois no oor 
ſequence : for! it would: certainly 

_ breakintoſeveral pieces, and ſhifter 

therto us, to Flanders; tothe:Rew 
Towns, or any other parts, -aceara 


as the moſt of thoſe — d 


ee 


1 
| 
| 
< 
1 
: 
[ 
( 
f 
y 
I 
{ 
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27% 
fiould: any whete' concur to itiviteit 
( andthe Tikeft tofurh ,) as dppexr"t0 
have' formerly drawn it- int6 Holland, 
by (6 riffehty « eafluenceof-people; 


and {& general a- veth of indaſtry 2nd 


parbywony amonig ther, Ard who- 
ever pretends*to &qualtheir growtlvin 


Trade and Rithes', by othet! Ways that 
fuch' a3 ave” alteatly aininerated;, 'will 
prove}, I doubt; eithet rodeceivey "dk 
t6 be: deceived; 

A thitis,, Fhatif Sint State' wife 


Tediited to grear extremities; '{Þ- as to 


become a Provyitite to'fome greater 
power”, they woilld: chitſe dur 'ſwbje- 


Aonirather than! arty 6tHer,- or thoſe 


ar-lealt that arethe' Matititie and' rhe 
richelt of the Provitices. Bur ft will 
be more reafonably concluded! from 
all the former diſcoiit{es; thatthotgh 
they may be divided by abſ{bliite 
Condiieſts, 'they- will rhejty divide 
therhtelyes by conſent , but altfallitie 
way , #4 by comtidil 66m 
makethe beſtrerms' they' can {6r rheit 
Country: as 2 Provitice;, if not t8'n 
State: and before tliey comenruch 

N 2 af 


.. 
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an extremity , they will firſt ſeekto he 
admitted as a Belpick-Circle in the | 
Empire (which they were of old;)agd | 
thereby receive the proteCtionofthy | | 
mighty Body , which { as far as:greq | | 
and {ſmaller things .may be compar'g | 

| 

| 


ſeems the likeft their own Rate in yg 
main Conſtitutions, but eſpecially n 
the freedom or ſovereignty of Imperial 
Cities. . And this I have often heard | 
their Miniſters ſpeak of, as theirlal} 
_ , In caſe of being threatned by 
zoo ſtrong and fatal a ConjunRure.. 
And if this ſhould happen, the 
Trade of the Provinces would rather | 
be preſerved: or incrasſed, than any 
way broken or deſtroy'd by ſuch 
alteration of their State, becauſe the 
liberties of the Gountrey would cor | 
tinue what they are, and the ſecurity 
would be greater than now it is. .. 
 ThelaſtI will mention, is.of.ag0- 
ther vein-; That if the Prince, of 
Orange were. made Soyercign of their | 
Country, though by forreign Arms, 
he would be agreat Prince , becaule | 
chisnow appears to be ſo-great a State. 
or & 


ha. - 0 
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Whereas, on the contrary, thoſe Pro- 
vinces would ſoon become a very 
mean Country. For ſuch a power mult 
be maintain'd-by force, as it would be 
acquir'd, and as indeed all Abſolute 
Pominion muſt bein thoſe Provin- 
ces. This would raiſe general Dil- 
contents ; and thoſe, perpetnal Sedr- 


| tions among the Towns -, which 
| would change the orders of the 


Country, endanger the property of 
private men-,- and ſhake the credit 


| and fafety of the Government. 


Whenever this ſhould happen, the 
people would fatter Induftry would 
faint , Banks would diflolve, and 
Frade would decay to ſuch a depree, 
as probably in courſe of time, their 
very Digues would be no longer 
maintain'd by the defences of a weak 
people againſt fo: furious an Invader; 
but the Sea would break in uponttheir 
Land, and leave their chiefeſt Citiesto 
be Fiſher-Towns as they were of old. 
Without any ſuch great Revolutt- 
ons, Lamof opinion, that Trade has 
for ſome years-ago paſt its Meridian, = 
| EE. 


and begun fephbly to decay among 

them ;. whereof there ſeem to beſp. 
yeral cauſes: 95 rl , The generalap, 

alicationchat ſo many other Nations 

bave made t9 it, Within the ſ EC IWQ MN 

three end vwenty years. For lineegte 
Peace of 44wnfler,. which reitor'd the 
quiet of- Chejltendom. in 1649. -1ot 
onlyS«eqen and Denmark, but France; 
anfl. England have more particularly 
than ever before, buſied-the thoughts 
2xd counſels of their ſeyeral Goyerns 
ments, as well as the tumors of theis 

gop]e., aboit the matters of Frade/ 
good. degrees: of: fuccels ; . thougt 
Kingdoms. of ſuch extent, that have | 
ather. and: nobler. Foundations of- 
Greatneſs, cannot-raife 'Frade to ſuch 


3 pitch. as this little State, which had 


no. other LO build upon; 30 more. 
than-a-man, who has afair and plete 
tiful Eſtate, can fall to labour and ig+ | 
duſtry ,. like one that has nothing ..&|k. 
to.trult to for the ſupport of his life. | 
But howeyer,, all theſe Nations have. 


3 


y. with | 


come of. late to ſhare largel 


England was driven by YVenetians, Flo- 


| them; and there ſeem -ro be grown 


too many Traders for Frade in the 
world, 40-as they can hardly live one 
by.another... As In a greatandipopu- 
lous Village , the fartt Grocer or Mer- 
certhat ſets up among 'them, grows 
preſently nch, baving allthetattom ; 
tl another , encouraged ' by ns. fuc- 
cels, comes tofetup by him, and ſhare 
1n his gains: atiength'-ſo; many fall to 
the Irades that gothing rs got by IP 
and ſome. muſt give over, or all muſt 
break. . , 

Net many Apes palt,, . Veniceand- 
Florence poſleſt A eade of Emu- 
rope; the laft byctheir ManufaGtures ; 
bur the far{t:;by :their Shipping: and 
the whoie 'Erade-of Per/ie and the 
Inaies ;.. whole: Commodities were 
brought thoſe by Land , and theſe by 
the Arabien-Sea ) ito Exypr, from. 


whence. they: were fetcht by the YVere- 


tian Fleets; and diſperſed:into moſt of 
the party of Emrope: And in thoſe 
times we find the whole Trade of 


mbards. The Eafter- 


rentines, and Lo 
os N..4.. He ling's 
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lings who were the Inhabicants of thy 
Hans-T owns, as Dantzich, Lubech, 
Hamburgh , and others upon .thx 
Coalt, tell next into Trade, andays 
napedall that of theſe Northern pay, 
for many years, and brought it fir 
down to Bruges, and from thencety 
Antwerp. The firſt Nayigations ofthe 
Portuguezes tothe Eaſt- [ndies, broke 
the greatneſs of the: Venerian Trade, 
and drew it to Lisbon: andthe Re. 
volt of the Netberlands, that of Ant | b 
werpto Holland. But in all this time, 
the other and greater Nations of Ex. | L 
rope concern'd. themſelves little inity | b 
their Trade was War; their Counſel | 1: 
and Enterpriſes were buſied in the 
quarrel ofthe Holy land, orin thoſe | * 
between the Popes and the Emperas 
(both of the ſame forge, engaging al 
Chriſtian Princes, andendiog inthe 
greatneſs of -the Eccleſiaſtical State 
throughout Chriſtendom : ) Some- | | 
timesin the mighty Wars between; | 
England and France, between France 
and Spain: The more general , be- 
tween Chriſtian and Turks; or. more 
x par- 


| 
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particular quarrel between leſſer and 
neighbouring Princes. In ſhort, the . 
Kingdoms and. Principalities were 1n 
the world like: the Noblemen, and | 
Gentlemen in a-Country : - the Free 
States and Cities, - like the Merchants 


theſe came to grow rich 'and powerful. 
by Induſtry - Parſimony ; and ſome 
of the others poor , by War. and, by 
Luxury : which made the "I raders, 


| beg in to take uponthem , and carry it, 


Ike Gentlemen ; and, the Gentlemen: 
begin to take a, fancy of falling to 
Trade. By this ſhort account it will 
appear no wonder, either that partt- 
cular places grewſo-rich and ſo migh= 
ty, while they alone . enjoyed almoK 
the general: Trade, of the world; nor 
why not only the Tradein Holland,. 


| but the advantage of it in general, 


ay that ſhare ih =. 


Another cayſe of its decay in thas 
N 5 Yate.z, 


State, may be , that by the mip 
progreſs of their. Eaji-India- Comp: 
ny , the'Comimodities of that Ceny./ 
try. are. grown more: than theſe: pajy; 
ſequently. the- rates of: them miſt 
needs be leſſerd, while the chargeiz 
increayd bi the 'reat Wars, ; the Ars 
_mits; and Forts /\neceffary to: maintain 
or extehd-' the! acquiſitions of that 


Company inthe [ndtes.: For inſteadeb 


"3 a7 


five or-{1x  Exft-India Ships , which 
uled*to make the Fleet of the yer, 
they. are now-riſen...to 'eigliteen-or 
twenty-(Pehink-two and-twenty caije 
ih one yea? to the United Provincly/) 
Fhis is the'reafon why the particulir 
perfonsofthat Company in Holland, 
make: not- ſo great 'adyantage ofthe 
farae Stock:, 'as thoſe of ours' (den 
En gled; though their company be 
very. 'muth' richer, and: drives a far 
orcater Trade than ours, which'is&: 
haufted by no charge. of Armies, -or- 
the reaſon that the D#toh are forced to 
«bb TOR "wp Com- 
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Commodities in their Magazines 
here, andto bring them out, only as 
the Markets call for them, or are able 
to take of ; and why they ,bring fo 
much lefs from the /nzates, - than they 
wereabletodo, if there were vent e- 
nough here: As I remember one of 
their Sea men, newly landed out of 
their. Ea/i-1ndia Fleet in the; year 69. 
upon diſcourſe . 1n a Boat between 
Delf and Leydengſaid, He had ſeen,be- 
fore he came away , three heaps of 
Nutmegs burnt at a time , each of 
which was more than a {mall Ghurch 
could hold, which he pointedat in a 
Vallage that was in ſight. 080 
Another- cauſe: may be the great 
cheapneſs of Corn, which has been 
for theſe dozen years or more, gene- 
ral inall theſe parts of Europe, and 
which has a very. great influence up- 
on the "Trade of Holland; - Fora yery- 
great vent of /adia. Commodities ( at 
lea(t the Spices ,. which are thegrols of - 
them ) uſedto bemadeintothe Nor- 
thern parts of Enrope 3.10 exchange 
for-Corn, while. it was taken off. at 


good rates by the Markets of Flay 


ders, England, France, Spain, or Trak, 


in all which Countreys it has of i 
years gone fo low, as to dilcoutayk 
the Import of ſo great-quantities' as 
fed to come from Poland and Pruſſia, 
and other parts of the North. Now 
the leſs value thoſe Nations receive 
tor Corn, theleſs they are able togire 
for Spice, which tsa great loſs tothi 
Dutch on both ſides, leflening, the 
vent of their /ndiay Ware in the-Nots 
thern, and the traffick of Corn in the 


not ſo much a' courſe of plentiful aj 
feaſonable years, asthe general Peace 


that has been in Europe 


and ſo much Land haye been turned 
to Hlisbandry, that were before em# 
them'in all the Frontier-Provinces "of 


France and Spain, as well as throughs 
out Germany, before the Peace of 
Aunſter; and im England, durin the 


ations: or - conſequences of a: Civit 
* LICE War: 
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Southern parts. The cauſe of thif: 
oreat Cheapnels of Corn ſeems to biz 


lince the yet... 


59 or 60; by which ſo many men 


| 
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[War : And plenty grows not to- 2 


heighth , but by the ſucceſſion of fe- 
recal peaceful 'as ' well as feaſonable 


| years. OT LL 
The laſt claufe I will mention, 1s 


the mighty enlargement of the City 
of Amſterdam , by that which'is called 
the New Town ; the extent whereof 
isfo ſpacious, and the Buildings of fo 
much greater beanty and colt than 
the old , that'it muſt have employ*d a 
raſt proportion of that Stock which 
in this City was before wholly tur- 
ned to Trade. Befides , there ſeems to- 
have been growing on for thele later 


years, a greater vie of Luxury and: 


Expence among many of the Mer= 


: | chants of that 'Fown, than wasever 


formerly known ; which was obſer- 
vedandcomplainedaf, as well as the' 


enlargement of their City, by ſome' 


of the wiſeſt of their Miniſters, while 
[rcf1ded among them, who deſigned 
lome regulations by ſumptuary Laws ; 
3s knowing the very Foundations 
of theix Trade would ſoon be 


undermined if the habitual Indu-” 


N 7 ltry , 
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ſtry, Parfimony , and Simplicity 
their People, came to be over-run, 
Euxuty, [dleneſs, and Exceſs. Hop. 


ever it happen'd, I found it aged 


by all the, moſt diligent and circum. 


pe enquiries I could make , tha 
in the. years 69. and 70. there Ms 
hardly any forreign Trade among 
them, Lotdes that of the Indies, 
which the iT raders made the rejuny 
of their money without loſs; ad 
none , by which the common ga" 
was above two or three in the hu 
dred. Soasit ſeems to be with. Tray, 
as with, the. Sea. (irs Element ) thay | 
has-a certain pitch', aboye whight 
never riſes in the higheſt Tides , ag 
begins to. ebb as ſoon as ever it ceal 
to flow ; and ever loſes ground4ni 


one place y; Proportionaþly $0.. why 
it gains, jy airoof 
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Of their Forces and Revenues. -. 


'HE Strength and Forces.'of a : 
Kingdom. or. State:.were: meaſu- 
red in former Apes by the numbers of 
Native and Warlike Sabje&s; which - 
they could draw into the Field upon 


[any War with their Neighbours. Na- 


tional quarrels were: decided by Na- 
tonal Armies , net» by- ſtipendiary- 
Forces (raiſed with Money, or-main=: 
tained by-conſtant-Pay:) In thefeve- 
veral Kingdoms and Principalities- of 
Exrope', the Bodies-of their Armies . 
were compoled ;, as-they are ſtill in- 
Poland, of the Nobility and Gentry, 
who were bound'to--attend their Prin- 
csto the Wars, with certainnum- 
bers of armed men; according to the: 
tenure and extent of the ſeveral Lord- 
ſtps and Lands they held of the 
Crown: Where theſe were not pro- 


portionable to. the occaſion ; rhe reſt- 
EE. — 
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were made up of Subjects drawn tg- 


gether by love of their Prince or thi |; 


Country ; by defire of Conque 
and Spoils, or neceflity of defend 
held together by Allegiance or Rþ 
gion, and ſpirited by Honour, Ry 
verge ,- or Avyarice ( not of what thi 
could get--from their Leaders, buf 
tram-theirEnemies..) A'Bartel orvygh 
fal xly fought, decided a War; and v 
War ended the quarrel ofan Ag 
and either loſt or gain'd the Cauſe @ 
Country contended for ; till thy 


chance of +times and -accidewh 
brought it to a new deciſion: ; till 
Vertnes and Vices of Princes mad 
them-{ironger or weaker, either inith 
loveand obedience of their people, # 
10 ſuch orders and cuſtoms as render 


their Sabjects more or-leſs Warlikg' 
or Efleminate. - Standing-Forces aff 


L |Ch. VII. and Revenues, 26g 


Thele orders ſeemfirſt to haye beers 


[changed in Exrope by the two States 
| lof Veniceand Holland; both of them 
7 {mall in Territories at Larid, and thoſe 
k- [extended in Frontier upon powerful 
y [Neighbours ; both of them weak in 
# [number of native SubjeRts ; and thoſe 
Þþ |kſs warlike at Land, by turning ſo 
[much to Traffick, and to Sea; but 
[both of them mighty in Riches and 
i [Trade : which made them endeavour 


to ballance their Nezghbours ſtrength 
n native Subjes, by forreign ſit- 


” 


: 


; 


} | 
b 


| 


| | 
F 
x 
( 
; 


e 


[61 this State, until the Peace of the 


; neal Bands; and to defend their 


ontiers by. the Arts of Fortificati« 


+]0n , and ſtrength of places , which 


might draw out a War into length by 
dieges, when they durſt nor venture 


;[tupon a Battel;z and ſo make it ma« 


ny times determine by force of Mo« 
ney, rather than of Arms. This for- 
ced thoſe Princes, who frontier'd up- 
on thele States, to the ſame proviſions, 
which have been increas'd by the per- 
petual courſe of Wars upon the Con- 
unent of Exrope, ever ſince the riſe 


Pin 
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Pirenees , 'between Princes bordedhg 
one uponthe other; .and:ſo, ready 
ſudden Inroads or Invalions. :\'1, 
The force therefare--of rhels ys 
vinces1s tobe 'meaſnar'd, not byghe 
number or diſpo{ttions of-rheirSg. 
jects, but by the finength of thewr Shi 
ping ,. and ftanding-T roops ,.whijh 
they conflanty majmatn, evan 
of peace ; and by the nambers obbagly 
which they bave been. able toe |( 
intothe-Field, ..and to-Sea , for. 
portofa War: by their conſtany 
venue to maintain the firft , andyy-|3 
the temporary charge they havehg 
able to-furnifitfor fupply.of--thes Dy | ; 
© - I'willnottenumeratetheir Fronkl 
Towns(which is a common T heam 
the Forces neceſſary for the Garry 
ofthem; nor the nature and variety 
their Taxes and Impoſntions , thow] 
1 have an-exadt Liſt of them by MW [po 
exprelling the ſeveral kinds, rates; ad 
proportions, upon every ProyincealW|ri 
Town:but this would ſwell a Difcow#]T 
with a great deal of tedious matif || 


andto little purpoſe ; I ſhall thevelW |; 
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d be content only to obſerve ,. what I 
| [have informed my ſelf of their Forces 
} |agd Revenues in generg], from per- 
[ſons among them thie beſt able ro give 
[that account. 

| Theordinary Revenue of this State, 
 (con{1{ts either in what is levied in the 
E[conquered Towns, and Country ob 
 |Brabans, Flanders, or the Rhine, 
| 
, 
| 
| 
F 


which is wholly adminiſtred by the. 
|Counſel of State: or elſe the ordinary. 
[Fonds which the Seven Provinces pro- 
[de every ycar, according to their ſes - 
|#eral proportions upon the Petition-- 
of the Eountel of State, and compy= 
[ation of the Charge of the enſuing - 
|jear , given in byFhem.to-the States». 
(General. And thigRevenue.commonly 
amounts to it one and twenty 
[Millions of Gildersa year; every Mil- 
hon making about ninty. thouſand- 
[pounds Sterling, intrinſick yalue. 

| The chief Fonds out of which this 
riſes, is the Exciſe, andthe Cuſtoms: - 
]The firſt is great, and ſo general, that - 
t have heard it obſerved at Amſter- 
144, thatwhenina Tavern, a cer- 


s 


=” 
He 
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tain Diſh of Fiſh is eaten with they 
Sance , above thirty ſeveral Ex 
are vaid, for what is neceſlary wo 
fmall Service, The laſt are low if 
ealie, and applied —_ Is 
Admiralty. Fo 
Out of his Revenue, is ſupplied 
charge of the whole Milice , ofillpi 
blick Officers of the State, and of J; 
baſſadors or Miniſters abroad; and 
Intereſt of about thirteen Milk 
owing by the States-General, 
The Rtanding-Forces in the 
70. upon fo general a Peace, andi © J ; 
all Reformations , were twenty Ja 
thouſand two: hundred men, nth} 1 
'Regiments of Horſe , conliſti _w 
fifry Troops ;: andninetcen of F 
con f ltingof-three hundred andel 
Companies. The conſtant char 
theſe Forces ſtood them in ſix del ' 
one. hundred and- nineteen: thou ie 
Gilders a year: . 
"Their Admiralties, in time of Peat 
maintain between thirty and forty M|- 
of War, employ'd in the ſeveral Gif 
_ of their Merchants Fleets , * 
Squadrs 
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Kquadron of cight or ten Ships to at- 
end rhe Algerimes and other Corſazrs 
q, the Meadrerranean.; and ſomeal- 

ys lying ready in their Havens for. 
boy ſudden accidents or occaſions of 
| xe Stare. The common expence of 
e Admiralties in this Equipage, and 
he built of Ships, is about ſix Millions 
year. | 
Beſides the Debt of the Generalty, 
he Province of Holland owes about 
ty Millions, for which they pay In- 
tereſt at four inthe hundred ; but with 
Io great caſe and exactneſs both in 
Principal and Intereſt, that, no man 
ever demands it twice: They might, 
phake up Whatever money they delired. 
[\Whoever is admitted to bring in his 
$|noney,takesit foragreat deal of favour; 
$Jad when they pay off any part of the 
EUrincipal, thoſeit belongs to, receive 
git with tears, not knowing how to dif= 
*|poſe of it to Intereſt with ſuch ſafety 
ſad eaſe. Andthe common Revenue 
& (of particular men, lies much in the 
$ |Cantores either of the Generalty, or 
& jac ſeveral Proyinces, which are the 
Re- 


. [1 
4 
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Re iſtries of theſe publick Daw | 
of the ſeveral Impoſt and Ex 
thoſe that are upon certairi and ill; 
'vable poſſeſſions ( as Houfehlqs 
Lands are collefted by the Mapif fa 
of the ſeveral ” pa , and by{ 
Paid into the Receivers becaute: 
:*the number and value of thethj a 
Nant, and eafily known. Tholek 
ariſe out of uncertain'Confun 
are all ſet out to farm, andto kit 
bids moſt, ſomeevety three ns il 
ſomeevery ſix, and ſome yeatly,” 
_ * "The Collection, Receir, aifi{of 
Ftribution'of all Publick Money| n 
-made withont any Fee to Officeryh 
-xeceive certain conſtant Salaries 
the State, which they dare nor ine 
by any private practices or extortl 
Toas whoever hasa Bill of any publit] ye 
Debt, hasſo much ready money itiſk La 
Coffers, being paid certainly dh an 
without charge or trouble; aids 
fign'd over in any payment, ny tin 
beſt Bill of Exchange. {| el 
The extraordinary Revenue is yn | 6.5 
upon ſome great -occafions or Wath| on 


- © 
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{the generality aprevs- to any extraordt- 
| nary Contributions; as fomenimesthe 
hundredth penny: of the: Eftares ofall 
[| che Inhabiams; Pole: ,, or Chimney- 
money ;_ or any other Subſidies and 
[| Payments, accortingavthey.can.agree, 
{| andthe occaſions require ; which have 
ometnnes: reached: fo: far, as even to 
${2n impoſitiorcuporroveryman that tras 
b yels 11 the. comman: ways ot their 
{|Country;, . by Boat; orin-Coach; in 


| Wapon, oron Horſeback. 

By alltheſe means,. inthe ficſt year 
ofthe Enrghſh Warin: 665. : there 
x] were” raiſed an the: Provinces! 40 Mil- 
| tons, ofwhichtwentyawointhePro- 
| vince: of Holkeord: And: upon the Bi- 
tf] ſhop-of Mfunſters invading themat the 
{| fame-time- by Land,. they had-inthe 
{| year 66. above: threefcore: thouſand 
$| Lard-men in pay, anda-Bleetofabove 
an hundred: Men of: Warat'Sea: 
| The greatnefs ofthis:Nation atthat 
x time, ſeems-juſtly ro have raiſed the 
| glory of Qurs:;; which during the years 
8165 and 66. maintained a War, not 
| only againſt this powerful State , but 
X apainkt 
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againſt the Crowns of France gz 
Denmark in conjunction with. they 
and all atatime.,, when this Kinggdy 

was forced to ſtruggle at home,ggh 
the calamitous Effects of a: rage 
Plague, that in three months of theigt 
year, ſwept away incredible numhyy 
of people; and -of a prodigious Tim, 
thatin three days of theſecondy 1) 
aſhes that ancient and famous (ty, 
London ( the heart: and center of gi 
Commerce and Riches ,) conium 
the greateſt part of its Bulldings, b 
immenſe proportion of its Weak, 
Yet in the midſt of theſe fatal: Ag 
dents thoſe two Summers wererengſſs 
ned with three Battels of the mightigh 
Fleets that eyer met upon the Oceq 
whereof two were determined by enzie 
and unqueſtion'd Victories, and puts 
ſuit of our Enemies into their veg 
Hayens. The third having begun by 
the unfortunate diviſion of our Flict, 
with the odds of ninety of their Shy 
apainſt fifty of ours: And in ſpight 
ſuch diſadyantages , having continu 
or been renewed for three days tog 
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ther (wherein we were the Aggreſlors,) 
ended at laſt by the equal and mutual 
weakneſs or wearineſs of both ſides, 

| the maims of Ships and Tackling, with 

want of Powder and Ammunition :; 

| having left undecided the greateſt a- 

| tion that will perhaps appear upon 

Record of any Story. And in this Bat - 

| tel, Jdonfieur de Wit conteſt to me, 

| that we gain'd more honour to our 

| Nation, and to the invincible Cou- 

| rage of our Seamen , than by the other 
two Victories, That he was ſure, their 

 |men could never have been brought 

r [on the two following days, after the 

> | diſadvantages of the firſt : and he be- 

| leved no other Nation was capable of 

, 

\* 


it but ours. F- 

I will not judge, how we came to fail 
[of a glorious Peace in the fix months 
next ſucceeding, after the fortune of 
our laſt Victory, and with the honour 
+ jofthe War: But as any rough hand 
Þ |can breaka bone, whereas muchart and 
F [care are required to ſet it again-, and 
© |teſtore it to its firſt ſtrength and pro- 
® [portion ; ſo 'tis an caſte part ina Mini- 


Q _ 
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er of State,, to engage a War; by 
*tis given to few to know the times,and 
find the ways-of making Peace. Yet 
when after-the ſenſible events of an u- 


fortunate negligence, an indifferent 


Treaty was concluded at Brea in 69, 
within ſix months following , by ay 
Alliance with this State in '7anuary 
68. (which was received with incre- 
dible joy and applauſe among them,) 
his Majeſty became the unqueltioned 
Arbiter of all the Aﬀairs of Chrilten. | 
dom; made a Peace between thetyp | 
great Growns at Aix la Chapel, 
which was avowed by all the worldto 
be perfeRly his own; and was received 
with equal applauſe of Chriſtian Pru- 
ces abroad , and of his SubjeQs a 
home ; and for three years ſucceeding. 
by the unſhaken Alliance and Deper- 
dance of the United States, his Majely 


remained abſolute Maſter of the Pex | 


of Chriſtendom , andin a poſtured 
giving bounds to the greateſt , as wil | 
2s ProteQion to the weakelt of | 

Neighbours. 1 
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_EHAP. VIII. 
The Cauſes of their Fallin 1672. 


= 


TT muſt be avowed, that as this State 

in the courſe and progreſs of its 
Greatneſs for ſo many years paſt , has 
ſhined like a Comet ; ſo inthe Reyo- 
lutions of this laſt Summer, it ſeem'd 
to fail like a Meteor, and has equally 
amazed the world by the one and the 
other: when we con(ider ſuch a power 
and wealth as was related in the laſt 
Chapter, to have fallen in a-manner 


proſtrate within the ſpace of one 


month : So many frontier Towns, re- 
nowned in the Steges and Actions of 
the Spaniſh Wars, enter'dlike open 


7 | Villages by the French Troops, with- 


out defence or almoſt denial : moſt of 
them without any blows at all ; and all 
ofthem with ſo few. Their great Ri- 
yers that were eſteemed an invincible 


|| ſecurity to the Provinces of Holland 


and Vryecht, paſſed with as much eaſe, 
and as {mall reſiſtances, as little Fords: 
And in ſhort, the very hearts of a 

os Nation 


300 The Canſes of Ch.VIII l 


- ' Nation ſo valiant of old apainit Rome, 
ſo obſtinate againſt Spaiy; now ſub- 
dued, and in a manner abandoning all 
before their danger appeared : We 
may juſtly have our recourſe to the 
ſecret and fixed periods of all hutha 
preatneſs, for the account of fucha | | 
Revolution: or rather to the uns | | 
ſearchable Decrees , and unreliſtable 
force of Divine Providence; thouph | 1 

it ſeems not more impious to queſtion | ; 

it , than to meaſure it by our ſcare, o | | 

reduce the iſſues and motions ofthi | ( 

eternal Will and Power, toa confor- | | 
mity_with what is eſteemed Juſt, ot | a 
v 

b 

n 


Wiſe, or Good, by the uſual conſent, 
orthe narrow comprehenſion of poet 


mortal men. 4 
But as in the ſearch and. conſiders | 
tion even of things natural and cojv- | y, 
mon, our talent, I fear, 1s totalk, B 
rather than to know; ſo we may beak | t} 
lowed to enquire and reaſon upon all| ir 
things , while we do not pretend 
certainty , or call that undeniable | | 
Truth, which is every day deriledYf 
ten thouſand ; nor thoſe - agar: 

: read” 
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| rcaſonable, which we know to be held 
by {ach as we allow to be reaſonable 
| men. I ſhall therefore ſet down ſuch 
Circumſtances as to me {cem molt 
evidently to have conſpired in this Re- 
volution; leaving the cauſes leſs dil- 
ccrnable, to the ſearch of more dil- 
ccrning perſons. - 

And firſt, I take their vaſt Trade, 
which wasan occalton of their Great- 
| nels , to have been one likewile of their 
| Fall, by having wholly diverted the 
_ | Genius of their Native Subjects and 
. | Inhabitants from Arms to Traffick, 
| and the Arts of Peace ;. leaving. the - 
whole fortune of their later Wars, to 
| | be thatiaged by Forretpn- ana Ivicrce* - 
nary Troops; which much abaſed the 
courage of their Nation (as was obler- 
vedin another Chapter,) and made the 
Burgers of ſo little moment towards 
the defence of their Towns; whereas 
n the famons Sieges of Harlem, Alc- 
mer , and Leyden , they had made ſuch. 
brave and fierce defences, as broke the 
heart of the Spaniſh Armies, and the 
tortune of their affairs. 

&2. Next. 
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Next was the Peace of Afanſter, 
which had left them now for aboye 
twenty years, too ſecure of all Inyz. 
{ions or Enemies at Land ; and {6 
turn'd their whole application to the 
ſtrength of their Forces at Sea ;. which 
have been ſince exerciſed with two | 
Engliſh Wars in that time, and enlt- 
vened with the ſmall yearly Expediti- | 
ons into the Streights againſt the At 
gerines, and other Corſairsof the Mes 
atterranean. 

Another was their too great Parſ: 
mony in reforning ſa many of thet 
belt Forreign Officers and Troops, 
upon. the Peace of 4unſfer ;. whole 
Valourand Conduct had been ſo great 
occalions of inducing Spain to tlk 
Counſels and” Concluſtons- of that | 
Treaty. 

But the greateſt of all others tit 
concutrr'd to weaken, and indeed break 
the itrength of their Land Milice , was | 
the alteration of their State, which 
happen'd by the Perpetual Edift of | 
Hollandand Weſt- Friez-land , upol 
the death of the laſt Prince of Orange) 

10t, 
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for exclufion of the Power of Stadt- 
holder in their Province, orat leaſt the 
ſeparation of it from the Charge of 
Captain-General. Since that time, 
the main deſign and application, of 
thoſe Provinces, has been to work out 
| by degrees all the old Officers both 
Native andForreign,who had been for- 
merly ſworn to the Prince of Orange, 
and were ſti]]-thoughit affectio nate 
tothe Intereſt of that Family ; and to 
fl the Commands of their Army with 
the Sons or Kinſmen of Burgomaſters, 
and other Officers or Depuntes 1n the 
State , whons they eſteemed ſure to 
the Conſtitutions of their popular Go-. 
vernment, - and' good enough for an 
Age where they law no appearance of 
Enemy at Land to attaque them. 

Bur the humour of Kindneſs to the 
| young Prince, both in the People and 
and Army, wasnot to be diſlolyed or 
diſperſed by any Medicines or Ope- 
rations either of Rigor or Artifice; but 
grew up inſenfibly Crevit occulto wve- 
with the Age of the lut arbor - a0, 
Prince, ever preſa- Fama Marcelli. 


O4 ging. 
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ping ſome Reyolution in the State*. 
when he ſhould come to the years of 
aſpiring , and managing the peneral | 
aftections of the people: being a Prince | 
who joyned to the great Qualities 
of his Royal Blood. the popular Ver« 
tves of his Country; Silent 'and 
Thoughtful; given to Hear and to 
Enquire ; of a ſound and itcaddy Un. 
derſtanding ; much firmneſs 1n what 
he once Reſolyes, or once Demes;, | 
great induſtry and application. to his 
butineſs ; little to his Pleaſures : Piety | 
inthe Religion of his Country , but | 
with Gharity to others ; Temperance | 
unuſual to his Youth, and to the Cli- 
mate ; Frugal in the common m4 
_——_ of his Fortune,and yet mag: 
nificent upon occaſion: of great Spirit ' 
and Heart , aſpiring to. the glory ot 
Military actions : with ſtrong ambition 
to grow Great, but rather by the Ser- 
vice than the Servitude of his Country. 
In ſhort, a Prince of many Vertues, 
without any appearing mixture of 
Vice. RT | 

In the Engliſh War, begun the 


year 


| 


 — 
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, | ledge of their Forces as well as Diſpo- 
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year 65. the States disbanded all the 


| Engliſh Troops that were then lefcin 


theirService,diſperling theOfficers and 
Souldiers of our Nation who ſtaid with 
them, into other Companies or Re- 
eiments of their own. After the French 


| Invaſion of Flanders , and the {tri 


Alliance between England and Hot- 
land in 68. they did the ſame by all the 


French that were remaining fn their 
Service. So as the ſeyeral Bodies of 
theſe two Nations, which had ever the 
greateſt part in the Honour and For- 
tune of their Wars, were now wholly 
diſlolved , and their ſtanding-Milice 
compoſed in a manner all of their own 


Natives , enervated by the long uſes 


| andarts of Trafhque and of Peace. 


But they were too greata Match for 
any of the ſmaller Princes their Neigh- 
bours-in Germany; and too fecureof 
any danger from Spain, . by the know- 


tions ; and being {tritly allied both 


t | with Enpland and Sweden, in two- 


teveral Defenfive Leagues , and in one © 
common T'ripple Alliance they could - 
OO; ey 
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not fore-ſee any danger from France, | 
who they thought would neverhavethe 
Courage or Force to enter the Liſts 
with ſo mighty Confederates; and who. 
were ſure of a Conjunction , whenever. 
they pleaſed ; both with the Emperor. 
and Spain. 

| Befides, they knew that Fraxce 
could not attaquethem without paſling 
through Flanders, or Germany: they 
were {ure Spain would not ſuffer .it_ 
through the firſt, if they were backtin 
onptivg it,as foreleeing the inevitable 
loſs of Flanders upon that of Holland: 
and they could hardly believe the pal- | 
ſage ſhould be yielded by a German 
Prince , contrary to the expreſs Will 
and Intentions of -the Emperor , as 
well as the common Intereſts ofthe 
Empire: So rhat they hoped the War 
would: at leaſt: open. in their Neigh- 
bours Provinces, for- whoſe defence 
they reſolved to - employ the whole 
Force of their State, and would have 
made: a mighty reſiſtance , if the 
Quarrel had begunatany others doors 
TR They 
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They could not imagin a Conjun- 
Gon between England and France for 
the ruin of their State ; for , being 
unacquainted with our Conſtitutions , 
they did not foreſee how we ſhould 
find our Intereſt init, and meaſured 
all States by that which they eſteemed 


'tobe their Intereſt, Nor could they 


believe that other Princes and States 
of Europe would ſuffer ſuch an addi- 
tion to be made to the Power of 
France, asa Conqueſt of Holland. 
Beltdes theſe publick confidera- 
tions, there were others particular to 
the Factions among them; and ſome 
of their Miniſters were neither forward 
nor ſubtil enough.to endeayour the 
early breaking or diverting ſuch Con- 


-junctures as threatned them ;.. becauſe 


they were not without hopes, they 
might end in renewing.their broken 
Meaſures with France., which thoſe of * 
the Commonealth-Party were more 


enclin'd to, by foreſeeing the influence 


that their Alliances: with England 
mult needs have in time towards the 
reſtoring of thePrince olOrgngs s Au- 

Q - == S thority* 


LS 
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thority: And they thought at the | 
worlt , that whenever a pinch came, | 
they could notfail of a ſafe bargainin. 
one Market or other , having ſo vaſt a 
Treaſure ready to employ upon any = 

good occaſion. | 
Theſe conſiderations made them 
commit three fatal over-fights in their- | 
Forreign Negotiations ; for they made 
an Allianee with England , without 
cngaping a Eonfidence and Friend- ' 
Ship: They brokeitheir Meaſures with 
France without cloſing new ones with. 
Spain: And they reckon'd upon the- | 
alliſtances of Sweden , and their | 
Nejghbouring Princes of Germany;. 
without making them ſure by Sub- 
ſidiary Adyances, before a War began. | 
Laſtly, The Prince of Orange was: | 
ro ng the two and twentieth: 
year of his Age , whieh he- States of: 
Holland had {ince their Alliance with: 
his Majeſty in 68, ever pretended;. 
ſhould be the time of advancing him 
_ tothe Charge of Captain-General,atd 
Admiral of their Forces, thoush-with- 
out that of Stadtholder, But the 
SEATED: 


| 
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nearer they drew to this period, which 


' waslike to-makea new Figure in their 


Government, the more deſirous ſome 
of their Miniſters ſeemed either to de- 
cline, or to reſtrain it. On the other 
(ide, the Prince grew confident upon 
the former Promiſes, or at leaſt inti-_ 
mations of Holland, and the concur-_ 
ring diſpoſitions of the other ſix Pro- 
vinces to his Adyancement : And ls 
Party , ſpirited by their hopes , and 
the greatQualities of this youngPrince - 
( now grown ripe for Action and for 
Enterpriſe ) reſolved. to bring this 
point to a ſudden deciſion ; againlt - 
which the other--Party prepared and . 


_ united all their Defences : Soas this - 
| ſtrong Diſeaſe that had been ſo long 


working in the very Bowels of the 
State, ſeem'd juſt upon its Criſs, when 
a Conjunttion of two mighty Kings 
brought upon them a ſuddenand fu- - 
rious invaſion by Land and Seca , at 


| the ſame time by a Royal Fleet of 


aboye fourſcore Ships,. and an Army 
of as many thouſand men. SE 
When the States ſaw this Cloud. 

O7 ready-. 
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ready to break upon them (after a long, 
belief that it would blow over) they 
| began not only to a pirn ſhelterat 
home, with their uſual vigor; buttg 
look out for it abroad, though both 
too late. Of the Princes that were 
their Allies, or concern'd in their dan- 
ger, {uchas were afar off, could not 
be in time; the nearer, were unwilling 
to ſhare in a danger they werent | 
_ enough prepar'd for ; moſt were con- 
tent toſee the Pride of this State hum 
bled; ſome the Injuries they had recei- 
ved from them , revenged ; many 
would have mortified, that would not 
have them deſtroyed; and ſo all yeſol- | 
yed to leave them to weather the ſtorm 
asthey could for one Campania; which 
they did not believe could. go far to- 
wards their ruin ,, conſidering the 
greatneſs of their-Riches , number of | 


their Forces, and ſtrength of the - 
Pages. - AY | 
The State, . inthe mean time, had | 
increaſed their Troops to ſeyenty. | 
thouſand men, and had beguntore+ 
zepair the Fortifications of their Fron- 
tiers. 


, 


+ 
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tier-Towns : But fo great a length of- 
their Country lay open to the French 
Invaſion , by the Territories of Colerr 
and Liege ; and to the Biſhop of un- 
fer (their inveterate Enemy ) by Jeſt- 


| phalia, that they knew not where to 


expect or provide againſt the firſt 
danger: And wlvle they-divided their 


| Forces and endeayours: towards the: 


ſecuring of ſo many Garriſons, they 
provided for none to any purpoſe but- 
Maſtricht , which the French left be-- 
hind them, and fell in upon the Towns: 


. of the Rhine, and-the heart of- their”. 


Provinces. 


Beſides, Thoſe Miniſters who had 


| ſill thedirection of Aﬀairs bent their 


chief application to the ſtrength and- 
order of their Fleet; . rather than at 
their Army : whether more peckt at> 
Englandthan France,upen the War, 
and manner. of - entering intoit; or 
believing.that a Vitory at Sea would 
be the wayto a Peace with this Crowng+ 
or hoping. their Towns would not fall... 
io falt, but-that before three or four 
were. loſt ,. the- buſineſs at Sea _ 
GS... 
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be decided: or perhaps content that 
ſome ill ſucceſſes ſhould attend the 
Prince of Orange at his firſt entrance 
upon the Command of their Armies, 
and thereby contribute to their 
Deſigns of reſtraining the Authority ; 
while they were forced to leave him 
 thename of Captain General. This 
indeed was not likely to fail, confſide- 


ring the ill conſtitution of their old: | 


Army, the haſty Leyics of their new, 


and the height of the Factions now 


broken out in the State; which lek 


both the Towns and the Troops 
{uſpence, under whoſe Banners they: 


fought, and by. whoſe Orders they. 
were to begovern'd, the Princes or. 
the States. . 


There happen'd at the ſame time;. 
an accident unuſual to their Climate,. 


which was.-a.-mighty Drowth in the 
beginning of the Summer, that. left; 
their Waters foordable in places where: 


they uſed. to-be navigable for Boats of: | 
_ greateſt burthen.. And this gaye them 


more trouble and diſtration in the 
defence, as their enemies more fac 
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 lity in the paſſage of thoſe great Rivers, 
which were eſteemed no ſmall ſecurity 
of their Country. 
Andinthis poſture were the Aﬀeairs 
| ofthis Commonwealth when the War 
| broke out, with thoſe fatal Events, 
that muſt needs attend any Kingdom 
' or State, where the violence of a for- 
reign invaſion happens to meet with 
the diſtracted eſtate of a Domecltick 
Sedition or Diſcontent, which, 1:ke ul 
Humors ina Body , make any ſmall 
wound dangerous, and a great one. 
mortal, They were ſtill a great Body, 
but without their uſual Soul : "They 
were a State, but it was of the. Dif... 
 wnited Provinces. Their Towns were 
without Order, their Burgers without 
| Obedience , their Souldiers without 
- | Dilcipline ; and all without heart : 
| Whereas in all Sieges the hearts of 
Men defend the Walls, and not 
Walls the Men: and indeed it was 
the name of England joyning in the 
War againſt them, that broke their [ 
hearts, and contributed more to the. - 
 lolsof ſo many Towns, and ſo much 
Country, , 
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Country, than the Armies of aus 

fer, or of France. So that uponal} 
circumſtances conlider'd, it ſeems ex: 
fer to give an account, what it was 
that loſt themio much, than whar 
{fay'd them the reſt. 

No man at play ſees a very preat 
Game either in his own, or anothers 
hand, unexpected loſt, but he is apt | 
to conſider, whether it could have | 
been ſaved, and how it oughtto have | 
| 
| 


been play'd. The ſame enquiry will | 
be natural upon the fall of this State; | 
and very difficult to reſolve. 

Aﬀter the mighty growth of the 
French-, and decay of. the Spaniſt | 
Power, which drew on the Invalion 
Flanders in 1667. this State had ayery 
hard Game to play ; either they mull | 
ſee Flanders and wholly folt”, . ares, 
France grown: to: confine upon them 
(whom they liked as an Ally, but 
dreaded as a Neighbour ;) or ellethe '| 
mult joyn with France to divide Flan- 
ders between them ; but: they knew 
What it was to ſhare with the Lion : or 
the;; muſt joyn with Spain to defend 

Flanaers 
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Flanders againſt France ; that is, with 


their old Enemy, againſt their old 


Friend: or laſtly , they muſt joyn with 
Englandfor the defence of Flanaers, 
neither breaking with France, nor 
cloſing with Spazn :. and frame an 
Arbitrage, but of ſomething a rough 
nature ; rather preſcribing than medt- 
ating a Peace, and threatning a War 
upon that Crown that refuſed it. 
They choſe thelaſt, and wiſcly, as 
all men thought : But though this AL 
lance was happily planted, yet it was 
unhappily cultivated, and ſo the Fruit - 
came to fail, and the Root to wither - 
upon the firit' change of ſeaſons, in- 
ſuch a manner, and to ſuch a degree,, 
as we have lately ſeen. Whetner they 
could haye prevented a Conjunction.-. 
of England with France , ſhall be no - 
part of my ſubject; forl pretend not - 
to know, or to tell{ecrets-of State:. 
and intend theſe, not for the Obſer- 
vations of an Embaſlador, but of a 
private man as Iam, and {uch asany 
Gentleman might eaſily have made, 


did. 
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did in Holland; and had been, as I wasz, co 
little inclined to obſerve. I shall only fag, |T 
That the Conjunction of England wit ba 
France, was to this State like one of thok |w 
Diſeaſes which the Phyſicians ſay , areharg | or 
to diſcern, while they are calle to cure; '|re: 
but when once they come to be plainly |th 
diſcovered, they are paſt remedy. OY 

But as Holand had ever detendeditſel lw 
againſt Spain by England and France; ſoit. | bu 
ought to have gone againſt France, by Enp. 
lIandand Spain , and provided early againſt | ne 
their own danger,as well as that of Flanders, | A 
by improving and adyancing their Confede. | n 
Tate-League with England and Sweden , int th 
a ſtrict Defenſive-Alliance with Spain, at | 


Principal in the League; and by agreeing” | c 
with that Crowa , to furnish between them | 7 
ſome conſtant Subfidiary Payments to Sw | a 
dey, for the ſupport of their ſtanding Force, || a 
even in time of Peace. This was the defifs- 
or-0p5:;, the Intereſt of all that meanvts | © 
ſecure the Peace of Chriſtendom , andthe: | 
opinion of ſome of the Datch Miniſters, 
though not of the chiefeſt,t1]] 1t was too lit, 
And the omiſſion of this, was the greateſt | / 

_ fault ever committed in their Politicks, and | 

| 


. proceeded in a great meaſure from theiran- 
cient animoſity to Spain; which as it was the 
beginning, ſo, by this effeR, it almoſt prov'd' 
__toveendof their State. 
When the War. began in the midſt ofthe 
CcnjunRures related, *tis hard to ſay w 
could | 


| 


U  Ch:VII. their Fallin 1672. 317 


{ 


i 


h 


could have defended them : But as metina 
Town, threatned witha mighty Siege, a- 
'bandon their Suburbs, and light thoſe Out- 


works which are either weak of themſelves, 
or not well defenſible for want of men; and 
reſolye only to make good thoſePoſts which 
they are ablefully to man, and eafily to re- 
lieve ; becauſe the loſs of every ſmall Out- 
work does notonly weaken the number, 
but fink the courage of the Garriſon within. 
So this State, which carne to bein a man- 
ner beſieged by the mighty and numer ous 
| Armies of France and of Munſter, ought, in 
| my opinion , to haye left themſelves but 
| three Outworks to maintain (I mean, three 
' Poſts ſtanding without the Lines, that en- 
cloſed the main Body of their Provinces :) 
Theſe should have been, Maſtricht, Weſel, 
and Coeverden, They should have lighted 
all the reſt of their places that lay without 
theſe upon the Rhine or in Overiſſel ; and 
drawn the men into theſe Towns, ſo as to 
have left them rather like Camps than Gar- 
riſons; that is,eight thouſand Foot ,and two 
thouſand Horſe inMaftricht, as many in Ve. 
ſel, and half the Number in Coeverden, if the 
place would contain them 3; it not , they 
might have formed and fortified a. Camp 
with ſomething a greater number., -upon 
the next Paſs into Friezland and Groeningen, 
Of the reſt of their Horſe ( which were'I 
ſuppoſe about five thouſand, with at leaſt 
ntteen thouſand Foot , they should have _— 
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meda a reat MPI "—_ within tein . 
yers, ſomewhere near Arnhem; fortifie 
with Cannon, and all the art that could 
furnish*dit with the greateſt care,and pleng- 
ofProvilions. The remainder of their Infays;. 
try would have been enough for the reigh 
their Garriſons; of which the Towns up > 
the Yſel, Doeſburgh, Zutphen, Deventer an 
Swoll, would have been in a manner AankÞ 
( though at ſome diſtance)by the ſtrong Gag! 
riſons of Weſeland Coeverden, and breaſt 
by the main Camp. | 
If with this diſpoſition of their For, 
they had provided well for the ſtrength a 
defence of Scinkſconce , Nimmeguen , ai 
Grave ( which would likewiſe have lien] e 
within the cover of theſe out-poſts;) they | t 
might , for oughtI know, have expectediht | t 
War without loſing the heart and ſteaddineh | 7 
c 
j 


of their Counſels, 'and not without probab- 
lity of makin "S a Defence worthy the for 
mer Greatne 

State. 

For a Siege of Maſtricht or Weſel ( ſo Gw- | « 
ri{on'd and reſolutely Defended ) mightngat | | 
only have amuſed , but endanger'd the | | 

| 
( 


and Atchieyements of. thei 


French Armies , as Coeverden might have- 
_ done that of Munſter. The reſiſtance of one 
of theſe Towns, would have increaſed ihe 
ſtrength of all the reſt; for the fortune  ; 

Pattels and Sieges, turns upon the hearts of - 
men, as they are more orleſs capable ofge- 
neral Confidences or Fears, which are v 


ml 


1 


{| much raiſed by Accidents and Opinions. Tt 
&| would not have been within any common 
| Rules, to march ſo far into the Country,, as. 
| toattaque the Bruyſe or Breda, Nimmeguen 
ky-or Grave , leaving ſuch Camps behind as 
EY thoſe at Weſeland Maſtricht, and having ſo 
k| much agreater before them, as that about 
Wi Arnhem. If any of theſe three Poſts had been 
WJ loſt, yetitcould not have happen'd without 
> good conditions, and ſo retiring the men.to 
\ ſtrengthen either the more inward Garri- 
| ſons, or the main Camp, which would have 
lain ready to defend the da, 8 of their 
{ Rivers. And ifat the worſt they had fail'd in 
this, yet the French Army muſt afterwards , 
either have attaqued a fortif'd Camp of 
twenty thouſand men , or left ſuch an Army 
| behind them when they march'd towards 
Utvecht, and into the heart of the Provin- 
ces; both of which would have been at- 
* | tempts, that I think have hardly been en- 
| | terpriſed with ſucceſs upon any Invaſion. 
Thereſeems atleaſt ſome appearance of 
Order and Condud in this ſcheme of De- 
| | fence; whereas there-was-none in theirs: 
* | but perhaps the greatneſs of the Tempeſt 
- | fromabroad , and of the Factions at home, 
| either broke the heart > or diſtracted the. 
: 
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courſe of their Counſels. And beſides, ſuch 

old Sea-men in ſo ſtrong a Ship that had 

| weathered ſo many ſtorms without. loſs, - 

 ] could not but think it hard to throw. oyer- = 
board ſo much of their Lading beforethis _ 
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after. them , to make wile RefleCtionf 
"Many things ſeem truein Reaſon,and priyt 
- *Ralſein Experience: Many that are wetly 
conſulted, are executed with ſucceſs. Thy 
-'refore, to conclude, we multall acknoy 
ledge , that Wiſdom 'and Happineſs. dwe 
with God alone; and among mortal mg 
(both of their Perſons and their Eſtates, 
\thoſe are the wileſt that commit the fewel 
Follies ; and thoſe the happieſt that mag 
with the feweſt Misfortunes. |; 


